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A b s t r a c t : T h e pape r p r e s e n t s s o m e e x a m p l e s o f Polish coastal p r o v i n c e s ' co-opera t ion 
in i t ia t ives and act iv i t ies in the Balt ic Sea reg ion . T h e au thors pay at tent ion to those aspec ts 
of co -ope ra t ion w h i c h h a v e been taken by local munic ipa l i t i e s and c o m m u n i t i e s . In addi t ion 
to ini t ia t ives taken wi th in the w i d e r contex t , a substant ia l n u m b e r of ac t ions e n g a g e a 
l imi ted n u m b e r s of par t i c ipan ts , d i f f e r in k ind, s tatus and size. All the ini t iat ives cons t i tu te a 
s i g n i f i c a n t input to Bal t ic in tegra t ion . 

Introduction 
T h e poli t ical c h a n g e s w h i c h took p lace in Europe at the beg inn ing of the 1990s created 
f a v o u r a b l e cond i t i ons fo r d e v e l o p m e n t of the e c o n o m i c and intellectual potent ia l of all 
s ta tes in the Balt ic r eg ion . Balt ic co -opera t ion m a y b e c o m e a key link in integrat ion 
p roces se s in Europe . 

P rev ious , cur rent and p l a n n e d co -opera t ion act ivi t ies have involved all the s ta tes in the 
Balt ic Sea reg ion . T h e d y n a m i c d e v e l o p m e n t s t ak ing place in Balt ic Eu rope can be 
pe rce ived as the mos t charac te r i s t i c , r e f l ec t ing the n e w l y establ ished fo rma l and in formal 
s t ruc tu res for in tegra t ion and co -ope ra t ion . H o w e v e r , i t must be e m p h a s i s e d that 
ins t i tu t ional i sed c o - o p e r a t i o n wi th in the region is on ly a supers t ruc tu re fac i l i ta t ing 
de l imi t a t ion of an a rea c o m p r i s i n g state bodies . N e x t in line there are regions , local 
c o m m u n i t i e s and their p ro jec t s wh ich a re the main ent i t ies of Baltic co-opera t ion and the 
p r inc ipa l benef ic ia r i e s . 

Balt ic coun t r i e s in E u r o p e have a long, c o m m o n his tory and are present ly u n d e r g o i n g a 
rev iva l of their ident i ty . T h e his tory of these coun t r i e s fea tures both e x a m p l e s of co-
ope ra t i on and of conf l i c t . T h e civi l isa t ion and cul tural e lement conso l ida t ing Balt ic 
E u r o p e a n soc ie ty are m a r i t i m e t rad i t ions wh ich es tabl ish specif ic va lues , as for centur ies 
the sea b rough t p e o p l e c lose r toge ther , espec ia l ly t r adesmen and sai lors, conso l ida t ing their 
a w a r e n e s s of a c o m m o n fa te and interest , t each ing mu tua l respect for l anguage , cul tural and 
r e l i g ious d i f f e r e n c e s . A w i d e s p r e a d and appropr ia te ly high level of k n o w l e d g e abou t each 
o t h e r is a condi t ion fo r the d e v e l o p m e n t of good co-opera t ion . In the p rev ious geopol i t i ca l 
e n v i r o n m e n t in the reg ion this w a s not possible . Cer ta in d i f f icul t ies in c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e to pose a barr ier . On the o ther hand there are certain s imilar i t ies be tween s o m e 
Ian2ua2.es. F u r t h e r m o r e , the Engl i sh l anguage is used as an internat ional l anguage in these 
coun t r i e s . 

T h e central locat ion of Poland in the sou thern strip of the Baltic and our p e o p l e ' s c o m m o n 
a p p r o v a l of in tegra t ion wi th the Eu ropean Union predes t ines us, in a sense , to initiate and 



1. A m o n g the m a r i t i m e p r o v i n c e s in Po land Szczec in m a i n t a i n s the m o s t a n i m a t e d 

O n e of the resul t s of co -opera t ion wi th G e r m a n y , in pa r t i cu la r in s c o p e of spat ia l 
d e v e l o p m e n t in the borde r reg ion , is the In terna t ional Park in the L o w e r O d e r Va l l ey . 
C o m m u n i t i e s e x p r e s s their op in ions on local p lans for land use and p ro jec t s in the 
b o r d e r area. T h i s c o n c e r n s sub t e r r anean f resh w a t e r r e s o u r c e s w h i c h c r i s s -c ross the 
b o r d e r line. T h e Szczec in p rov ince f ea tu re s 21 bo rde r c r o s s i n g s (all types ) . Fer ry 
c o n n e c t i o n s j o i n Ś w i n o u j ś c i e and C o p e n h a g e n , Ys tad , M a l m ö a n d , i n s ea son , R ö n n e . 
T h e r e are air c o n n e c t i o n s f r o m G o l e n i o w , w h i c h lies c lose to S z c z e c i n , to C o p e n h a g e n . 
In 1995 the E u r o r e g i o n Pomerania w a s e s t ab l i shed c o m p r i s i n g : on the Polish s ide 45 
c o m m u n i t i e s f r o m th ree p rov inces , m a i n l y h o w e v e r f rom S z c z e c i n p rov ince , on the 
G e r m a n s ide six coun t i e s and th ree i n d e p e n d e n t t o w n s . As late a s the b e g i n n i n g o f 
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in te rna t iona l co -ope ra t i on ( see F igure 1). Local au thor i t i e s in the reg ion ma in t a in 
r e l a t ions wi th 48 c o m m u n i t i e s round the Balt ic bas in , a m o n g t h e m 33 G e r m a n t o w n s 
and c o m m u n i t i e s , six S w e d i s h t o w n s and c o m m u n i t i e s , t h ree Danish t o w n s and 
c o m m u n i t i e s , t w o in Latvia and one in L i thuan ia . The pr inc ipa l f i e lds of c o - o p e r a t i o n 
inc lude t ou r i sm , cu l ture , educa t ion , publ ic t r anspor t , heal th ca re , e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t 
and pro tec t ion o f the e n v i r o n m e n t . Fore ign co -ope ra t i on o f the s ta te a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
the Szczec in p r o v i n c e inc ludes 39 a g r e e m e n t s and u n d e r s t a n d i n g s on c o - o p e r a t i o n , 30 
o f w h i c h conce rn Balt ic s tates. B e c a u s e o f the locat ion o f the p r o v i n c e , con tac t s f o c u s 
on G e r m a n y but also inc lude D e n m a r k , S o u t h w e s t S k a n i a , L i thuan ia and the 
K a l i n i n g r a d dis t r ic t . 

V v 

F i g u r e 1 . T h e n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f P o l a n d 

ac t i ve ly par t i c ipa te in va r ious f o r m s of in te rna t iona l c o - o p e r a t i o n in the Balt ic r eg ion to 
e n h a n c e in tegra t ion . 

V — 

Baltic links of Polish mar i t ime regions 
M o s t of the pan -Ba l t i c con tac t s es tab l i shed are of a reg iona l c h a r a c t e r ( ra ther than a 
na t iona l o n e ) wi th local au thor i t i es in coas ta l r eg ions p l a y i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t role. 



1998, the C o m m u n i t y Union of Skan i a (associa t ion of local author i t ies) , one of the mos t 
e c o n o m i c a l l y and cu l tura l ly a n i m a t e d regions in Sweden , j o ined Pomeran i a , g iv ing i t its 
P o l i s h - G e r m a n - S w e d i s h t r i - d imens iona l charac ter . The main area of life and w o r k of its 
inhab i tan t s c o v e r s the m a r i t i m e e c o n o m y , tour ism and agr icul ture . All these areas will 
r e m a i n the d o m a i n s o f c r o s s - b o r d e r co-opera t ion . 
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2. T h e fo re ign con tac t s of Kosza l in p rov ince are dec idedly m o r e mode ra t e in compar i son 
wi th o ther coas ta l p rov inces in Po land . Local author i t ies in this p rov ince s igned an 
a g r e e m e n t on co -ope ra t ion wi th Skan ia and the Gove rno r of Kosza l in s igned one with 
the Ka l in ing rad Distr ict and M e c k l e n b u r g - V o r p o m m e r n . T h e s e a g r e e m e n t s concern 
e c o n o m i c and cul tura l co -ope ra t i on . 

3 . Loca l au thor i t i e s of S łupsk p rov ince and the p rov ince g o v e r n o r co -opera te with six 
par tners in S w e d e n and f ive in D e n m a r k . T h e f ie lds of co-opera t ion inc lude agr icul ture , 
p ro tec t ion of the natura l e n v i r o n m e n t , educat ion and cul ture as well as m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
indus t r ies . T h e p r o v i n c e ' s m o s t an ima ted relat ions have been ma in t a ined s ince 1990 
wi th the p rov ince of B o r n h o l m in D e n m a r k . In 1993 an a g r e e m e n t on co-opera t ion w a s 
c o n c l u d e d b e t w e e n the t o w n o f S łupsk and Bornholm C o u n t y which cove r s t w o agreed 
p ro jec t s on e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro tec t ion and hous ing . T h e a g r e e m e n t and unde r s t and ing of 
1994 b e t w e e n the Słupsk and Bornho lm prov inces (s igned in R ö n n e ) cover s the 
f o l l o w i n g Helds: 

• p ro tec t ion of the natural e n v i r o n m e n t and power resources ; 

• ag r i cu l tu re and f i sh ing ; 

• bu i ld ing ; 

• an in te r - reg iona l c o m m u n i c a t i o n ne twork : 

• i n f ra s t ruc tu re ; 

• d e v e l o p m e n t of tour i sm; 

• educa t ion and cul tural e x c h a n g e ; 

• a s s i s t ance in e c o n o m i c ini t iat ives. 

T h i s f o r m a l co -ope ra t ion f r a m e w o r k g a v e g rounds for regular w o r k i n g mee t ings o f 
reg ional and local admin i s t r a t ion s taf f and non-gove rnmen ta l ins t i tu t ions and c o m p a n y 
e m p l o y e e s . For e x a m p l e ove r 350 publ ic adminis t ra tors f rom the p rov ince o f S łupsk 
pa r t i c ipa ted in severa l specia l i s t t ra in ing courses . One of the resul ts of this w a s the pilot 
b io - r e f i ne ry p lant built in C z a r n a D a b r o w k a near Słupsk, real ised th rough co-opera t ion 
be tween the B io ra f F o u n d a t i o n on Bornho lm and Słupsk province . 

A p resen ta t ion of e c o n o m i c and cul tural a ch i evemen t s took płace du r ing the Days of 
Bornholm and Days of Słupsk even t s o rgan ised in S łupsk in 1992 and on B o r n h o l m in 
1994. A t ang ib le result of these mee t ings was a new water t r ea tmen t plant built t hanks 
to Danish r e sou rces in a fish p r o c e s s i n g plant in Ustka. Wi th in the f r a m e w o r k of c ross-
bo rde r co -ope ra t i on with D e n m a r k , the cons t ruc t ion of a yach t mar ina in Leba is under -



way , as is an i n fo rma t ion p r o g r a m m e on tour ism and e c o n o m y I N F O T U R - B I N , w a s t e 
m a n a g e m e n t in the S łupsk region and upg rad ing of a boiler plant in Ustka. T h e 
an ima to r of co -ope ra t ion be tween B o r n h o l m and the Słupsk province was the M a y o r of 
Bornho lm C o u n t y , Mr K n u d Ande r sen . In 1996 he was awarded a medal f rom the 
Słupsk prov ince au thor i t i es for his con t r ibu t ion to integrat ion. 

Słupsk p rov ince a lso ma in t a in s intense re la t ions with the Swedish province K r o n o b e r g . 
These focus ma in ly on env i ronmen ta l protec t ion , pr ivat isat ion, tourism and spatial 
p lanning. T h e S A L A B I T S p rog ram, initiated in 1990, gave excel lent g rounds for u s ing 
the exper i ence of a local author i ty wi th t radi t ions and ach i evemen t s in Sweden here in 
Polish c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e e f fec t of the p r o g r a m m e has been to initiate co-opera t ion 
be tween several c o m m u n i t i e s . 

S ince 1987 the t o w n of S łupsk has been co -opera t ing with the town of Van taa in 
Finland, par t icular ly in the f ie lds of heal th care, we l fa re services, bui lding, schools , 
cul ture and sport . 

4. Ano the r p rov ince , G d a n s k , s igned its first co-opera t ive ag reemen t in 1990 with the 
Coun ty of S tors t röm in D e n m a r k . T h e region act ively par t ic ipated in es tab l i sh ing the 
A g e n c y for G d a n s k - P o m e r a n i a n D e v e l o p m e n t . Present ly, Baltic co-opera t ion inc ludes 
ag reemen t s with 13 c o m m u n i t i e s and t o w n s in D e n m a r k , 12 with Sweden , four with the 
Kal in ingrad distr ict and o n e with Li thuania . 

In the Baltic par t of G e r m a n y Gdansk ma in ta ins t ight re la t ions with Sch leswig-Hols te in , 
the independen t Hansea t i c town of B remen and M e c k l e n b u r g - V o r p o m m e r n . Kiel 
provided ass is tance in es tab l i sh ing the G d a n s k E c o n o m i c Chamber . T h a n k s to the 
act ivi ty of the Bremen C o m m e r c i a l Bureau m a n y c o m p a n i e s have begun in ternat ional 
co-opera t ion . C o n t a c t s have been ma in t a ined relat ing to envi ronmenta l protec t ion , 
youth e x c h a n g e p r o g r a m m e s and co-opera t ion a m o n g m u s e u m s , schools and se l f -
gove rn ing bodies . 

T h e city of G d a n s k is an impor tant par tner in internat ional co-operat ion and the 
integrat ion of Poland wi th Baltic Europe . In Gdansk , the Union of Baltic Ci t ies , 
es tabl ished in 1991, has its seat in the Green Gate . The secretar iat of V A S A B 2 0 1 0 h a s 
also been located there s ince 1996 as has the Baltic Bureau for Tour ism Co-ope ra t ion . 
The G d a n s k E c o n o m i c C h a m b e r be longs to the Baltic Sea C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e 
Associa t ion ( B C C A ) , the port of G d a n s k be longs to the Balt ic Ports Organisa t ion and 
G d a n s k Univers i ty co -ope ra t e s with the Baltic Univers i ty at Uppsala in Sweden . T h e s e 
f ew example s indica te that the init iat ives in G d a n s k , under taken by the city and reg ion 
in m a n y f ie lds (e.g. e c o n o m y , science, cul ture , society and communica t i on ) cons t i tu te a 
s ign i f icant input to Bal t ic in tegrat ion, and that G d a n s k today is an open, European 
Baltic city. 

5. The Polish p rov ince s t r e tch ing fur thes t east oh the Polish coast is the Elbląg p rov ince . 
Its geograph ica l locat ion has a f fec ted the direct ion and types of c ross -border co-
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opera t ion of this p rov ince . F o u r a g r e e m e n t s s igned with the Kal in ingrad district r e fe r to 
bo rde r c ross ings and c o - o p e r a t i o n o v e r the scope of agriculture, and the food p roces s ing 
industry . Six a g r e e m e n t s h a v e been s igned wi th Sweden , ma in ly cover ing the local 
g o v e r n m e n t s o f B lek inge , K a r l s k r o n a and Ronneby concern ing e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p ro tec t ion , local d e m o c r a c y , e c o n o m i c p romot ion , communica t i on , tour ism educa t i on 
and cul ture . E lb l ag p r o v i n c e has a l so s igned one agreement with Denmark and one wi th 
Latvia . 

The Baltic Euro reg ion as a new area of co-operation in the 
Baltic Sea region 
T h e author i t ies of E lb l ag p r o v i n c e in i t ia ted the es tab l i shment of the new Baltic E u r o r e g i o n 
on 22 February 1998 (see F i g u r e 2). Rep re sen t a t i ve s of local gove rnmen t s of six coun t r i e s -
D e n m a r k ( B o r n h o l m ) , S w e d e n ( K a l m a r , Kronobe rg , Blekinge) , Li thuania (K la ipeda ) , 
Latvia (L i epa j a ) and Russ ia ( K a l i n i n g r a d district , Kal in ingrad , Bal t i jsk) - and four no r the rn 
Polish p rov inces (S łupsk , G d a n s k , E l b l a g and Olsz tyn) decided to deve lop closer e c o n o m i c 
and cul tura l t ies. T h i s E u r o r e g i o n wi l l f a v o u r equal i sed ad jus tmen t s in the l iving s t a n d a r d s 
of Balt ic c o m m u n i t i e s by t ak ing a d v a n t a g e of European Union aid. 

F i g u r e 2 . T h e B a l t i c E u r o r e g i o n 

T h e Euroreg ion , ca l l ed by s o m e the Small European Union round the Baltic, will f ac i l i t a te 
con tac t s be tween peop le , will p r o m o t e learn ing about the past and con tempora ry h i s to ry of 
the count r ies i nvo lved , wil l d r a w y o u n g peop le together and help erase h is tor ica l 
p re jud ices . T h e p r o p o s e d s p h e r e s of co-opera t ion include assis tance in e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t and t rade , d e v e l o p m e n t of a technical infras t ructure , m a n a g e m e n t of b o r d e r 
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reg ions , i m p r o v e m e n t o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l condi t ions , w a s t e m a n a g e m e n t and co -opera t ion in 
the f ie lds of cu l tu re , s c i ence and educa t ion . The e s t ab l i shmen t of the Baltic Eu ro reg ion 
fo rma l i s e s ex i s t ing con tac t s b e t w e e n the local author i t ies and munic ipa l i t i e s in the area . By 
g iv ing this co -ope ra t i on a fo rma l i s ed and inst i tut ional d imens ion the hope is to spread the 
c o m p e t e n c i e s of each local au thor i ty and to crea te a f r i end ly env i ronment for r each ing the i r 
goa l s . 

T h e Balt ic op t ion is o n e s t rand of Polish fore ign pol icy , and a very impor tan t one if na t iona l 
w e l f a r e is t aken into cons ide ra t ion . It is not only the local au thor i t i es but also local 
b u s i n e s s m e n w h o rely on the insp i r ing in f luence of Baltic co -ope ra t ion for the e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t of the r eg ion . Polish p o n s a lso see the poss ibi l i ty of d e v e l o p m e n t in a r eas 
such as addi t iona l c a r g o and p a s s e n g e r fer ry lines. 

C o - o p e r a t i o n in the Euro reg ion is to be g o v e r n e d by the pr inc ip les and va lues c o n f i r m e d in 
the p r o g r a m V A S A B 2 0 1 0 : 

1 . to p r o m o t e sus t a inab le e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t with d u e cons idera t ion for the 
e n v i r o n m e n t ; 

2 . to lessen spat ial d i s h a r m o n y , d i sc repanc ie s be tween reg ions ( economic , soc ia l , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ) t h rough the equal use of space and in ter regional sol idar i ty ; 

3. to enab le reg iona l par t ic ipa t ion in the d e v e l o p m e n t of the who le coun t ry , by 
u n d e r t a k i n g d e c i s i o n s at the nat ional level based on the indiv idual features of the i r 
identi ty - var ie ty , d e m o c r a c y , subs id ia r i ty ; 

4 . to p r o v i d e oppor tun i t i e s for inhabi tants to chose their p lace of res idence , p ro fess ion 
and act iv i ty . 

T h e first m e e t i n g of the E u r o r e g i o n Counc i l (on 23 Feb rua ry 1998) passed a resolut ion to 
es tabl ish th ree w o r k i n g g r o u p s for : 

• spatial p l a n n i n g ; 

• social w e l f a r e , cu l tu re , sport , s c i ence and educa t ion ; 

• e c o l o g y and e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro tec t ion . 

On 6 Apri l 1998, d u r i n g a m e e t i n g in G d y n i a of spatial p l anne r s f r o m the Euroreg ion , the 
first g r o u p s tar ted to w o r k . 

O t h e r examples of co-operat ive activities in the South-East 
Baltic 
Repre sen t a t i ve s o f reg iona l au thor i t ies , c h a m b e r s o f c o m m e r c e , cul tural inst i tut ions and 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l you th o rgan i sa t ions f r o m all the coas ta l p r o v i n c e s in Poland have t aken 
an ac t ive part in the Bal t ic Sea Sta tes Subreg iona l C o n f e r e n c e , o rgan ised thanks to the 
ini t ia t ive of the Counc i l of the Baltic Sta tes . A n o t h e r e x a m p l e of endeavours i s the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t in Kotka , in 1996, of the Balt ic Sea C o m m i s s i o n to r egene ra t e the Balt ic Sea , 
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e n h a n c e p rope r e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , relevant educa t ion , decent ra l i sa t ion and the 
p r o c u r e m e n t of f inancial m e a n s to d e v e l o p the region. 

S e v e n cit ies in the Polish coasta l p r o v i n c e s (Elblag, G d a n s k , Sopot , G d y n i a , Leba, Szczec in 
and Ś w i n o u j ś c i e ) are ac t ively e n g a g e d in the w o r k of the Un ion of Balt ic Cit ies and its 
c o m m i t t e e s . The i r act ivi ty a ims to p r o m o t e ecologica l , cul tura l and social benef i t s for the 
w h o l e of soc ie ty in the region of the Balt ic Sea and espec ia l ly the 77 cities of the Un ion . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Polish ins t i tu t ions and organisa t ions are ac t ive m e m b e r s co -ope ra t i ng 
wi th such Balt ic o rgan i sa t ions as the Balt ic Sea C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e Assoc ia t ion , Balt ic 
Por ts Organ i sa t i on , Baltic Sea Al l iance , Baltic Sea T o u r i s m C o m m i s s i o n , Balt ic Un ive r s i ty 
P r o g r a m m e Helcom, Balt ic Inst i tute, Associa t ion of Balt ic Na t iona l Parks , Balt ic 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Educat ion n e t w o r k , Ars Baltica, Social Hansa , the C o n f e r e n c e of Balt ic 
U n i v e r s i t y Rectors and the Assoc ia t ion of M u s e u m s and Cas t l es a round the Balt ic Sea. 

Spec ia l a t tent ion should be paid to the V A S A B 2010 . T h a n k s to these p r o g r a m m e s the 
r eg ion a r o u n d the Baltic has an oppor tun i ty to b e c o m e bet ter integrated in Europe and to 
b e c o m e an area with a hea l thy natura l env i ronmen t and ba lanced d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e 
a c h i e v e m e n t of a syne rgy e f fec t is a lso intended by h a r m o n i s i n g spatial d e v e l o p m e n t 
po l i c i e s real ised in the count r ies round the Baltic Sea. 

c 

T h e pr inc ipa l e l emen t s o f d e v e l o p m e n t in V A S A B 2 0 1 0 take into cons idera t ion Polish 
in te res t s assoc ia ted with d e v e l o p i n g : 
• A sys tem of at t ract ive and compe t i t i ve towns which take a d v a n t a g e of their coasta l 

loca t ion . An impor tant role is to be played by Tr i -c i ty as Europol and Szczec in as a 
b r idu ing ciiv a f fec ted by Berl in, with the towns of Kosza l in , S łupsk , Elb ląg and Olsz tyn -
as impor tan t centres l inked in the Balt ic ne twork ; 

• A m u l t i m e d i a l t ranspor t cent res ne twork c r o w n i n g the European A - l l inks and T E R 
links to Via Hansea t ica and the A-3 in mar i t ime co-opera t ion , p r o m o t i n g p ro-eco log ica l 
t r anspor t ( ferr ies and ra i lways) ; 

• T h e Green Baltic Ring incorpora t ing the c o m p l e x of Polish Green L u n g s in Europe , a 
sys t em of eco logica l ly va luab le areas . I t c rea tes an oppor tun i ty to prac t ice yach t ing , 
cyc l ing , water sports and o ther f o r m s of env i ronmenta l tour i sm and ag r i t ou r i sm; 

• C r o s s - b o r d e r co-opera t ion con t r ibu t ing to i m p r o v e m e n t s in e c o n o m i c and social 
in tegr i ty . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t of the Pomeran ia and Balt ic Eu ro reg ions should p r o v e 
u se fu l for this purpose . 

Recen t l y , a f inancia l m e c h a n i s m to e n c o u r a g e par tners f r o m the area of the Balt ic Sea to 
u n d e r t a k e intensive co-opera t ion as part of I N T E R R E G IIC (a European Union p r o g r a m m e 
for t ransna t iona l co-opera t ion on spatial p lann ing) has been deve loped . D u r i n g the 
c o n f e r e n c e in Kar l skrona in D e c e m b e r 1997 f ive pro jec ts f r o m nor thern Po land were 
p r e sen t ed , a long with a fu r the r 16 in wh ich Poland had par t i c ipa ted . 
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Conclusions 
T h e access ion o f S w e d e n and Fin land to the European Union comple te ly c h a n g e d the 
spat ial c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the E u r o p e a n Un ion . T h e Balt ic may const i tute a w a y for Po land to 
b e c o m e part o f a un i ted Europe . As of today , V A S A B 2 0 1 0 ensures the ha rmon i sa t ion of 
spatial d e v e l o p m e n t and c lose co -ope ra t ion wi th in the f r a m e w o r k of spec i f ic pro jec ts 
a m o n g several E u r o p e a n Union states. 

T h e 21s t cen tu ry in E u r o p e will be a E u r o p e of reg ions . The t r ans fo rmat ion of the poli t ical 
and e c o n o m i c image of Balt ic E u r o p e will no doub t af fec t integration processes in Europe , 
to e n h a n c e or even al ter its course . T h e fu tu r e of Baltic Europe d e p e n d s on m a n y fac tors . 
Every reg ion has indiv idual charac te r i s t i cs , d o m i n a n t t radi t ions, w a y s of t h ink ing and 
act ing. 

T h e e v o l v i n g Baltic identity s t e m s f r o m the fact that , a l though the var ious states are a i m i n g 
at d i f f e ren t i a t ed targets , fo r all of them the route lies through a regional commonwealth. 
This is e m p h a s i s e d in all Bal t ic s ta tes and should const i tute a point of depar tu re f o r fu r the r 
dec i s ions and ac t ions . Dec i s ions on se lec t ion of par tners for co-opera t ion should not de r ive 
so le ly f r o m g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o x i m i t y but above all f rom convic t ions r ega rd ing the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e and poss ib i l i t ies o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f the area. 

A few years ago , Bal t ic E u r o p e w a s pe rce ived on ly as a concept , a vision for the fa r fu tu re . 
Facts have q u i c k l y f o l l o w e d the vis ion. Present ly , the term refers to numerous ac t iv i t ies of 
v a r y i n g i m p o r t a n c e and to in te rac t ions and re la t ions a l ready unde rway in the a rea . Fur ther 
d e v e l o p m e n t of the a rea d e p e n d s on m a n y fac tors , a m o n g them economic t r ans fo rma t ion in 
Poland and the Bal t ic Repub l i c s , as well as on whe the r the deve loped Baltic coun t r i e s will 
be capab le of p r o v i d i n g the neces sa ry ass i s tance in the field of e c o n o m y , f i n a n c e and 
t e c h n o l o g y to n e i g h b o u r i n g coun t r i e s in o rder to e l iminate the ex is t ing e c o n o m i c and social 
g a p s b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t Balt ic sub - r eg ions . 

C lose r co -ope ra t i on by Poland wi th its Balt ic par tners m a y s igni f icant ly a f f ec t the shape 
and fa te of the Bal t ic community, wh i ch for Poland is a scheduled chal lenge. 

4 8 



References 
1.Dunin Kwin ta , J. (ed.) , 1998, XIII Se jmik Morsk i Polska Mys l Bałtycka (Polish Baltic 

Concent), S t o w a r z y s z e n i e Civitas Christiana, Oś rodek Mvsli Morsk ie j , Szczec in 

4 9 

2 .Roc lawsk i , L., G. G r z e l a k , 1997, Wojewodztwo Gdańskie 2000 plus (Gdansk province 
2000 plus)-, Strategia rozwoju (Development strategy)-, Współpraca międzynarodowa w 
regionie bałtyckim (International co-operation in the Baltic region)-, Warunki powołania 
Euroregionu Południowo-Wschodniego Bałtyku (Conditions for establishing the 
Euroregion for the South-East Baltic region), Gdansk . 
3 .Roczysk i , W. (ed.) , 1998, Projekty rozwoju przestrzennego obszaru bałtyckiego w 
perspektywie programow INTERREG IIC i VASAB - 2010 (Projects for spatial 
development of the Baltic area in view of INTERREG IIC and VASAB - 2010), G d a n s k . 

4.Zaleski , J., 1993, Razem czy osobno? Przyczynek do koncepcji bałtyckiej wspołnoty 
regionalnej (Together or separately? A word for the concept of regional Baltic 
commonwealth), V A S A B - 2 0 1 0 , C U P - B i u r o Planowania R e g i o n a l n e g o w G d a ń s k u , 
Sopot . 

5.Zaleski, J., 1997, Od wizji do działania (From a vision to action), V A S A B - 2 0 1 0 , K o m i t e t 
r ozwo ju p r z e s t r z e n n e g o m o r z a Bał tyck iego , Gdansk . 


