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Asian Part of Russia - The Peripheries of Globalization? -

Introduction
With the globalizing world being the backdrop, the Asian part of Russia is a region which
due to its isolation resulting from environmental, social and political factors escapes easy
assessments. P. Sztompka'** describes the process of globalization as a gradual assimila-
tion of different forms of organization: political, economic, cultural patterns, customs
and traditions. The distinctive character of this region was shaped by specific attitudes
promoted in the Soviet Union for a few decades of the 20 century and before by the pre-
ceding policies of the Tsarist authorities. Hence, looking for parallels in the course of glo-
balization processes with other places in the world proves to be studded with hurdles.
So the question whether the Asian part of Russia is the periphery of globalization
seems to be highly justified. Looking for the answer, it seems necessary to start this paper
with the theoretical considerations of what is the centre and what is the periphery, how
and to what extent we can determine that we are able to use those terms precisely. The
key enabling us to find answers to these questions is to examine the phenomena that oc-
cur in the process of globalization. Some of them are not to be found on the studied ter-
ritory and others have their own unique dimensions, which does not question, however,
the very fact that we can observe globalization processes in modern Russia.

The Center and the Peripheries - A Theoretical Approach

It is extremely difficult to define the terms “center” and “peripheries” in a way that would
be universal and fully objective for the research purposes. In the first case, it seems to be
easier but only if we agree that the middle is synonymic to the centre. Defining periph-
eries poses greater problems. According to Maly stownik jezyka polskiego [The Concise

’

151 Sztompka P., 2002, Socjologia. Analiza spoteczeristwa, Krakéw.
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Dictionary of the Polish Language]** peripheries are the outer part of something, in con-
trast to its central part, or territories distant from the centre.

In geometry, treating the centre and the middle as synonyms one can define the mid-
dle accurately enough: it is the one and the only point determined precisely. Geometry
encounters greater problems trying to define the peripheries because it is impossible to
set out precisely what distance is to be the measure of periphery. Further possibilities of
speculation open up thanks to topology, the science of figures and solids which arose
from geometry in the 19 century. In topology; the analysis situs, in order to find the cen-
tre and peripheries there used a translucent spherical ball made of a stretchable materi-
al. With a syringe a portion of blue paint was injected into the sphere. This was the way
of precise determination of the centre. In order to find peripheries red paint was injected
in different places. Some places within the sphere joined taking an irregular shape “in-
scribed” within the sphere. After deforming the sphere the shape of the irregular solid
inscribed within the sphere will change!®.

According to the said experiment when we combine “topological thinking” with anal-
ogy, A. Tchérzewski came to a conclusion that the center and peripheries move, and there
are areas that cannot be ascribed either to the centre or peripheries. Another important
conclusion is that as a result of the deformation some points of the solid inscribed within
the sphere were to be found beyond the sphere. The author questions then: Does it mean
the “peripheries’ demise”? If the answer is positive, one should point out that being at the
peripheries is dangerous. If, as the author says, the example with the deformed sphere is
enriched by an greater number of solids inscribed into the initial object and using dif-
ferent colors to mark centers and peripheries, further observations will follow. The most
numerous are areas that are neither peripheries nor a centre, and the relations between
the centers remain generally stable, though the distances differ.

Peripherality means being localized in a considerable distance from the central point.
In geography, periphery is the outer part of some area. Peripherality hinders commu-
nication between people, with institutions and with other social groups, both living in
the centre of a given country as well as with the representatives of global society. Being
guided by the criterion of importance, one can confirm the rule that peripheral means
less relevant.

The Centre and the Peripheries in Russia

In Russia, in terms of territory the biggest country in the world, it is relatively easy to
determine the centre and the peripheries. Taking a more general perspective, the Euro-
pean part of Russia is thought to be the center, with Moscow and Sankt Petersburg, its
today’s and historic capital cities, being its border points. In a narrower approach, be-
ing the biggest city in Russia, both demographically and politically, it is Moscow that is
thought to be the centre.

152 Maty stownik jezyka polskiego, 1978, Szymczak M. (ed.), t. I, Warszawa.
153 Tchérzewski A., 1999, Miedzy ,topologig” a ,semantykq”, in: Golebiowski B. (ed.), Centra i peryferie,
Oficyna Wydawnicza Stopka, £omza.
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Whereas the peripheries are the territories that lie far away from the center, with the
peripheral European part being only rarely classified as periphery, in contrast to the ter-
ritories to the east of the Ural mountains which are almost always referred to as such.
Therefore, the defining factor in determining the distance between the centre and the
peripheries, especially in spatial terms, is the remoteness. As J. Kolbuszowski'** says, the
remoteness is the factor of economic and cultural development. Considerable distances
between different centers and those centers and peripheries are almost always the fac-
tors that substantially and negatively affect the economic development of both because
they threaten with isolation and autonomization of the former ones, which leads to lim-
iting the role of their economic base and bring about the economic backwardness of the
latter. The distance between some towns in the Russian Far East and Moscow is great-
er than 10 000 kilometers.

The construction of trans-Siberian railway line became an important factor in the de-
velopment of Siberia and Far East population. Separate sections of the railway line came
into use at different times. This construction triggered intensified migrations and in the
years 1895-1906 one million people came to inhabit this region. Even greater migrations
could be observed after the whole railway line came into use.

The peripherality of the Asian part of Russia is mainly determined by its distance
from the centre but one should bear in mind that the criteria allowing us to classify a
given region as a periphery are rather a matter of agreement. T. Poplawski'** thinks that
peripherality to a large extent depends on the criteria that we use to define a given place.
Generally, industriality assesses it positively and rurality negatively. At the same time,
the industrial potential of the Asian part of Russia, a region in 75% inhabited by urban
population, is a positive feature of these peripheries, especially if compared with the pe-
ripheries of definitely rural character. However, borderlands with developed industry are
quite similar to each other, and can be characterized by the following: comparable cul-
tural patterns, poor condition of natural environment and social inequalities.

Phenomena arising in the process of globalization

At the beginning of the 21* century the knowledge of globalization processes still seems
to be incomplete and is subject to transformation on the basis of new experiences that
are rich in factual data. A.J. Chodubski®®® characterized main phenomena arising in the
world globalization process, touching upon different aspects of life: political, econom-
ic, demographic and social. Due to a great number of the phenomena that accompa-
ny globalization processes, the author of this study chooses only a few characteristics.

154 Kolbuszowski J., 1999, Centra i peryferie. Kilka uwag na temat relacji: kultura, literatura i aksjologia
przestrzeni, in: Golebiowski B. (ed.), Centra i peryferie, Oficyna Wydawnicza Stopka, Lomza.

155 Poptawski T., 1997, Peryferyjnos¢ i spoleczeristwo. Dylematy przetomu w Europie, Wyd. Fundacja
Ekonomistéw Srodowiska i'Zasobéw Nadturalnych, Biatystok.

156 Chodubski A.]., 2005, Gléwne zjawiska polityczne ujawniajgce si¢ w procesie globalizacji swiata, in:
Becker R., Marszalek-Kawa J., Modrzyniska J. (ed.), Globalizacja, integracja, transformacja, Wyd. Adam
Marszalek, Torus.
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Their analysis should allow to describe the course of the globalization processes in the
Asian part of Russia.

Among the demographic phenomena that accompany globalization one indicates a
surge in spatial mobility. It is difficult to give a definite answer whether Siberia and the
Russian Far East are the regions where spatial mobility started to play a decisive role along
with the development of globalization processes. It was already in the Tsarist times and
for the whole period of the Soviet rule that this region was distinguished by a great spatial
mobility. The influx of new people accompanied by a rising birth rate (always at a high-
er level than in the remaining parts of Russia) was coupled with a significant outflow of
people. A distinct coexistence of immigration and emigration (with the influx of people
prevailing) was decisive for the population development of this land. ,

The Asian part of Russia is one big temporary camp: for 1 million people to stay in this
area, there must have come and gone a dozen times or so more people'¥. In the 1990s the
factor that contributed to an increased spatial mobility was the liquidation of the insti-
tutional barrier that conditioned this phenomenon. Now, it is the people who can make
independent decisions where they want to live.

A phenomenon that has been occurring worldwide in the process of globalization is
a decreasing sense of responsibility for common good. If it was the measure of the glo-
balization processes, the Asian part of Russia perfectly fits the description. Due to un-
certainty of tomorrow and being used to temporariness, the majority of people that
inhabits this area is not greatly interested in social issues. Lack of coercion is an impor-
tant factor that affects this lowering level of responsibility for the common good. In the
Soviet times, the state apparatus of control encouraged specific attitudes in the society,
often under coercion.

Another phenomenon that surfaces in the process of globalization is indifference
towards escalation of social pathology. Russia is the theater of many exogenous deaths
(unnatural ones) which to a large extent are conditioned by the social pathology develop-
ment. At the beginning of the 1990s the death incidence as a result of a fatal occurrence
accounted for 9.5% in the studied area (with its regular mortality rate, every tenth death
was due to unnatural causes). The proportion of deaths that expresses the social pathol-
ogy development is constantly on the increase. This unfavorable trend that, among other
things, results from deteriorating material conditions, is accompanied by a rising indif-
ference towards the escalation of this phenomenon.

Among the pathologies that are developing in this area one should point out an ex-
cessive consumption of alcoholic drinks, a great number of suicides and homicides. In
the Asian part of Russia, the region that at the turn of the millennium characterized by
the greatest proportion of murders both attempted and committed was Primorsky Krai
where a substantial surge in homicides was recorded (from 402 in 1991 to 707 in 2001).
Another social pathology, which developed only after the Soviet Union’s collapse, is drug

157 Wein N., 1999, Bevilkerungsbewegungen im asiatischen Rufiland. Migrationsstrome in Sibirien und im
Fernen Osten nach dem Zusammenbruch der Sowjetunion, ,,Osteuropa”, 49, no 9, pp. 908-923.
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abuse. The drug abuse contributes to an increased mortality not only directly but also in-
directly being the cause of a number of suicides, homicides and accidents.

Another phenomenon that occurs in the globalization process is a relation superfici-
ality, both in families as well as among neighbors and acquaintances. In the Asian part
of Russia, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, in many towns and villages one can ob-
serve a trivialization of genuine family relations. The lack of reliable value patterns at
home is often accompanied by a deteriorating material conditions. Human alienation is
caused rather by the brake-down of family than the absence of future outlooks. In the
majority of the Asian part of Russia, in 1991, 400 out of every 1000 marriages ended in
divorce, and in 2001, the number reached 700. Record values came from two adminis-
tration units: In 2002, in the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug for every 1000 marriages
there were 1404 divorces and in the Magadan Oblast their number reached 1596. The
number of negative phenomena called a “national trauma” is treated by many research-
ers as a byproduct of globalization processes.

Among phenomena that surface both in the Asian parts of Russia as well as world-
wide one can list the minimization of state institutions. In Russia, despite the federal
segment system being warranted by the constitution, in fact, the country is ruled like a
unitary state. In practice, in the opinion of many Russian researchers, in the 21% centu-
ry the country is being centralized, with the weakening position of individuals coming
as a result. Thus, an individual is unable to comprehend the essence of civilization de-
velopments that affect entrepreneurship.

Russia as a state is still in charge of economic affairs and international companies have
only a slight influence on the economic order. Nowadays, the Asian part of the country,
not unlike in the Tsarist and Soviet times, is treated as a resource base that fuels Russia’s
clout on the international stage. In the globalized Asian part of Russia only few towns
and villages, which are called “oases of prosperity”, managed to accommodate to the new
reality of the transition period. With continuously decreasing social security, however,
most of industrial towns and cities found themselves unable get adapted without state
financial support. These places are called “depression funnels” and they decidedly out-
number the “oases of prosperity”.

The people who live in the regions were the globalization processes are high are char-
acterized by readiness for the future and the sense of belonging to the global community.
However, the inhabitants of the Asian part of Russia, after 1991, hardly feel to be “citizens
of the world” because, as they admit, it is hard for them to feel like the citizens of Russia.
Talking about the peripheral localization of the region, with nostalgia, they refer to the
European part of Russia over the Ural mountains as matierik — the continent. This term
is used quite commonly among the people of the North, especially among those living
in Siberia and Far East it is used to emphasis their isolation that is caused by the distance
between them and the European part of the country. It has a very positive meaning.
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When we look for the common features of the Asian part of Russia community with
the general global community, one can observe that many features that are characteris-
tic of the areas of the ongoing globalization processes is nowhere to find in the studied
area. Whereas the features that appear in both areas, in the studied one take a unique
and individual character.

The Peripheries of Globalization

With globalization understood as a process of assimilation of different forms of orga-
nization, i.e. political, economic and social, one should start with naming the centre of
the globalizing world to be able to determine whether a given region is a periphery or
not. It is not easy and there is a possibility of making a mistake because it is difficult to
determine whether there is only one centre. The notion that there are many centers of
globalization seems to be more justified. In today’s world, it is equally difficult to define
centers and peripheries because, as J. Szczepanski'®® wrote, “when the Earth becomes
the global village the division lines cutting territories into centers and peripheries, me-
tropolises and provinces, condominiums and colonies or half-colonies get blurred. The
quality of education and authenticity of the polycentric self-government democracy and
a genuine partnership of supranational unitarism are the decisive issues.”

Another important factor that determines the lack of clear-cut centre-periphery di-
vide is the unavoidable subjectivity in drawing division lines. S. Czarnowski'® thinks
that the factor determining a given area as a part of periphery depends on subjective
spatial assessment. What for some seems to be periphery for others constitutes an im-
portant centre of spiritual, religious or cultural life. In the case of some places we have
to do with alternation of functions, sometimes being central and at some other times
peripheral and of little importance. Being peripheral geographically does not have to
mean that a given place cannot be an important artistic centre.

If so called “global cities” with their considerable concentration of sophisticated ser-
vices can be hailed globalization centers, it is much more difficult to determine the pe-
ripheries of globalization. If the global cities are places whose impact reaches beyond
their state territory, it seems reasonable that one should search for peripheries outside
the borders of those countries. Peripheries are the territories where the globalization
processes, due to various conditions, are running slower and a little differently. Hong
Kong, London, New York, Singapore are thought to be global cities.

Limiting ourselves to the conclusion that only the global cities can be called the cen-
ters of globalization processes means that, bearing in mind to the theoretical attempt of
determining the centre and peripheries, a large part of the world does not belong either
to the centre or peripheries of globalization. How can we, then, arbitrarily recognize it
that a given territory is not a periphery of globalization and became probably an transi-
tion area between the center and peripheries. In this case, the topological divide seems

158 Szczepanski J., 1998, Indywidualna tozsamosé cztowieka, in: Suchodolski B. (ed.), Strategia obrony i roz-
woju cywilizacji humanistycznej, Warszawa.
159 Czarnowski S., 1956, Podzial przestrzeni i jej rozdzielenie w religii i magii, in: Dziela, t.3, Warszawa.
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to be inadequate. Only matter-of-fact knowledge about ongoing globalization process-
es, the knowledge that gets updated depending on time and space, and rich in empiri-
cal experiences can be helpful.

In the case of Russia, the European part of this country along with the most impor-
tant cities one can treat as the political, economic, social and cultural center. Therefore,
the inhabitants of this region have easier access to the benefits of the globalization pro-
cesses. If we refer to the theory of diffusion, we can say that the peripheral communi-
ties are in the situation of limited opportunities to participate in the “new”, unlike the
communities living in the center. :

As regards the Asian part of Russia, the only practical piece of information flowing
from theoretical deliberations on determining centers and peripheries is that Moscow
being the political centre undoubtedly is a globalization center, however, not the only
one in the global village. In the topographic experiment, where the initial object had a
greater number of solids inscribed into, it turned out that one center peripheries can lie
in the close vicinity of another center. In the case of the Asian parts of Russia and with-
out questioning the big distance to Russian decision center, one should note that this
area lies in the close vicinity of other centers of globalizing world.

With Japan and China, whose economies rank as second and fourth respectively,
being so close to the Asian part of Russia, it is difficult to call it periphery. The same is
reflected by the theoretical topological model that shows that a considerable distance
dividing the peripheries from the center can mean that the previous would remain in
the close proximity of other centers.

One should also point out that in the development of globalization processes, the
geographical distance does not play the most important role for the people’s mobility,
technology and capital transfer. In this case, it is the Russian center that plays an im-
portant, but not key, role in building cooperation between Russian peripheries and spa-
tially close areas of East Asia. Without initiatives flowing from the center, the peripheral
areas are unable to benefit to a greater extent from globalization.

The status and quality of social life in peripheries largely depend on the attitude
of the “central” decision centers, which does not mean that the dimensions and im-
portance of “peripheral” actions and initiatives are limited. Despite the fact that the
movement of investments, capital and people does not always find legal grounding in
the central decisions, one can note bottom-up initiatives in the border areas. D. Simo-
nides*® emphasizes that the border people isolationism has never been absolute, and
in time, the language barrier became more penetrable and even full of holes, and that
is why it could be overcome by phenomena that only rarely, if at all, managed to reach
the central regions.

Russia’s, and especially its Asian part’s, chance is the bottom-up initiative that
could succeed only under many specific circumstances, without which this area will be

160 Simonides D., 1999, Peryferie bogactwem slynne, in: Golebiowski B. (ed.), Centra i peryferie, Oficyna
Wydawnicza Stopka, Lomza.
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deprived of the benefits of globalizations for a long time yet. According to L. Zacher'®!,
Russia can be pushed into modernization by internal dynamism generated by the market
and pro-market reforms. It must be, however, accompanied by technological advance-
ment, especially in electronics and biotechnology. According to the author, manage-
ment modernization in administration as well as citizen participation at the local level
will be of great importance. The question that still remains open to answer is whether
Russia will achieve the coherence and synergy of its economic and social structures, or
whether it will deepen its development dualism based on furthering both its tradition-
al and modern activities.

In the opinion of many researchers, the development of the globalization processes in
the Asian part of Russia causes many threats for traditional economic activity. It arises
from the lack of adequate Russian initiatives aimed at adaptation and creativity, which
leads to inability of many companies to resist the competition of their foreign counter-
parts. The adaptation difficulty and problems to find their own place in the new reality
after the collapse of the Soviet Union are chiefly caused by unique social bonds present
in this area that have been molded by people’s mentality. P. Sztompka'® thinks that mod-
ernization of a given region depends on cultural imponderables. The whole of values, so-
cial bonds and the mentality of people living in the transition times he described as the
imponderables of a great change.

It is especially in the Asian part of Russia that the people described as homo sovieti-
cus will find it very difficult to find their place in the new reality of transition. The term
of homo sovieticus is an abstract notion that never and nowhere can find its complete re-
alization, however, it has its partial counterparts in every society that had been indoc-
trinated long enough with the communist ideology. With the system unable to meet
the expectations and hopes, the essence of homo sovieticus contributed to overthrow-
ing communism. The type of personality nurtured in communism had to face the sys-
tem transition. The results of this clash can be found on the demographic, social and
economic grounds.

Conclusions

The Asian part of Russia is a region that due to its spatial circumstances and the distance
separating it from the country’s decision centers can be called the periphery. The im-
ponderables of great change are features characteristic of the people who inhabit these
areas. A person who was born and raised in a society that has been greatly affected by
spatial, social and economic isolation starts to understand that he or she is a part of a
global village.

161 Zacher LW., 2003, Rosja na rozdrozach — kierunki, struktury, potencje transformacji, in: Stepien-Kuczynska
A.(ed.), Europa Srodkowa i Wschodnia wobec wspélczesnych wyzwari integracyjnych, Wyd. Uniwersytetu
Lédzkiego, L6dL.

162 Sztompka P. (ed.), 1999, Imponderabilia wielkiej zmiany — Mentalnos¢, wartosci i wiezi spoleczne czaséw
transformacji, PWN, Warszawa-Krakéw.
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One can question the fact that the Asian part of Russia is a region which resists the
processes of world integration and consequently call it the periphery of globalization. In
the case of the Asian parts of Russia and without questioning the big distance to Rus-
sian decision center, one should note that this area lies in the close vicinity of other cen-
ters of globalizing world.

The geographical proximity of China and Japan, thought to be one of the poles of the
globalizing world, in near future, can lead to a switch where the present Russian cen-
ter may become a periphery of globalization. Therefore, Siberia and the Russian Far East
have every chance to become the center of people, technology and capital transfer to oth-
er parts of Russia and the remaining republics of the former Soviet Union.
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