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P o l i t i c a l c h a n g e s w h i c h t o o k p l a c e in E u r o p e a t the b e g i n n i n g o f the n ine t ies c r e a t e d 
f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s f o r d e v e l o p m e n t o f t he e c o n o m i c and in te l lec tua l po ten t i a l o f all 
s ta tes in t he Ba l t i c r e g i o n . 

I m p r o v e m e n t in r e l a t i ons a f t e r 1989 , a s we l l a s the p r i m e min i s t e r s ' c o n f e r e n c e h e l d 
in R o n n e b y in 1990 h a v e b r o u g h t a b o u t a r ev iva l of E u r o p e a n in tegra t ion in t he B a l t i c 
a r ea . T h e a c c e s s i o n o f F in land and S w e d e n t o the E u r o p e a n U n i o n a n d the a s p i r a t i o n o f 
P o l a n d a n d t he Ba l t i c s ta tes t o j o i n t he U n i o n m a k e t he Ba l t i c S e a a n internal s e a o f the 
u n i t i n g E u r o p e . 

T h e B a l t i c n a t i o n s h a v e a l o n g c o m m o n h i s to ry o f bo th c o - o p e r a t i o n and c o n f l i c t s 
o v e r ' d o m i n i u m M a r i s Bal t ic i ' . N o w a d a y s t h e y a re e x p e r i e n c i n g a rev iva l o f t he i r 
i den t i ty . 

T h e e l e m e n t c o n s o l i d a t i n g , to a c e r t a in ex ten t , Ba l t i c s o c i e t y i s m a r i t i m e t r a d i t i o n 
w h i c h h a s c r e a t e d spec i a l v a l u e s fo r p e o p l e s o v e r cen tu r i e s . ' H o m o Ba l t i cu s ' i s d e e p l y 
r o o t e d a n d in t eg ra t ed b y the m a r i t i m e e n v i r o n m e n t , fu l ly a w a r e o f c o m m o n f a t e a n d 
in te res t s , w i t h r e s p e c t f o r i nd iv idua l l a n g u a g e s , cu l tu r e s and re l ig ions . 

T h e c e n t r a l l oca t i on o f P o l a n d s o u t h o f the Ba l t i c a n d c o m m o n a p p r o v a l o f 
i n t e g r a t i o n p r o c e s s e s wi th the E u r o p e a n U n i o n p r e d e s t i n e s us, in a sense , to in i t ia te a n d 
a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n va r i ous f o r m s o f i n t e rna t i ona l c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d e n h a n c e m e n t o f 
i n t e g r a t i o n p r o c e s s e s w h i c h in f u r t h e r p e r s p e c t i v e shal l su re ly c o v e r a l so ea s t e rn B a l t i c 
c o u n t r i e s . 

B a l t i c c o - o p e r a t i o n c o v e r s m o r e than a g r o u p of coun t r i e s . I t a l so invo lves i n t e r f a c e 
b e t w e e n en t i t i e s a t v a r i o u s l eve l s : loca l a n d se l f g o v e r n i n g au tho r i t i e s , c o m p a n i e s , p o r t s , 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , g o v e r n m e n t a l a n d n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l b o d i e s , fo r e x a m p l e i n s c o p e of: 
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p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t , t r a n s p o r t , c u l t u r e , e d u c a t i o n a n d s h a p i n g o f 
a d e m o c r a t i c soc i e ty . 

A n e w p l a n e f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t he s o u t h - e a s t r e g i o n s o f t h e B a l t i c w a s e s t a b l i s h e d 
a t M a l b o r k C a s t l e on the 2 2 n d o f F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 8 - t h e B a l t i c E u r o - r e g i o n i n c o r p o r a t e s 
s o u t h e r n S w e d e n ( K a l m a r , K r o n o b e r g , B l e k i n g e ) , n o r t h e r n P o l a n d (c i t i e s a n d 
c o m m u n i t i e s o f t he p r o v i n c e s o f S ł u p s k , G d a ń s k , E l b l ą g and O l s z t y n ) , t h e K a l i n i n g r a d 
D i s t r i c t , the r e g i o n o f K ł a j p e d a , L i e p a j a a n d D a n i s h B o r n h o l m . 

C o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h i n the b igges t E u r o - r e g i o n i n E u r o p e i s t o f a c i l i t a t e c o n t a c t s 
b e t w e e n p e o p l e , l e a r n i n g a b o u t the p a s t a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y h i s t o r y o f o u r n e i g h b o u r s , 
d r a w y o u n g p e o p l e t o g e t h e r , r e m o v e h i s t o r i c a l p r e j u d i c e a n d s t i m u l a t e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t h e r e g i o n t o i m p r o v e the l i fe s t anda rd o f its i n h a b i t a n t s . 

O v e r the c e n t u r i e s G d a ń s k b o t h a s a p o r t a n d a c i ty b e c a m e t h e m a i n s e t t l e m e n t a r e a 
o n t h e s o u t h e r n c o a s t o f t he Ba l t i c w h i c h t h a n k s t o its m a r i n e t r a d i t i o n s a n d cu l t u r a l 
v a l u e s o f P o m e r a n i a and K a s h u b i a , e s t a b l i s h e d a s t r o n g c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y o f t h e r e g i o n . 

I n t h e t h o u s a n d - y e a r h i s to ry G d a ń s k r i v a l l e d f o r p r i m a c y w i t h o t h e r c e n t r e s i n 
t h e r e g i o n s u c h a s M a l b o r k and E l b l ą g . I n t h e 19th century7 , K o n i g s b e r g b e c a m e 
a c o m p e t i t i v e c e n t r e i n t h e r eg ion . T h e t w e n t y - y e a r p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e t w o W o r l d W a r s 
p r o l o n g e d s e p a r a t i o n o f t he G d a ń s k p o r t f r o m the h i n t e r l a n d a n d d u e t o t h e f r e e c i ty 
s t a t u s t h e d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e o f the ci ty on the r e g i o n d i m i n i s h e d . 

Fig. 1. Baltic Euro-region 
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O n the o t h e r h a n d , h o w e v e r , t he n e w t o w n o f G d y n i a r a p i d l y d e v e l o p e d . D u r i n g th i s 
p e r i o d of t w e n t y y e a r s , G d y n i a - a sma l l f i s h i n g v i l lage - was t r a n s f o r m e d into a t o w n of 
120 t h o u s a n d i n h a b i t a n t s i n 1 9 3 9 . A t p r e s e n t , G d a ń s k t o g e t h e r w i t h Sopo t and G d y n i a 
f o r m an u r b a n r eg ion o f the G d a ń s k B a y , a por t and u r b a n a g g l o m e r a t i o n w i t h 
a p o p u l a t i o n of o n e mil l ion i n h a b i t a n t s , o n e of the b igges t c e n t r e s on the Bal t i c coas t , 
wi th a d e e p s e n s e o f r eg iona l i den t i t y r e i n f o r c e d by h i s to r i ca l t rad i t ion o f G d a ń s k 
P o m e r a n i a . 

T h e p o p u l a t i o n s t ruc ture o f th i s r e g i o n r e f l ec t s the p o s t - w a r w e l f a r e o f P o m e r a n i a a n d 
the e x t e n t o f m i g r a t i o n m o v e m e n t s o f its p o p u l a t i o n . M o s t l y , t h e p o p u l a t i o n i m m i g r a t e d 
into t he r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g i m m i g r a n t f a m i l i e s f r o m the eas t e rn b o r d e r l a n d w h a t r e s u l t e d 
in a ' c u l t u r a l m e l t i n g po t ' . T h e w e a l t h o f t r ad i t ions and v a r i e t y o f ma te r i a l c u l t u r e 
a l l o w e d fo r t he s h a p i n g of a m u t u a l l y o p e n a t t i tude of the n e w c o m e r s and a g r o w i n g 
s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g . Th i s r e m a i n s a n o n g o i n g p r o c e s s t o this d a y . C o n t e m p o r a r y va lues , 
w h i c h i n t e g r a t e p e o p l e f r o m V i l n i u s , L v i v a n d i m m i g r a n t s f r o m U k r a i n e (in resul t o f 
' W i s ł a 1 c a m p a i g n ) , i n f l u e n c e d by r ich f r o n t i e r t r ad i t ions a s w e l l a s the c o n t i n u i t y o f 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e o f K a s h u b i a a n d K o c i e w i e are e n h a n c e d b y the t h o u s a n d - y e a r h i s t o r y o f 
G d a ń s k , t he a n i m a t e d t r ad i t ions o f S t A d a l b e r t , the t r ad i t i ons o f H a n s a and the g o l d e n 
age o f G d a ń s k . T h e e thos o f the 1980 p r o t e s t w h i c h e m b r a c e s bo th mora l c o u r a g e t o 
p r o t e s t a n d the i m p o r t a n c e o f c i t i z en s o l i d a r i t y t o r each an u n d e r s t a n d i n g for c o m m o n 
b e n e f i t i s a n o t h e r u n f o r g e t t a b l e e l e m e n t c o n t r i b u t i n g to this ' p o t ' . 

M a r i t i m e t r ad i t ion g ives the c u l t u r e o f Pol i sh coas ta l r e g i o n a spec i f i c f l avour . T h e 
e t h o s o f m a r i n e a m b i t i o n s i s r e f l e c t e d in the d e v e l o p m e n t o f the n e w city o f G d y n i a a n d 
e l e m e n t s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y s e a m a n , po r t a n d sh ipya rd cu l tu re . T h e e thos o f P o m e r a n i a 
r e m a i n s v iv id a n d a t t rac t ive for p e o p l e o f v a r y i n g decen t l iv ing in the r eg ion . T h e m a r i n e 
c h a r a c t e r , o p e n d o o r s into the B a l t i c r e g i o n a n d the P o m e r a n i a n e t h o s are the k e y s t o n e o f 
the r e g i o n ' s c u l t u r a l po l icy . 

"A pure historical chance or perhaps the hand of justice have brought me to decide about my 
polish identity and humanity here in Warmia and Mazury, where there is no dismissal of alien 
traditions, because they too have contr ibuted to the moral shape of my homeland, my cherished 

decision. On discovering the Polish identity and heritage I also unveil the existing Prussian. German 

A s p e c t a c u l a r e x a m p l e of c o m m o n h e r i t a g e a w a r e n e s s on the Pol ish s ide w a s a p h o t o -
g r a p h i c e x h i b i t i o n in Ol sz tyn in 1993 p r e s e n t i n g the w h o l e a r ea of f o r m e r E a s t e r n 
Pruss ia . T h e e x h i b i t i o n s h o w e d , a m o n g o the r s , the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f k insh ip wi th w h a t 
. . r m e r l y h a d b e e n cal led Pol ish P r u s s i a n K i n g d o m , in the 19th c e n t u r y W e s t e r n P r u s s i a 
and t o d a y i s u s u a l l y r e f e r r ed to a s the V i s t u l a P o m e r a n i a . T h e a u t h o r o f the e x h i b i t i o n 
a n d a l b u m c a l l e d The N o r t h e r n A t l a n t a , K a z i m i e r z B r a k o n i e c k i w r o t e i n the p r e a m b l e : 

W a r m i a a n d M a z u r y c o v e r a n a rea , w h i c h t o g e t h e r wi th K ó n i g b e l o n g e d b e f o r e 
t he S e c o n d W o r l d W a r t o Eas t e rn P r u s s i a . T h e past c en tu r i e s f e a t u r e d m a n y e v e n t s v iv id 
on t he a w a r e n e s s o f va r ious n a t i o n s and p a r t i c u l a r l y the Bal t i c coas t n e i g h b o u r s o f th i s 
part o f n o r t h - e a s t f o r m e r P rus s i a . T h e r e g i o n w a s and pa r t l y sti l l r e m a i n s m u l t i e t h n i c , 

n u l t i c u l t u r a l a n d o p e n to i n f l u e n c e . O u r c o m m o n past and c u l t u r a l he r i t age i s c o n n e c t e d 
no t o n l y wi th h i s to ry and l e g a c y o f t h e T e u t o n i c kn igh t s , a n d P russ i an D u k e d o m , 
K i n g d o m , a w e a l t h of L i t h u a n i a n a n d P o l i s h c o n t r i b u t i o n s but a l s o wi th wha t can still be 

seen t o d a y as p e r m a n e n t in the n a t u r a l s c e n e r y and spa t ia l , a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t , 
the la t te r p a r t o f this he r i t age , t h o u g h h a v i n g s u f f e r e d d e s t r u c t i o n , v i sua l i s e s a n d 
o c u m e n t s t h e mul t i cu l tu ra l c h a r a c t e r o f K o n i g s b e r g and the r e g i o n . 
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Warmian and Mazurian heritage in order to give evidence of aspir ing towards a free and fair 
homeland, which respects other brotherly nations and communit ies , the traces of which are spread 
on many lands, like those traces of our national presence beyond our present borders. Those are 
not solely traces of national presence but signs and memories of humani ty . 

Thinking of this commonwealth of memories, spirit, common values, personal and national, 
traces of being, dispersed by fate and confi rmed by history on many a borderland, my 
contemplat ion on the need to feel a sense of identity and existential certainty led me to 
a conclusion that I - a representative of a generation born on this land after World War II - am the 
next in line heir to the scenery, culture and memory shaping a commonwea l th of the live and those 
passed away Prussians, Germans, Poles, Warmians, Mazurians , Russ ians . Lithuanians - the 
Europeans ." 

T h e Ba l t i c E u r o - r e g i o n m a y b e the w a y t o E u r o p e f o r t h e K a l i n i n g r a d Dis t r i c t . I n the 
pas t , t h e A l b e r t y n a - Un ive r s i t y p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t ro l e in K ó n i g s b e r g . T h i s P r o t e s t a n t 
u n i v e r s i t y wi th 4 5 0 y e a r old t rad i t ion had c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p a c t o n t h e r i s i ng p o s i t i o n o f 
K o n i e s b e r s c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y a n e s t a b l i s h e d i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r d e v e l o p m e n t o f i n t e l l e c t u a l 
c u l t u r e o f the s o u t h - e a s t e r n Bal t ic c o a s t . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f p r i n t i n g a n d b o o k s e l l i n g i n 
K ó n i g s b e r g i s an e x a m p l e o f the a b o v e . B o o k s w e r e p r i n t e d in all l a n g u a g e s p r e s e n t i n 
the r e g i o n - in G e r m a n , Pol ish , L i t h u a n i a n a n d to a s m a l l e r e x t e n t in o l d P r u s s i a n w h i c h 
w a s still i n use in the no r the rn par t o f E a s t e r n P r u s s i a . T h e u n i v e r s i t y l i b ra ry h o u s e d o n e 
o f t he r i ches t c o l l e c t i o n s i n E u r o p e r e l a t i n g t o the h i s t o r y o f P o l a n d , L i t h u a n i a and 
P r u s s i a . 

A m o n g the c e l e b r i t i e s o f the s c i en t i f i c w o r l d o n e m u s t m e n t i o n I m m a n u e l K a n t . 
P o l i s h l e c tu r e r s w e r e a l so p re sen t . Jan K o c h a n o w s k i w a s a s t u d e n t o f th i s U n i v e r s i t y a n d 
such f a m o u s f i g u r e s a s M i k o ł a j K o p e r n i k , M i k o ł a j R e j and A n d r z e j F r y c z M o d r z e w s k i 
v i s i t ed th i s u n i v e r s i t y . 

A n u m e r o u s g r o u p o f s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t a l , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i v i s t s , c l e r g y m e n and 
t e a c h e r s w h o e x e r t e d a s i gn i f i c an t i m p a c t o n the h i s t o r y o f P o m e r a n i a w e r e g r a d u a t e s o f 
th i s U n i v e r s i t y . T o d a y , wi thin the f r a m e w o r k o f the B a l t i c E u r o - r e g i o n , w e can m a k e 
e f f o r t s f o r t ha t U n i v e r s i t y to r e f e r b a c k to its e x c e l l e n t r o o t s - a n d b e c o m e a u n i v e r s i t y 
d r a w i n g t o g e t h e r n a t i o n s and c o m m u n i t i e s a r o u n d the B a l t i c S e a . 

T h e p r e s e n t p o p u l a t i o n o f the K a l i n i n g r a d D i s t r i c t i n c l u d e : R u s s i a n s 8 0 % , 
B y e l o r u s s i a n s and U k r a i n i a n s 8 % , P o l e s and L i t h u a n i a n s 2 % . T h e r e m a i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n 
i n c l u d i n g G e r m a n s cons t i t u t e s a f r a c t i o n o f o n e p e r c e n t . 

C o n t e m p o r a r y inhab i t an t s o f t he d i s t r ic t a r e a s p e c i f i c s o c i e t y w h e r e a l m o s t e v e r y o n e 
h a s w o r k e d f o r the a r m y o r has s o m e o n e i n the f a m i l y w h o i s i n t h e a r m y . T h e y o u n g 
g e n e r a t i o n , b o r n and b r o u g h t u p h e r e call t h e m s e l v e s ' k i e n i g i ' , h a v e p r o b l e m s i n d e f i n i n g 
the i r i den t i ty and are c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a s u r g e t o w a r d s f a i th a f t e r t h e y e a r s o f m a n d a t o r y 
a t h e i s m . 

I t i s a n e i g h b o u r s ' d u t y to e n s u r e that K a l i n i n g r a d and the s u r r o u n d i n g d i s t r i c t , d e s p i t e 
o r p e r h a p s b e c a u s e o f its dense m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r , i s no t a ' b l a c k h o l e ' w i th r e f e r e n c e to 
s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c and cul tura l level of its i n h a b i t a n t s . In o r d e r to a c h i e v e th i s a i m , i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y t o c o n t i n u a l l v e n h a n c e r e l a t i o n s w i t h c lo se and m o r e d i s t a n t Ba l t i c n e i g h b o u r s . 

J J w 

C o - o p e r a t i o n wi th in the Bal t ic E u r o - r e g i o n can p l a y a s p e c i a l r o l e in th i s c a s e . 
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C O N C L U S I O N 

1. In the pas t , p e r i o d s of cu l tu ra l i n t e g r a t i o n of the sou the rn Bal t ic p r e v a i l e d . 
2 . C o m m o n in t e l l ec tua l g e n e s i s o f s e t t l e m e n t s t r u c t u r e d e v e l o p e d f r o m D e n m a r k , 

S k a n i a , B l e k i n g e , t h r o u g h M e c k l e n b u r g , P o m e r a n i a , P rus s i a and In f lan ty 1 c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
the s i m i l a r i t y in p r o g r a m m e and spa t ia l d e v e l o p m e n t s h a p i n g a c o m m o n f e a t u r e s o f the 
cu l tu ra l e n v i r o n m e n t in t he r e g i o n . 

w 

3 . T h e n e t w o r k o f H a n s e a t i c t o w n s a p a r t f r o m the e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l a s p e c t 
f u n c t i o n e d a l so as a v e h i c l e fo r t r a n s m i t t i n g c iv i l i sa t ion and cu l tura l p a t t e r n s a n d 
i n n o v a t i o n s . 

4 . T h o u g h ce r ta in s t r o n g t r e n d s in the 19th and 2 0 t h cen tu r i e s b rough t a b o u t a spl i t in 
p r a c t i c a l l y the w h o l e h i s to r i ca l and cu l tu ra l r eg ion on the Bal t ic coast , the a w a r e n e s s o f 
a c o m m o n cu l tu ra l h e r i t a g e has still e x i s t e d s ince the M i d d l e A g e s e x p r e s s e d by many-
j o i n t in i t ia t ives o f c u l t u r a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

5 . T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the Ba l t i c E u r o - r e g i o n resu l t s f r o m p r o g r e s s i n g i n t e rna t i ona l , 
r e g i o n a l , m u n i c i p a l , a n d f r o n t i e r c o - o p e r a t i o n s ta r ted a t the b e g i n n i n g o f the n ine t i e s . 
F o l l o w i n g the y e a r 1990 the p r o c e s s o f r es t i tu t ion h i s to r ica l ties and e s t a b l i s h i n g n e w 
e c o n o m i c and cu l tu ra l r e l a t i ons . R e s e a r c h w o r k i s b e i n g e m b a r k e d on the s t r u c t u r e a n d 
o p e r a t i o n of the a r ea in t he s o u t h e r n Ba l t i c . 

6 . T h i s c o - o p e r a t i o n is to be g o v e r n e d by the p r inc ip l e s and va lues c o n f i r m e d in 
the p r o g r a m V A S A B 2 0 1 0 ( V i s i o n and S t r a t e g i e s a r o u n d the Bal t ic S e a 2 0 1 0 ) i n o r d e r 
to, a m o n g o t h e r s : p r o m o t e s u s t a i n a b l e e c o n o m i c and cul tura l d e v e l o p m e n t , d e c r e a s e 
spa t i a l d i s h a r m o n y , d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n r e g i o n s ( e c o n o m i c , soc ia l , e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
and cu l t u r a l ) - e q u a l u s e o f s p a c e , i n t e r r e g i o n a l so l ida r i ty ; enab le r eg iona l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in the d e v e l o p m e n t o f t he w h o l e r e g i o n , in u n d e r t a k i n g dec i s ions on the n a t i o n a l 
level b a s e d on the i n d i v i d u a l f e a t u r e s of the i r ident i ty - var ie ty , d e m o c r a c y , s u b s i d i a r y . 
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