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Summary: In 2009 Poland w as th e  only EU m em ber s ta te  
w hich recorded th e  increase  in  g ro ss  dom estics p roduct (GDP). In 
m edia repo rts  a n d  during  the  p re ss  conferences of the  
rep resen ta tives of th e  Polish governm ent th e  econom ic m ap  of 
Europe w as p resen ted  w ith  red  colour dom inating  - rep resen ting  the  
decrease in  GDP. Green colour, sym bolising the  increase , w as only 
visible w ithin th e  bo rders  of Poland. Therefore, Poland w as declared 
“a  green  island”. Some econom ic com m entato rs em phasised  either 
g rea t in te rn a l m arke t or w eakening zloty w hich favoured the  export 
of Polish goods a n d  services a s  a n  increase  drive. The Prime M inister 
an d  the  m in iste rs  ind ica ted  th e ir own m erits  convincing the  citizens 
th a t  the  increase  in  GDP in  Poland is  to a g rea t ex ten t th a n k s  to an  
effective governm ent policy. Some, especially during  d iscussions 
w hich were far from  economic realties, em phasised  th e  im portance  of 
the  EU fu n d s  w hich have been stim u la ting  Polish growth. In fact, 
th ese  fu n d s  canno t influence the  reverse of negative tre n d s  in  the  
Polish economy. Their size in  a n  a n n u a l perspective equals  3%  of 
Polish GDP. Econom ic a n d  political analyses seldom  indicate, 
p e rh ap s  only indirectly, th e  cu ltu ra l phenom enon, w hich discloses 
only after sociological surveys. A lthough th e  Polish econom y h a s  
recorded som e growth, despite  a slight growth, the  crisis h a s  also 
affected Poland an d  Poles still feel i ts  effects (weakening zloty, 
unem ploym ent increase , cessation  of the  dynam ics of salary  
increase, decrease in  the  value of the  investm en t funds u n its  an d  
com pany shares). As th e  crisis in  Poland h a s  assu m ed  a  light form, 
does Poland deserve being called “a  green  island” or p e rh ap s  “a
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never-land” w here the  optim istic econom ic d a ta  are  ra th e r  apparen t?  
In th is  article I will try  to show  th e  a ttitu d e s  of Poles tow ards the  
global econom ic crisis  a s  well a s  in te rp re t th is  sta te . The basic 
reference consists  of th e  re su lts  of th e  opinion polls.

Keywords: econom ic crisis, Poland, „green island”, politics,
global economy.

* * *

In 2009 Poland w as the  only EU m em ber s ta te  w hich 
recorded the  icrease in gross dom ectic p roduct (GDP). In m edia 
repo rts  and  during  the  p re ss  confereneces of the 
rep resen ta tives of the  Polish governm ent the  econom ic m ap of 
Europe w as p resen ted  w ith red colour dom inating - 
rep resen ting  the  decrease in  GDP. G reen colour, sym bolising 
the  increase , w as only visible w ithin  the  borders of Poland. 
Therefore, Poland w as declared “a  green island”. Some 
econom ic com m entato rs em phasised  e ither g rea t in te rn a l 
m arke t or w eakening zloty w hich favoured the  export of Polish 
goods an d  services a s  an  icrease drive. The Prime M inister and  
the  m in isters indicated  th e ir own m erits convincing the 
citizens th a t the  increase in  GDP in  Poland is to a great ex tent 
th a n k s  to an  effective goverm ent policy. Som e, especially 
during  d iscussions w hich were far from econom ic rea lias, 
em phasised  the  im portance of the  EU fu n d s  w hich have been 
stim ula ting  Polish growth. In fact, these  funds can n o t influnce 
the  reverse of negative tren d s  in  the  Polish economy. Their 
size in  an  an n u a l perspective equals 3% of Polish GDP. They 
m ay alleviate the  consequences of the  deterioration  of 
econom ic s itu a tio n  [Wojtowicz 2010: 164-165].

Econom ic an d  political analyses seldom  indicate, 
p e rh ap s  only indirectly, the  cu ltu ra l phenom enon, w hich 
discloses only after sociological surveys. A lthough the  Polish 
econom y h a s  recorded som e grow th, despite a slight growth, 
the  crisis h a s  also affected Poland an d  Poles still feel its  
effects (weakening zloty, unem ploym ent increase, cessation  of 
the  dynam ics of sa lary  increase, decrease in the  value of the 
investm ent funds u n its  an d  com pany shares) [Czekaj 2010: 
199-201]. However, despite th is , Poles, who are usally

6



regarded a s  pessim ists  an d  w ith tendencies to com plain, have 
no t given in  to the  global h y steria  triggered by the  financial 
m arkets, and  therefore a  slight growth in  GDP h a s  appeared. 
Polish people have n o t broken off w ith consum er lifestyle, 
w hich is a  pecu liar phenom enon  on a  E uropean  scale. Despite 
the  tem porary  decrease in  retail a t the  initial stage of the  
global crisis, a lready in  the  first q u a rte r of 2009 there  were 
som e signs of im provem ent. In  M arch 2009 12%  growth in 
re ta il in  a  m onth ly  fram e w as reported . However, in  an  an n u a l 
ratio , u n til M arch 2008 a  slight decrease of one percentage 
po in t w as reported  [Słaby 2009: 20-21].

As the  crisis in Poland h a s  assu m ed  a  light form, does 
Poland deserve being called “a  green island” or p e rh ap s  “a  
never-land” w here the  optim istic econom ic d a ta  are ra th e r 
ap p aren t?

In th is  article I will try  to show  the  a ttitu d es  of Poles 
tow ards the  global econom ic crisis as  well a s  in te rp re t th is  
sta te . The basic  reference consis ts  of the  re su lts  of the  opinion 
polls. The crisis w hich occured in the  global econom y in  the 
second h a lf of 2008 is a  phenom enon  w hich h a s  been 
sufficiently described by the  econom ists and  therefore I do n o t 
in ten d  to analyse its  sources or its  course and  I will n o t 
a ttem p t any  econom etric extrapolations. I will focus on Polish 
phenom enon b u t n o t its  econom ic aspec t b u t ra th e r  on its  
social an d  cu ltu ra l one. I will m ake u se  of the  m ethod called 
civilizational explanation  w hich enab les to p re sen t th is  issu e  
in  a  b roader context. The crisis will be perceived a s  a  
phenom enon in  a  process of changes of civilizational ch arac te r 
[Chodubski 1998].

The opinion polls a s  well a s  consum er behaviour survey 
show  th a t Poles are aw are of the  crisis s itua tion  in  the  global 
econom y b u t w hat is  in te resting  is  th a t  they  do n o t tran sfe r it 
onto the  personal ground to su ch  an  ex ten t as  th e ir 
ne ighbours: the  Czechs, Slovaks an d  H ungarians [Wenzel 
2009b: 2]. They show  m ore optim ism  in  th is  m a tte r  w hich 
obviously h a s  bo th  advantages an d  d isadvan tages; th a t  will be 
d iscussed  fu rth e r on in  th is  article. At the  beginning of the 
crisis in  November 2008 75%  of the  resp o n d en ts  declared th a t 
th e ir household  did no t sense it. However, in  February  2009 
due to m edia  p ropaganda  the  n u m b e r of those declaring the 
sense  of crisis in  th e ir own household  w ith the  n u m b er of
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those who did no t sense it equalled (48% each group), a  m onth  
la te r the  n u m b er of those who sensed  the  crisis decreased  to 
44%  an d  people declaring lack of the  connection betw een the 
econom ic situ a tio n  of th e ir household  w ith the  global crisis 
increased  to 52% . The m ost bothersom e effect of the  crisis for 
Poles is a  lack  of possibilities of additional w ork w hich affects 
the  decrease in  the  household  incom e. 22%  of the  resp o n d en ts  
indicated  th a t inconvenience. Especially the  unem ployed, 
seeking jo b s  in  ‘b lack  economy, sensed  the  crisis. M ost of them  
rem ained  w ithout any  job. The incom e h a s  also decreased  in 
the  group of in d u stria l an d  construction  w orkers w hich w as 
connected w ith the  lim itation of overtim e, b o n u ses  and  
difficult s itu a tio n  of exporting com panies. More affluent Poles 
sense  the  crisis due to the  decrease in the  value of th e ir w ealth  
w hich they  have invested in  s tocks or u n its  of investm ent 
funds. This inconvenience w as sensed  by alm ost. 8% of the 
re sp o n d en ts . 5%  of the  resp o n d en ts  indicated  the  increase  in 
foreign currency  debt service, m ainly in  Swiss francs. 
However, 52%  of the  resp o n d en ts  w ith cred its in  Sw iss francs 
indicated  the  inconvenience connected w ith the  increase  in  the 
credit in s ta lm en t an d  debt. 4% of the  resp o n d en ts  claim ed 
th a t they  lost th e ir job a s  a  re su lt of the  global crisis [Wenzel 
2009a: 2-3].

Paradoxically, lack  of the  negative perception of the 
influence of the  econom ic crisis on own household  did no t 
affect the  tru s t  tow ards s ta te  an d  private financial in stitu tions. 
Poles are ra th e r critical tow ards governm ent activity an d  they 
express dou b ts  concerning the  s ta te  economy. At the 
beginning of the  crisis Polish people were asked  ab o u t th e ir 
predictions concerning the  influence of the  crisis on the 
financial s itu a tio n  in th e ir household , in  s ta te  econom y an d  in 
th e ir w orkplace. Only 12% of the  resp o n d en ts  expressed the 
opinion th a t the  crisis will no t have any  influence on the  Polish 
economy. 60%  sta ted  th a t it will have an  influence an d  12% 
sta ted  th a t  it h a s  already affected the  economy.

Taking the  s itua tion  in the  family and  in  the  workplace 
into consideration, 40%  of the  resp o n d en ts  m ain ta ined  th a t 
the  crisis will n o t have a  negative effect on the  s itua tion  in  the 
family (39%) and  in  the  w orkplace (44%). No m ore th a n  40%  
said  th a t it will have som e influence. 8% of the  responden ts  
th o u g h t th a t  th a t  the  crisis h a s  already  affected th e ir family
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an d  5% th a t it h a s  influenced th e ir w orkplace. R ather 
optim istic perception of the  s itua tion  in the  househo ld  and  
workplace is n o t accom panied by a positive evaluation of the 
Polish economy. 48%  of the  re sp o n d en ts  believed th a t the 
Polish econom y is badly p repared  for the  financial crisis. Only 
23%  claim ed th a t  it is well p repared . However, only 1% from 
those 23%  sta ted  th a t the  Polish econom y is p repared  very 
well. The rem ain ing  resp o n d en ts  were m ore careful and  said  
th a t the  Polish econom y is ra th e r  w ell-prepared for the  crisis. 
29%  of those interview ed h ad  no opinion on th a t  m a tte r 
[Wenzel 2008: 4-5].

Poles do no t show  a definite lack  of t ru s t  tow ards 
financial in stitu tions. It particu larly  concerns the  b an k s  and  to 
a lesser degree investm ent funds an d  in su ran ce  com panies. 
58%  of those interview ed in  2009 claim ed th a t they  have tru s t  
tow ards the  ban k s. At the  sam e tim e m ajority of the 
resp o n d en ts  (48%) claim  th a t  in  c u rren t s itu a tio n  b an k s  do 
no t gu aran tee  the  profits from the  funds en tru s ted  to them  
an d  they  do n o t tre a t the  clients as  p a rtn e rs  (54%) only caring 
for th e ir own b u s in ess  (76%). Poles also th in k  th a t  b an k s  use  
too high m arg ins and  u su rio u s  in te re s t ra te s  [Pankowski 
2009: 2-8].

Along w ith the  sym ptom s of the  crisis the  b an k s  s ta rted  
to tigh ten  the  criteria  for g ran ting  a loan. In case of m ortgages, 
tak en  especially in  foreign currencies, u su a lly  in Sw iss francs, 
the  b an k ers  som etim es induced  th e ir clients to re-negotiate 
the  loan agreem ent dem anding  h igher collaterals an d  the 
change of the  in te rest ra te  of the  credit connected w ith the  
decrease in the  value of the  property  an d  therefore the 
decrease in  c lien t’s  own contribution . Moreover, they  s ta rted  to 
in troduce additional, often h idden , charges for account, 
savings acco u n t and  credit m ain tenance .

Due to a d ram atic  decrease in  the  value of zloty the 
losses were felt by the  en trep ren eu rs  who have decided on so- 
called currency  option. W hen, during  the  boom on w orld’s 
stock  exchange, an d  also on W arsaw  stock  exchange, zloty w as 
streng then ing  to the  level endangering  the  in te re sts  of 
exporters, the  b an k s  offered the  possibility to m ake ‘b e ts ’ on 
the  exchange ra te  of zloty. C urrency options pro tected  the 
foreign cu rrency  incom e of the  com panies ag ain st the  increase 
in  the  value of zloty. However, w hen zloty w as losing its  value,
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m any  com panies deciding on these  types of agreem ents w ith 
the  b an k s  s ta rted  to face bankrup tcy . According to Polish 
F inancial Supervision A uthority in  the  first q u a rte r of 2009 the 
financial liabilities arising  from currency  option agreem ents 
am ounted  to 15bn PLN (approxim ately €  4 bn). W hat is 
in te resting  is  th a t  despite su ch  a  difficult s itu a tio n  connected 
w ith currency  options an d  deb ts  in  foreign currencies, Poles do 
no t u sually  have problem s w ith th e ir financial liabilities. In 
2007  w hen the  Polish econom y recorded a  relatively high 
growth of GDP and  zloty w as breaking  the  records of value and  
in  the  p h ase  of recovering from recession in  2010 the  n u m b er 
of people declaring the  regularity  of repaym ents (90%) and  
those having problem s w ith it (10%) w as the  sam e. The crisis 
did no t in tensify the  phenom enon  of c lien ts’ insolvency. The 
problem s w ith repaym ents  generally concern  the  unem ployed 
an d  people w ith lower incom es. However, it concerns the 
period before as  well as  after the  crisis [Kowalczuk 2010:8].

In m y opinion th ree  endogenous factors decide on the 
approach  of the  Polish society tow ards the  global economic 
crisis:

(1) H istorical experience of econom ic crisis in  
com m unistic  tim es and  in ‘shock  tran sfo rm atio n ’ 
after 1989

(2) Disclosing d isproportions a t the  social and  
econom ic level in  Poland

(3) Specific Polish m entality  w hich can  be described 
as  ‘It will be som ehow ’

Even now adays people in th e ir th irties  rem em ber ‘h a rd  
tim es’ a t the  end  of com m unism . The end  of 1970s an d  the 
whole decade of 1980s were perm anen tly  connected w ith the 
econom ic crisis. The e ra  of Edw ard Gierek, 1st Secretary  of the 
Polish United W orkers’ Party  1970-1980, ended up  in  Poland 
having a  gigantic deb t an d  the  shortage of the  basic  consum er 
goods. Toilet paper, ham , coffee an d  c itru s  fru it were 
considered as  ‘luxurious goods’ in People’s Republic of Poland. 
Not to even m ention  one’s own flat an d  a  flat allocation one 
h ad  to w ait for decades. A lot of goods su ch  m eat, cosm etics, 
sw eets, shoes an d  even vodka were sold for special vouchers 
w hich determ ined the  quan tity  of a  given p ro d u c t a  person  
could p u rch ase . In fact, there  w as a  g uaran tee  of em ploym ent 
b u t Polish currency  w as w orthless. The salary  of an  average
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Pole converted in to  dollars u s ing  b lack  m ark e t exchange ra te  
w as no m ore th a n  $  25. As a  m a tte r of fact it w as a  s tru c tu ra l 
crisis. The crisis w hich affected alm ost every family in  Poland. 
It w as a  real crisis. It did n o t concern the  v irtual finances. It 
affected the  quality  of life of an  individual an d  a  family to a  
m uch  greater ex ten t th a n  the  p re sen t crisis. If m ost of 
contem porary  ad u lt Poles rem em ber the  tim es of p e rm an en t 
sho rtages th en  they  perceive the  today’s crisis in  a  different 
way.

The psyche of Polish people w as hard en ed  im m unizing 
against the  crisis h ysteria  w ith its  ‘shock  th e rap y ’. Poles learn t 
how to function  in difficult econom ic conditions w hich in 
com parison w ith the  cu rren t s itua tion  seem  m uch  m ore 
bothersom e. Since the  beginning of the  reform s w hich were 
in itiated  in  1989 by the  m in ister of finances and  la te r the 
chairm an  of the  N ational B an k  of Poland professor Leszek 
Balcerowicz, Poles have experienced the  uncom fortable 
s itua tion  of the  lack  of stability  of em ploym ent. Their world did 
no t collapse after the  crisis like it did for the  G reeks or o ther 
n a tio n s  who were accustom ed to the  life in the  conditions of 
welfare sta te . After years  of com m unism  Poles en tered  the 
ph ase  of p redatory  capitalism . The s ta te  h a s  n o t created  the 
conditions of the  social security . Therefore, even the  th re a t of 
job loss a t the  tim e of global crisis does no t seem  th a t 
terrifying as  a  Polish w orker w ith the  sense  of job 
tem porariness  in  a  given com pany h a s  been  functioning for 
two decades. A job loss due to lack  of an  extended social 
security  benefits requ ires in s ta n t professional activation. Long
term  unem ploym ent w ithou t unem ploym ent benefit is an  
alternative. The s ta te  only g u a ran tees  h ea lth  in su ran ce . The 
s itua tion  on the  labour m ark e t h a s  no t changed as  a  re su lt of 
the  crisis.

C urrently , the  unem ploym ent ra te  in Poland is lower 
th a n  in  2006. In 2010 there  were 2m ln unem ployed Poles. The 
unem ploym ent ra te  w as slightly h igher th a n  12%. In 2006, 2 
years  before the  crisis, there  were 2 .3m ln  unem ployed Poles 
w hich constitu ted  approxim ately 15% of people in the ir 
working age. Before Po land’s accession  to the  EU the 
unem ploym ent am ounted  to 20%  [C entral S ta tistica l Office].

One of the  charac te ris tics  of Polish society is a  great 
d isproportion in social an d  econom ic developm ent. It is visible
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in  a  vertical a rrangem en t as  well as  in  a  horizontal one. In the 
first case it is a pay disproportion, an d  in  the  second one a 
regional diversity. Polish society h a s  n o t yet m anaged  to create 
econom ically an d  politically im portan t m iddle c lass w hich is 
typical of well-off W estern  societies. A d istingu ish ing  m ark  of a 
m iddle c lass is generally h igher education , m en ta l w ork and  
high pay enabling no t only the  survival b u t also ensu ring  
ra th e r  h igh s tan d a rd  of life. It w as believed th a t the  m iddle 
c lass would em erge from the  in tellectuals. It is a p a rticu la r 
C entral and  W estern E uropean  social creation  w hich em erged 
in  the  19th cen tu ry  an d  survived the  period of com m unism . 
Its basic  a ttrib u te  w as academ ic education  an d  sensitivity  to 
social issues.

However, despite cu ltu ra l capital, the  in tellectuals, w ith 
the  exception of few professions, did n o t p o ssess  econom ic 
capital. Together w ith the  popu larisation  of h igher education, 
the  reduction  of the  in te llec tuals’ im portance an d  depreciation 
of education  w hich were th e ir basic  a ttrib u te  appeared. This 
p rocess s ta rted  during  com m unism  w hen the  social prom otion 
of the  you th  of ru ra l an d  working background  occurred. Due 
to social an d  political activity the  you th  m anaged to gain a 
w ider access to education  also a t the  academ ic level. New 
in te llectuals of the  first generation were born  even though  the  
academ ic education  re ta ined  its  elitism  quality. It concerns 
especially the  un iversities w ith a long trad ition . In 1988 fewer 
th a n  5% of Poles h ad  a h igher education. W hen the  ru le s  of 
the  free m ark e t were in troduced  into h igher education  a t the 
beginning of 1990s it caused  a m ass  depreciation of high 
education  diplom as. This pecu liar educational revolution led to 
a d isappearance  of the  in te llectuals b u t it w as no t connected 
w ith the  b irth  of a new  m iddle class. Firstly, due to the  fact 
th a t  m en ta l w orkers, especially employed in the  public sector 
(doctors, teachers , scho lars, clerks, cu ltu re  workers), were 
generally low-paid. Their sa laries were sp en t on overheads and  
food. Secondly, a  lot of people w ith high education  decided on 
a job below th e ir qualifications, also physical work, w hich does 
no t assu m e belonging to a m iddle class.

W hat is th en  the  connection w ith the  p re sen t crisis? 
The crisis h a s  affected the  social c lass th a t  h a s  achieved 
certa in  level of life. F irst of all, it affected cu rren tly  created  
m iddle class. Not the  in te llectuals b u t a social c lass adap ting
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to new civilizational realities, m ost often young, educated , well- 
paid  an d  mobile people. In Poland th is  group s ta r ted  to be 
called ‘franc generation ’. Of course Swiss franc. The nam e 
originated from the  m ortgage w hich they  could afford to buy a  
flat or a  house. At th a t  tim e the  m ortgages tak en  in  Swiss 
francs were the  m ost pop u la r as  they  were m u ch  cheaper th a n  
those in  zloty, dollars or euro. Along w ith the  world crisis 
Polish zloty w as depreciated com pared to the  m ain  world 
currencies. For m any  people the  increase  in  the  value of Swiss 
franc w as shocking. It affected the  increase  of the  in s ta lm en t 
an d  deb t while converting into zloty. Furtherm ore, em erging 
m iddle c lass h ad  th e ir savings invested  into investm ent funds. 
The reduction  of the  u n its  of these  fu n d s led to reduction  of 
the  w ealth  of th a t  class.

Briefly speaking, the  crises affected these  social and  
professional g roups who could afford to becom e the  victim s of 
the  crisis. For the  w orkers who were no t so w ell-paid and  who 
were n o t the  sh areho lders  an d  who could n o t afford to take a  
m ortgage, th is  econom ic situ a tio n  did n o t deteriorate  in  su ch  a  
d ram atic  way. Obviously, C entral S tatistical Office recorded 
the  increase in  the  unem ploym ent ra te . It is ju s t  slightly above 
10% an d  a t the  m om ent it  is  m u ch  lower th a n  before the 
accession to the  EU w hen it reached  20%. It is tru e  th a t the 
inflation rose an d  the  prices of som e basic  goods w ent up. 
However, th is  increase  w as ju s t  a  con tinuation  of the  tren d s  
before the  crisis. And it is h a rd  to indicate the  relation betw een 
the  increasing  inflation an d  the  global crisis.

This stra tification  of Polish society an d  the  influence of 
the  crisis on the  well-off p a rt of the  society show  the  specific 
form of the  crisis processes. It is the  ph ase  in the  civilizational 
developm ent w hich affects th is  social group the  m o st w hich 
h a s  achieved resou rces (financial, cultural) enab ling  them  to 
function in  a  new  civilizational reality. It is the  crisis of v irtual 
world, v irtual money. For su re  it in terferes w ith the  real world. 
N evertheless, Poland , being slightly civilizationally belated  in 
com parison w ith p o st-in d u stria l societies of the  W est, is 
experiencing th is  crisis in  a  specific way. The crisis h a s  
affected those who by th e ir profession an d  capital belong to 
the  post-in d u stria l world. Those who live in  the  in d u stria l 
order (industrial w orker, low-paid staff of service sector) an d  in 
a  trad itional one (farmers) have been affected to a  lesser
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extent. It h a s  no t affected them  directly. Why? B ecause tak ing  
resou rces into consideration  they  do no t belong to the  world in 
w hich the  crisis goes on.

As I have m entioned  before Poland is stratified 
horizontally. W ith respect to civilizational developm ent and  
econom ic po tentia l there  is no t one Poland. In m ass  m edia and  
m ore and  m ore often in  research  w orks Poland “A”, “B” an d  “C” 
are m entioned. While Poland “A” m eans quite a  dynam ic 
developm ent an d  m odernisation , adap ting  to the  challenges of 
global econom y an d  E uropean  in tegration  as  well as  changes 
in  m oral sphere, Poland “B” an d  to an  even g rea ter ex tent 
Poland “C” is the  negation of these  phenom ena  an d  trends. 
Poland “A” is com posed of Polish agglom erations (certainly no t 
all of them ) w ith W arsaw  being distinguishingly  the  richest 
an d  the  m ost dynam ically developing Polish m etropolis. Poland 
“B” usually  con stitu tes  of the  ru ra l a reas  and  sm all tow ns w ith 
relatively high level of social an d  econom ic developm ent, e.g. 
W ielkopolska (G reater Poland), p a rt of Mazowsze (Mazovia) or 
Pom orskie (Pomerania). Poland “C” is com posed of m ostly 
belated  regions, located m ainly on “the  eas te rn  wall”, so along 
the  eas te rn  border.

However, sim ilar social an d  econom ic problem s are also 
em erging in the  w estern  p a rt of Pom orskie Voivodship. The 
division of Poland “A”, “B” and  “C” is to som e degree relevant to 
the  division of “p o st-in d u stria l”, “in d u stria l” an d  “ru ra l” 
Poland. However, each of these  regions will have the 
rep resen ta tives of post-m odern , in d u stria l an d  ru ra l order -  
the  la s t group can  hard ly  be found in  big cities b u t they  
constitu te  a  p a rt of the  society existing in its  neighbourhood 
(Modrzejewski 2007: 248]. The global crisis, being in terp re ted  
as  the  crisis of the  21st century , affects especially Poland “A”. It 
is th is  group w hich could afford to take loans, invest savings 
in  the  investm ent funds or s tock  m arket, w hich is confirm ed 
by the  survey tak ing  territo ria l division of Poland into 
consideration  [Czapliński 2009: 58-73]. The in h ab itan ts  of th is  
a rea  are the  beneficiaries of the  changes of civilization w hich 
overlapped the  econom ic reform s w hich have been  in troduced  
by Poland since the  end  of 1980s. Poland “B” an d  “C” h a s  been 
affected by the  crisis b u t n o t directly. The problem s em erging 
in  the  m ost dynam ic a rea  of Polish econom y trigger o ther 
regions an d  as  a  re su lt there  is an  increase  in  unem ploym ent
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am ong those w ith low salaries, a decrease in  incom e and  
finally problem s w ith regu lar deb t repaym ent including credit 
liabilities. The crisis affects all b u t its  re su lts  are sensed  w ith 
different in tensity  an d  a t different intervals.

It affects m ost severely people functioning in the  field of 
the  m ost m odern  b ran ch es  w ith a d isadvantage to innovation 
an d  developm ent of m odern  economy. Limiting th e ir financial 
possibilities re su lts  in  the  s tru c tu ra l indolence of the  econom ic 
system . Heavy in d u s try  an d  agricu ltu re  w hich h a s  been 
relatively mildly affected by the  crisis are no m ore a drive to a 
m odern  economy. It is high tech an d  financial services. Briefly 
speaking, the  crisis is the  crisis of the  21st cen tu ry  b u t a great 
p a rt of ou r coun try  is still in  the  20th cen tu ry  an d  therefore the 
re su lts  of the  crisis m ay no t be a s  severe a s  they  will be in 
case of econom ically highly-developed countries. If the  w orkers 
of econom ic avant-garde concen tra ted  in  a sm all p a rt of 
Poland “A” constitu te  ju s t  a  fraction of the  whole sta te  
economy, th en  the  econom y m akes u se  of the  labour force 
from trad itional sectors. In case of crisis the  less innovative 
the  econom y is, the  better. B esides the  direct influence of the  
crisis, there  is a real alternative w hich functions m ore or less 
in  the  sam e way a s  it did before the  crisis. However, in  case of 
su ch  grea t in te rn a l m arke t a s  the  Polish one an d  a great 
”trad itional a lternative” even a  m inim al econom ic growth is 
possible. And even though  the  in h a b ita n ts  of Poland “B” and  
“C” have n o t reached  the  level of incom e an d  econom ic 
developm ent of the  in h ab itan ts  of Poland “A”, they  have gained 
som e consum er custom s. Instead  of saving m oney during  the 
crisis, they  spend  m oney driving the  econom ic s itu a tio n  on the 
in te rn a l m arket. Despite th e ir lower shopping  capabilities and  
problem s, they  keep up  the  consum ption  trend , w hich as  a 
re su lt influences a grow th in  GDP.

Here the  th ird  factor ap p ea rs  - the  cu ltu ra l or precisely 
the  m ental one, pecu liar Polish m entality  and  the  faith  th a t  “it 
will be som ehow ” [Tarasiewicz 2011: 41-42]. This approach  
m ean s spontaneity , sho rt-s ig h ted n ess  an d  em otionality in  the  
decision-m aking process of econom ic charac te r, w hich is 
proved by the  resea rch  conducted  by social psychologists 
[Santorski 2011: 5]. In general Poles do no t b ear the  hallm arks 
of ’p ro te s ta n t’ econom ic cu ltu re . They seem  m u ch  closer to the  
M editerranean  n a tio n s  who are driven by irrational
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im pulsiveness while tak ing  decisions, also those of econom ic 
character. It concerns th e ir savings an d  shopping, b u t very 
often also build ing the  com pany’s policy. Im provisation is a  
feature of Polish ch arac te r an d  it rep laces a  long-term  plan. 
This approach  is deeply rooted in  trad itional Polish cu ltu re . 
For generations Polish people have been  following the  ru le of 
‘keeping u p  w ith the  Jo n e se s ’ (lavish hospitality  beyond your 
m eans) w hich does no t m ean  the  trad itional hospita lity  b u t it 
generally m ean s o sten ta tio u s  display of the  social and  
econom ic position. These are the  characteris tic  a rtefacts of 
S a rm atian  cu ltu re  w hich despite the  passage of tim e still 
function in  m ass  aw areness. This m entality  can n o t be even 
affected by the  global econom ic recession. In the  conditions of 
free m arket, o s ten ta tio u s  consum erism  h a s  becom e m ass  alter 
ego of Poles.

After y ears  of centrally  p lanned  economy, shortages of 
basic  goods and  services, no t to m ention  luxury  goods, Poles, 
who have h ad  con tac ts  w ith the  W est, have grown the 
consum er longing. Along w ith gathering  w ealth  an d  goods 
availability, finally they  could becom e real consum ers. 
Therefore, the  crisis did n o t evoke any  w arning  s ta te  in Poles 
an d  it did no t induce them  to save. A few y ears  of good 
econom ic s itua tion  m ade Polish people the  consum ers no t only 
of basic  goods b u t also of goods defined a s  luxurious. Giving in 
to the  crisis would m ean  lim iting th e ir expenses on 
consum ption , w hich in tu rn  would m entally  tu rn  them  back  to 
the  s ta te  of shortages, an d  unfulfilled consum er desires. T hat 
is why Poles cultivate th e ir consum er ideal. They do no t w an t 
to w ait u n til next generations to becom e a  p a rt of the  W estern 
world also in  the  econom ic sense.

W ith all th ings considered, re tu rn in g  to the  question  
asked  in the  title of th is  article, can  we call Poland ‘a  green 
is lan d ’ or shou ld  we tend  to call it ‘a  never-land ’? Being ‘a  
green is lan d ’ does n o t re su lt from any extraord inary  capability 
of the  Polish economy, from its  strong  foundations, b u t from a 
low level of innovation an d  strong  consum er p ressu re . W hat is 
the  econom y b arrie r du ring  the  period of grow th paradoxically 
pro tected  the  econom y against the  decrease in  the  value of 
GDP. The m yth of ‘a  green is lan d ’ tu rn e d  ou t to be very usefu l 
a s  a  story-telling. Polish people s ta rted  to believe th a t the 
crisis does no t concern  them . T hat is why they  concentra ted
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on th e ir previous activities. However, ‘a  green is lan d ’ is ju s t  a  
m yth  because  s tru c tu ra lly  Polish econom y is  belated. The 
crisis h a s  been  the  le as t bu rdensom e to trad itional b ranches, 
includ ing  agricu ltu re  w hich still employed approxim ately 20%  
of Poles. O n the  o ther h an d , it  h a s  affected the  m ost those who 
have been  build ing the  m odern  economy. Isn ’t  ‘a  green is lan d ’ 
ra th e r  ‘a  never-land’ w here optim istic d a ta  is only seem ingly 
optim istic? The fu rth e r stage of the  crisis w hich we can 
w itness will probably reveal the  fragility of the  foundations of 
Polish ‘green is lan d ’.
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