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Summary: D uring the  period of th e  socialist regim e O radea 
played the  role of an  im p o rtan t in d u str ia l an d  adm in istra tive centre. 
Nowadays, O radea, w ith  i ts  over 200 th o u sa n d  citizens can  be a good 
exam ple of the  system , in  te rm s of th e  econom ic an d  social 
transform ation  process. The processes, w hich tak e  place in  O radea, 
h a d  a  typical ru n , charac te ris tic  for m ulti -  e thn ic  cities. The border 
location of O radea is  conductive to an  in term ingling of ideas, people, 
cap ital an d  the  w estern  style of life, w hich triggers faster changes 
com pared to the  o ther R om anian cities of B anat, C rięana, 
M aram ures a n d  T ransylvania. This p aper a ttem p ts  to analyze the  
changes in  te rm s of ethnicity , language, religion w ithin th e  city an d  
show  the  p rocess of social s tru c tu ra l changes of O radea. The range
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of changes along w ith  th e  p rocess existing before seem s to deepen. 
O n the  one han d , the  p rocess of H ungarian , G erm an  a n d  Jew ish  
m inorities’ m igration is clearly seen. The negative ra te  of b irth  and  
the  negative balance of th e  ex ternal m igration equalise th e  in te rnal 
m igration  only to a  sm all extent, w hich in  th is  case includes m ainly 
the  R om anians an d  the  R om a population. The new  investm ents, 
m ainly  w ith  ex ternal cap ital allowed the  city to  develop w idespread  
an d  increase  th e  life s tan d ard . A proper city policy in  te rm s of euro- 
regional co-operation allows O radea  to engage in  m any  investm ents, 
w hich are  also com m on for the  H ungarian  side an d  triggers a  be tter 
developm ent of th e  city. We shou ld  also tak e  into consideration  an  
educational im provem ent th a n k s  to w hich th e  city becam e the  m ost 
im portan t an d  the  largest s tu d y  cen tre  in  th e  no rth -w este rn  p a rt of 
the  country. A very crucial a lte rna tion  took place in  the  in d u stry  and  
service b ranches. The percentage of w orkers em ployed in  m ining 
activities an d  power com panies decreased  an d  th e  percentage of 
w orkers em ployed in  education , tou rism  an d  trad e  h a s  increased. 
The very convenient location of th e  com m unication  ways, a t the  
ju n c tio n  of tra n sp o rt roads, m ake  th e  city a n  im portan t 
com m unications’ cen tre  a s  well.

Keywords: p rocess of transform ation , linguistic s tru c tu re , 
e thnic s tru c tu re , religious s tru c tu re , life quality , m igration, social 
s tru c tu re , econom ical changes.

* * *

Introduction
O radea is a city located on the  w estern  p a rt of the  

H ungarian  Lowland, in the  ravine of the  C risul Repede River, 
in  the  Bihor M ountains. D uring the  period of the  socialist 
regime, till the  Revolution, th is  is the  m ost com m on nam e for 
the  R om anian tu rn in g  point, in  1989, O radea played the  role 
of a  very im p o rtan t in d u stria l centre. A lum inium  m etallurgy, 
huge m achine factories an d  production  of build ing m ateria ls  
existed there . O radea WAS a  local adm inistrative centre of the 
Bihor county  as  well. Being a typical in d u stria l city, O radea 
can  be a good exam ple of the  system , econom ical, an d  social 
transfo rm ation  process. Nowadays, O radea h a s  m ore th a n  200 
th o u san d  citizens an d  is one of the  biggest city cen tres  of the  
second level in  the  R om anian cities h ierarch ic  layout 
(Territorial P lanning of N ational Territory 1991). C onsidering
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the  above inform ation, e ither regarding the  size or o ther 
featu res, the  city is  represen tative for the  seven probabil 
regions, w hich have over-regional m ean ing .1 It is typical a s  
well for the  se t of seventy-four cities from the  second 
h ierarch ic  level (Ianoę, Talanga 1994, W endt 2003b). 
Considering the  various e thn ic  s tru c tu re s  (similar to four from 
the  seven h istorical geographical regions w hich the  m odern  
R om ania consists  of) we can  p resen t an  analysis  of social 
s tru c tu re ’s m odification of various e thn ic  s tru c tu re s  (Pop 
1991, Ilieę 1998), an d  som e changes of certain  fea tu res  of the  
transfo rm ation  process.

The p rocesses w hich take place in  O radea  have a  typical 
ru n , characteris tic  for m ulti -  e thn ic  cities of form er H ungary. 
The border location of O radea  is  conductive to an  
in term ingling of ideas, people, capital an d  the  w estern  style of 
life, w hich accelerates the  changes com pared to the  o ther 
R om anian cities of C rięana an d  T ransylvania (Benedek, Nagy 
2003). The tran sb o rd e r location of the  city, divided by the 
H ungarian  R om anian border in B ihor -  H ajdu B ihar region 
h a s  an  im pact on the  developm ent of in te rna tiona l co­
operation in  the  a rea  (Wendt 2003a), w here the  city functions 
in  two euroregions2 w ith own active in p u t (Ilieę, Horga 2001). 
Com pared to o ther R om anian cities, the  process of the  
sy stem ’s transfo rm ation  an d  perception  of dem ocracy goes 
quicker (Wendt 2002, 2003).

The characteris tic  of the  social s tru c tu re  varia tions w as 
m ade by analysing the  s tru c tu re  changes: ethnic, religion and  
language am ong the  citizens of O radea  also trying to penetrate  
the  reaso n s of the  p rocesses. The changes in  the  s tru c tu re  of 
the  population  in  O radea  ap p ear to have a  sim ilar ru n , 
com m on for the  m ost R om anian cities in  C rięana, 
T ransylvania, M aram ureę an d  B anat region. However, it is 
noticed th a t  there  is  a  very special scale and  ra te  of changes 
w hich take  place in  O radea  in  com parison  to the  re s t of the 
cities in  no rth e rn , w estern  and  cen tral R om ania e.g.: in  B aia

1 In the hierarchic Romanian city layout, the capital is on the level “0”, and on the 
level “1” there are: Iasi, Brasow, Cluj-Napoca, Constanta, Craiova, Galati, and 
Timisoara.
2 Euroregions including Oradea: ”Karpaty”, “Dunarea-Cris-Mures-Tisa”, and 
transborder co-operation of Bihor and Hajdu Bihar regions.
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M are, T im isoara, Cluj-Napoca. The researched  social s tru c tu re  
changes, negative ra te  of b irth , negative m igration balance, re ­
em igration linked w ith the  H ungarian  capital s tock  have an  
influence on the  phenom ena tak ing  place in  the  cities of the  
m entioned  regions.

The developm ent o f  th e  c ity  before th e  R evolution
The city’s roots can  be traced  a t the  beginning of the 

10th century , a lthough  som e no tes  ab o u t se ttlem en ts  in  the 
region come from the  Bronze Age. In the  10 th century , B iharia, 
w hich is in  the  neighbourhood of O radea, becam e a  centre of 
M enum oru t’s country. The city co-operated w ith the  Byzantine 
Em pire an d  its  in h ab itan ts  becam e O rthodox C hristians. The 
p resen t O radea adopted  B iharia  functions in  H ungarian  
Kingdom tim e, w hich a t the  end  of 11th cen tu ry  took 
possession  of p a rts  of p re sen t R om ania; C risana  an d  p a rt of 
T ransylvania, m aking  O radea a  R om an-C atholic bishopric. The 
episcopate began an  action to convert the  people to Roman- 
Catholic religion. The first w ritten  inform ation ab o u t the  city 
com es from 1113, w hen V aradinum  (Rom. O radea; H un. Nagy 
Varad; Pol. Wielki W aradyn) w as p resen ted  as  the  largest 
se ttlem en t of the  region, w hich took over the  functions of the 
m ain  centre in  ru in , i.e. B iharia. At the  beginning of the  13th 
century , in the  Middle Ages, O radea-located betw een 
T ransylvania an d  e thn ic  a reas  of the  H ungarian  Kingdom- 
becam e an  im p o rtan t trad e  centre. Also a  citadel w as bu ilt 
there  to p ro tec t O radea’s citizens. The sh o rt period of T urk ish  
ru le in  the  17th cen tu ry  ended w ith the  A ustro-H ungarian  
incorporation  of the  region and  b rough t m any  changes to 
O radea. The la tte r, after jo in ing  H ungary, becam e the  largest 
Catholic centre in  a t th a t  tim e in  R om anian territo ry  an d  w as 
developing th a n k s  to its  convenient trade  location. The city 
h ad  its  econom ic boom in  19th cen tu ry  w hen a  lot of city 
m an o rs  em erged an d  the  city reached  its  p re sen t u rb a n  and  
arch itectonic shape. At the  beginning of 2 0 th cen tu ry  the  city 
h ad  first lan te rn s, a  new  Town Hall, electric power 
in sta lla tions an d  a  tram line.

In the  m iddle of 19 th century , O radea Mare (the G reat 
Oradea) consisted  of O radea -  Olosig, O radea -  O rasul Nou, 
O radea -  S ubcetate  an d  O radea V elenta an d  w as a  
m u lticu ltu ra l city, w hich h ad  ab o u t 18 th o u san d  citizens.
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There were n o t only H ungarian  m inorities b u t also Rom anian, 
Saxons an d  Jew s. O radea becam e either a  significant in d u stry  
(mining industry) or financial an d  trade  cen tre  th a n k s  to 
H ungarian  an d  G erm an investm ents. F urtherm ore , in the 
sam e tim e, the  city appeared  to be a crucial educational, 
cu ltu ra l an d  a rt cen tre  and  also a popu lar h ea lth  reso rt 
fam ous for Baile Felix (Felix Spa) located nearby. For the 
H absburg  Europe of th a t  tim e, O radea w as a  k ind  of a  gate 
leading to the  east, to the  B lack Sea. After the  F irst World War, 
O radea becam e a p a rt of the  R om anian Kingdom an d  for a very 
sh o rt tim e cam e back  to H ungary w hen the  Second World W ar 
ended. In socialist Rom ania, u n til the  Revolution of 1989, 
O radea w as an  adm inistrative centre of the  Bihor region and  
w as developing in a typical way for socialist cities.

The period of the  cen tra l p lann ing  econom y in 
R om anian cities unfolded in  a very sim ilar way to o ther cities 
of the  region w hich w as typical for the  tow ns of socialist 
Europe (Dom ański 1997). The m ain  fea tu res of post-socialist 
cities of R om ania -  v e rsu s  sim ilar Polish cen tres  w hich differ 
from the  viewpoint of the  m arke t econom y ones -  are: 
in d u stria l em ploym ent, full cen tralisa tion  of adm in istra tion , 
acciden tal social s tru c tu re  of settled  people an d  politics 
depending on the  capital. W hat is m ore, architectonic 
m onotony an d  d isrespectfu l value of the  area  are observed 
(Węcławowicz 1996). There is a  clearly seen  suprem acy  of the 
huge accom m odation com plexes often devoid of accura te  
service in fras tru c tu re  in  the  functional s tru c tu re  of R om anian 
cities in  com parison to Polish tow ns. U nfortunately, the  decay 
of old d is tric ts  is also noticed and  typical for m any  R om anian 
cities. The decay is connected w ith the  problem  of the  still no t 
regu lated  esta te  property  law e ither of the  tow n’s a re a  or its  
buildings. The very com plicated p a s t of the  region strongly left 
its  im press on the  social s tru c tu re  changes leaving the  region 
ethnically  different w ith a  m ore restrictive to ta lita rian  system .

The ch an ges o f  eth n ica l, religion and language
stru ctu res in Oradea after th e  year 1990
The m odification of the  social s tru c tu re  including 

ethnic, religious an d  linguistic e lem ents s ta n d s  o u t a s  the 
m ost im portan t changes during  the  transfo rm ation  period in 
O radea an d  the  rem ain ing  R om anian cities. In 2003, O radea
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h ad  206,5  th o u san d  citizens w hich w as one th ird  of B ihor 
coun ty ’s population  an d  72%  population  of the  cities in  the 
region. W hat is typical for the  cities of su ch  extent, w ith 
dom inan t adm inistrative, educational an d  service functions, is  
the  ra te  of fem inism  w ith 110% while 52,4%  is the 
partic ipation  of wom en in  the  whole n u m b er of citizens3.

Tab.1. C hanges in  the  e thn ical s tru c tu re  of O radea’s 
populations_________ _____________ _____________ _____________

E thnica l groups 2002
(%)

1992
(%)

2 0 0 2 /1 9 9 2
(%)

Rom a population 1,19 0,95 125,26
R om anians 70,35 64,43 109,19
Slovaks 0,18 0,21 85,71
H ungarians 27,51 33,58 81,92
G erm ans 0,27 0,43 62,79
News 0,08 0,13 61,53
B ulgarian 0,01 0,02 50,00
O thers 0,41 0,25 160,00
Source: Ow n d a ta  based  on D irectia  J u d e te a n a  de S ta tis tica  Bihor, 
2002, O radea.

The average ra te  of occupancy- w here the  a rea  is 111,2 
sq. km  -  w as 1857 people p er sq. km  an d  lessened  in  
com parison to the  year 1992 a t ab o u t 7,2%. The decrease of 
citizens in  the  social s tru c tu re  of the  cities seem s to be the 
m ost im p o rtan t change. In 2002, the  n u m b er of b irth s  w as of 
2289, the  n u m b er of d ea th s  w as of 1875 an d  it ap p ears  to 
have a  decreased  value equalling 414 w hich m ak es  the  ra te  of 
b irth  -2 . Additionally, the  balance of m igration goes together 
w ith the  decline of b irth  an d  high death  ra te . The phenom enon 
is  connected w ith the  great n u m b e r of d ep artu res  of R om anian 
H ungarians, G erm ans an d  Jew ish . However, the  dom inan t 
im pact on m igration refers to the  H ungarian  m inority. In 2002, 
the  n u m b er of refugees w as of 1909 people, while the  n u m b er 
of em igran ts w as of 1665 w hich gives a  negative (minus) 
balance of m igration equalled 244 people. In one year, together 
w ith the  regressive b irth  ra te , the  population  of O radea

3 The following data are based on: Directia Judeteana de Statistica Bihor,2002, 
Oradea
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declined a t ab o u t 658 people w hich is 3,2%  an d  during  the 
exam ined period of tim e-w hich m ean s the  y ears  1992-2002- 
declined a t 17,3 th o u san d  w hich is 8%.

While analyzing the  above p resen ted  d a ta  it shou ld  be 
considered th a t the  facts illu stra te  only a  k ind  of “num erical 
dim ension” w hich, in  fact, w ithout additional, m ore detailed 
resea rch es  is very difficult to analyze. W ithout the  inform ation 
ab o u t the  n u m b er of b irth s  and  d ea th s  (for instance: Roma 
population , R om anians), it is very difficult to say  in  w hich p a rt 
of the  table, the  increm ent of Rom a population  in O radea is a  
re su lt of a  positive b irth  ra te , an d  in  w hich p a rt it is the  re su lt 
of m igration. Despite the  above problem s, only the  inform ation 
ab o u t the  size of o ther changes illu s tra te s  -  only in a  way -  the 
city’s power of in teraction  on a  chosen  e thn ic  group.

D uring the  tim e of investigation, the  n u m b er of citizens 
decreased  from 223,8  th o u san d  in  1992 to 206,5  th o u san d  in 
2002.The biggest changes in  e thn ical s tru c tu re  took place 
am ong the  G erm an, Jew ish  and  B ulgarian  m inorities. The 
R om anian G erm ans w as the  biggest m inority  considering the 
n u m b er of em igrants. From  the  whole n u m b er of G erm an 
citizens, 40%  left for G erm any, m ainly due to econom ical 
reaso n s (Benedek, Schreiber 2001). The sam e s itu a tio n s  focus 
to the  R om anian Jew ish  from O radea who em igrated to Israel 
or the  U nited S tates. Additionally it shou ld  be rem em bered 
th a t O radea w as the  biggest centre of R om anian Jew s an d  a  
s trong  financial centre also. We can  still adm ire its  heritage by 
looking a t the  city’s arch itec tu re  including the  synagogue.

The m igration process of the  R om anian H ungarians 
unfo lds in  a  very sim ilar way to the  one m entioned above b u t 
on a  larger scale an d  is particu larly  well observed am ong the 
you th  an d  people w ith h igher education. The la s t survey tak en  
in  O radea an d  Cluj-N apoca showed th a t nearly  45%  of 
H ungarian  you th  is going to leave R om ania for H ungary  for 
good or for studying. However, the  econom ical m otivation -in 
th is  case -h as  a  lesser m eaning  th a n  in  the  R om anian 
H u n g arian s’ case w hich differentiates them  from the 
R om anian G erm ans. The R om anian H ungarians p u t on the 
first place family connections w hich are very s trong  in  th is  
region m aking  the  ad ap ta tio n  p rocess easier (Benedek, Nagy 
2003). The additional factor w hich m akes the  H ungarian  m ore 
a ttractive  is- created  by the  Prime M inister V. O rban -  pro-
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H ungarian  politics w hich w as in s titu tio n a l in its  ch arac te r and  
w as a reason  of m any in terpo lations in  the  H ungarian  and  
R om anian Parliam ent.4 N onetheless a t the  end  of 90s a 
decrease of R om anian-H ungarian  m igration is observed 
(Horga, Brie 2001). It is n o t connected w ith the  decreasing 
m igratory tendency b u t ra th e r  w ith the  g roups of em igrants 
getting sm aller an d  sm aller. The clear p rogress of the  city 
Rom anizing cau ses  the  changes in e thn ic  s tru c tu re  sim ilarly 
in  all the  region of C rięana an d  T ransylvania (Benedek, Nagy 
2003).

The essen tia l outflow of H ungarian  an d  G erm an 
population  is balanced  by the  p rocess of m igration to O radea, 
w hich includes m ainly the  R om anian people com ing from ru ra l 
regions an d  the  Roma population. As we can  observe, a t 
p resen t, the  percentage of the  Roma population  am ong the 
city’s population  w as enlarged a t ab o u t 0.7%  an d  15.4%, 
enlarging the  to ta l am o u n t of O radea’s population  a t abou t 
1400. The significant influence on the  city m igration changed 
the  city functions, w hich m ade O radea -  from a dom inan t 
in d u stria l and  also m ilitary centre to a service-oriented city 
w ith educational, to u ris t an d  m edical character. We should  
em phasize the  special educational function  of the  city, w hich 
h a s  four universities. More th a n  30 th o u san d  s tu d e n ts  a ttend  
the  largest of them , w hich is a s ta te  university . M any of the 
s tu d en ts  come from rem ote places of O radea. It com es as  
n a tu ra l a s  the  University of O radea plays a regional role 
encircling its  influence on the  n o rth e rn  an d  no rth -w este rn  p a rt 
of the  country  because  the  closest universities are only in Cluj- 
Napoca an d  Tim isoara.

The varia tions in  the  linguistic an d  religious s tru c tu re  
are a re su lt of the  m igration process w here the  dependence is 
proportional. W hen com paring the  d a ta  p resen ting  the  e thnical 
origin and  language differences we can  observe th a t  the  group 
w hich is the  m ost linked w ith th e ir own language are the 
Slovaks and  the  G reeks (Bente 2001). At the  sam e tim e we can  
observe m any  -  abou t 1.2 th o u san d  considering H ungarian  
an d  0.7 th o u san d  considering R om anian language

4 The Hungarian government accepted the financial support for Romanian citizens 
who are going to study or work in Hungary what met diplomatic intervention of 
Romanian government.
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supp lem en tary  differences in  relation  to the  n u m b er of people 
declaring th e ir e thn ic  m em bership . To p u t it in  an o th er way, it 
inevitably m akes the  R om anian language m ore attractive a s  a  
form al language an d  H ungarian  language, w hich can  be the 
effect of the  increase  of e thn ic  conscious am ong the  people 
who come from m ixed m arriages (M uresan 1999).

Tab.2. C hanges in  the  s tru c tu re  of the  m ate rn a l language 
referring to O radea’s population  _____________ _____________

E thn ical groups 2002
(%)

1992
(%)

2 0 0 2 /1 9 9 2
(%)

Rom ani language 0,52 0,47 110,63
R om anian 70,68 64,82 109,04
Slovakian 0,18 0,21 85,71
H ungarian 28,10 33,59 83,65
G erm an 0,17 0,28 60,71
O ther languages 0,35 0,63 55,56
Source: Own da ta  b ased  on D irectia Ju d e te a n a  de S ta tistica  Bihor, 
2002, Oradea.

W hen we com pare the  n u m b er of people who declare 
th e ir e thn ic  an d  language m em bership  we shall notice th a t the 
s trongest e thn ic  group in  O radea w hich is b est assim ila ted  is 
the  G erm an group and  the  Rom a population. In the  case of 
G erm ans, in  the  year 1992, 67%  of people declared G erm an as  
the  m other tongue while ten  years  la te r only 63%  did. In the 
case of the  Roma population  the  n u m b er w as lessening  in 
sim ilar way, from 50%  in  1992 to 46%  in 2002. B ut for the 
herm etic  population  of the  Rom a population, u sing  and  
declaring the  language, w hich is a round  as  a  m other tongue is 
typical. All in  all, on the  territo ries inhab ited  by the  R om anian 
or H ungarian  Rom a population , R om anian or H ungarian  
languages are declared a s  m other tongues.

The very crucial factor of the  social changes, though  
difficult to p re sen t in  the  s ta tistic s , is the  life dem ocratisa tion  
an d  the  beginnings of civic society creation. T han k s to th is  
change, som e people of H ungarian  origin, who previously 
declared R om anian a s  a  m other tongue, now declare 
H ungarian  b ack  (Horga, Brie 2001). W hat is m ore, knowing 
H ungarian  helps to find legal or even illegal job  in  H ungary in 
case of m igration (Balaęco 2003).
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However, w hen we com pare the  ethnic, religious and  
linguistic  m odification we have to notice th a t  the  deepest 
changes took place in the  religious sphere. Additionally we 
have to say th a t  the  p re ssu re  of the  system  on the  religious 
sphere  w as the  strongest. It w as the  dem onstra tion  in 
T im isoara -  m ean t to p ro tec t the  H ungarian  Vicar Laszlo Tokes 
-  w hich s ta rted  the  R om anian Revolution. W hen we look a t the 
problem  of religious a ttach m en t in  a  trad itional way, after 
m aking  som e sim plification, it  can  be said  th a t, positively, the 
m ajority  of R om anian e thn ic  people are O rthodox or Greek- 
catholic (D am sa 1994), H ungarian  an d  G erm an e thn ic  people 
are R om an-catholic or Calvin (Zamfirescu 1992). According to 
the  d a ta  p resen ted  in  the  above table, the  g rea tes t changes 
took place ju s t  in  the  th ree  religious groups.

Tab.3. C hanges in  the  religious s tru c tu re  of O radea’s 
population___________________________________________________

E thnica l groups 2002
(%)

1992
(%)

2 0 0 2 /1 9 9 2
(%)

Evangelic CA 0,17 0,10 170,00
Adventist 0,30 0.18 167,67
Pentecostal 4,66 3,56 130,90
Atheism  (as an  idea) 0,11 0,09 122,22
B aptist 3,58 3,04 117,76
Evangelic PS 0,14 0,12 116,67
Orthodox 58,94 55,02 107,12
G reek-catholic 3,38 3,40 99,41
Rom an - catholic 11,26 13,28 84,79
Alvin 16,15 19,60 82,40
U nitarian 0,11 0,14 78,57
Mozaic 0,08 0,13 61,54
W ithout religion 1,12 1,34 83,58
Source: Ow n d a ta  based  on D irectia  J u d e te a n a  de S ta tis tica  Bihor, 
2002, O radea.

Among the  six ch u rch es  w hich have m ore th a n  one 
th o u san d  m em bers in  the  year 1992 like O rthodox, Calvin, 
Rom an-catholic, Pentecostal, G reek Catholic, B aptist, only the 
Pentecostal an d  B ap tists  consolidated  th e ir position. The 
Calvin an d  R om an-catholic ch u rch es  h ad  serious looses 
considering the  n u m b er of c h u rc h es’ m em bers, w hich lessened
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from 10.5 th o u san d  to 6 .5  th o u san d  in the  exam ined time. 
C om pared to the  partic ipa tion  percentage of the  e thn ic  group 
an d  religious group in 2002, we m ay a sse rt, th a t  the  nu m b ers  
of R om an-catholic an d  Calvin ch u rch  m em bers is sim ilar to 
the  percentage of the  H ungarian  m inority. However, w hen we 
consider th a t  70%  of the  people in  the  city are R om anian, we 
can  notice th a t  only 62%  declared O rthodox an d  Greek- 
catholic m em bership . In the  la tte r case- I m ean  considering 
the  G reek-catholic ch u rch  -  and  sim ilarly O rthodox C hurch, 
we should  s ta te  th a t  m ission activities are very visible 
especially in  Pentecostal, Evangelic CA an d  A dventist church .

Even so, looking a t the  w eakening O rthodox C hurch  we 
can  notice a k ind  of young developm ent in  R om anian ch u rch es  
like: Adventist, Evangelic CA, Pentecostal, B aptist, and
Evangelic PS. Each of the  m entioned  ch u rch es  increased  its  
n u m b er of m em bers in  the  described tim e a t ab o u t 7% of 
Evangelic PS, to even 50%  of Adventist. Truly speaking, w hen 
we consider the  Pentecostal an d  B aptist ch u rch es  we deal w ith 
g roups counting  less th a n  one th o u san d  m em bers an d  we 
have to add  th a t  the  n u m b er of conversion can  be alarm ing in 
the  O rthodox C hurch.

W hen we consider the  changes in  the  Orthodox and  
G reek-catholic ch u rch es  we will notice th a t the  changes in 
R om an-catholic an d  Calvin ch u rch es  are easier to explain. The 
decrease of w orsh ippers is strictly  linked w ith the  em igration 
p rocesses of H ungarian  an d  G erm an  origin people and  
unfavorable dem ographic an d  e thnic  s tru c tu re  of those 
groups. It is observed th a t only young people u sually  em igrate 
an d  the  old ones alternatively lim it the  n u m b er of w orshippers, 
w hich is- besides the  m igration p rocesses -  connected w ith the 
n a tu ra l p rocess of h u m a n  changes.

Regarding the  correlation betw een ethn ic  g roups and  
religion declared by R om anian, H ungarian  an d  G erm an 
citizens we have to say th a t the  resea rch es  m ade for the  Roma 
population  seem s to be very in teresting . In general, the  Roma 
population  declares to belong to the  religious com m unity, 
w hich is dom inan t in the  region they  live. For in stance  the 
Roma population , who lives am ong the  R om anians, very often 
declare to be O rthodox an d  those who live am ong the 
H ungarians declare to be Rom an-C atholic (Zamfir, Zamfir 
1993). Such  s itu a tio n  m ay be seen  in  the  light of a ttem pting  to
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avoid possibilities of any conflicts w hich could eventually come 
from a  classic  relation; w e-the strangers. The s itua tion  of the  
Roma population , who live in  a su b -s tan d a rd  d istric t of the 
city, is different. They m ainly described them selves as  a people 
w ithou t any religion.

C hanges in th e  life co n d ition s in Oradea
O radea is a city w hich probably m ostly benefitted from 

political an d  econom ical changes after the  Revolution. 
D em ocratic Party  (DP) governs the  city, together w ith the  party  
rep resen ting  the  H ungarian  m inority  (HDUR). Both p a rtie s  are 
in  opposition to the  party , w hich governs the  country . The 
p a rty ’s co-operation (DP, HDUR) is positively seen  as  a power, 
w hich creates the  b ases  of a civic society an d  differs from o ther 
cities w here the  pa rtie s  have a  na tiona l ch arac te r (e.g. the 
party  in Cluj-Napoca). New w ork places, m ainly in  the  services 
sector were created  th a n k s  to the  tran sb o rd e r co-operation 
an d  investm en ts com ing from the  H ungarians an d  Italians. 
The political transform ation , the  liberal politics of the  city’s 
au tho rity  an d  the  econom ical developm ent let the  esta te  
arrange an d  regulate, in  a larger scale th en  in  o ther cities. 
Earlier, before the  year 1996 there  w as m ostly national and  
city esta te . However, the  rise of people’s w ealth  led to the 
s itu a tio n  in  w hich m ost of the  city a reas  (90%) were tak en  by 
private ow ners who s ta rted  to invest in m any  buildings. Two 
new  d istric ts  of de tached  h o u ses  cam e to life w hich can  be a 
sign of a different geographical s tru c tu re  of the  city w hich is 
slowly getting the  outlook of a typical layout for the  free 
m arke t economy.

Nearly all the  service b ran ch es  were privatised, from the 
education  (three private universities) to the  h ea lth  service (19 
private surgeries) an d  whole chain  stores. The H ungarian  and  
Italian  capital stock  m ade the  m iddle an d  sm all factories 
dom inan t in the  econom ical s tru c tu re  of the  city an d  hence the 
unem ploym ent ra te  decreased  in  O radea m aking  it the  lowest 
in  the  country . There are employed 97 .5  th o u san d  people: 
2.1%  w ork in agricu lture, 48.5%  in  the  industry , 15.6% in  the  
trade , 8.9%  in  tran sp o rt, 6.1%  in m edical care, 6.05%  in  the 
education , 2.1%  in  the  a dm in istra tion  an d  10.7% in  the  re s t of 
services. C lear changes took place in  the  public  an d  private 
tran sp o rt. A lot of activities were m ade to improve the
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s tan d a rd  of tram  n e ts  (124 tram s) and  b u s  n e t (91 buses). 
M any roads were renovated an d  the  n u m b er of registered cars, 
especially from H ungary an d  Italy h a s  increased.

Among the  m ost developed services the  first place is 
occupied by education , cu ltu re  an d  tourism . There are 46 
p rim ary  an d  secondary  schools in  O radea. After the  year 1996 
th ree  new  private h igh schools were opened, one of them  ru n  
by the  B ap tist church . Six th ea tre s  (one of them  of a  strong 
H ungarian  character) an d  five c inem as give a  very good 
cu ltu ra l offer. The wide range of accom m odation -  wholly 
renovated - offers nearly  one th o u san d  places to sleep and  
w hat is m ore the  city p lan s  to enlarge the  hotel basis. O radea 
h a s  its typical to u ris t a ttrac tiveness th a n k s  to the  location, 
a rch itec tu re , convenient tra n sp o rt an d  lying nearby  the  w arm  
w aters. Baile Felix (Felix Spa) w as a  h ea lth  reso rt in  the 
A ustro-H ungarian  tim es an d  since the  year 1998 its 
in fras tru c tu re  h a s  been  m odernised. A lot of new, sm all family 
an d  friendly g u est h o u ses  were bu ilt an d  the  old socialistic 
ones were privatised. The new  ow ners im proved the  to u ris t 
base  an d  m ade the  to u ris ts  offers m ore attractive. We can 
notice m any  foreign to u ris ts  from W estern Europe, especially 
from G erm any, who re s t w ith in  the  w arm  w ater.

Despite the  fact th a t  O radea belongs to the  cities w ith 
the  h ighest life s tan d a rd , it still h a s  to cope w ith m any 
problem s. The m ost im p o rtan t issue  is environm ental 
pollution, im proving an d  developing the  tra n sp o rt 
in fras tru c tu re  an d  the  education  developm ent. However, if the  
indicated  ta sk s  are to be accom plished, the  city needs to have 
financial m eans. The only alarm ing th ing  is the  s itua tion  in 
w hich m ost of the  decision-m aking a reas  -  especially in the  
a rea  of public  service -  have a  cen tra l character.

C onclusions
In the  scientific resea rch es  of O radea social s tru c tu re  it 

can  be noticed th a t som e crucial changes of ethnic, linguistic 
an d  religious s tru c tu re s  took place in  the  city. The range of the 
changes together w ith the  before existing process seem s to 
deepen. For one, the  process of H ungarian , G erm an and  
Jew ish  m inorities’ m igration is obvious. The negative ra te  of 
b irth  an d  the  negative balance of ex ternal m igration only in a  
little way equalise the  in te rn a l m igration, w hich in  th is  case
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includes m ainly the  R om anians an d  the  Rom a population. 
W hen we take in to  the  acco u n t the  m u lti-e thn ic  city societies 
we can  find o u t a  confirm ation of the  changes w hich are the 
m odification tendencies of the  declared language an d  religion 
s tru c tu re .

After the  revolution, the  city functions in  a  tran sb o rd e r 
sphere  an d  therefore it benefits m uch . The new  investm ents, 
m ainly  w ith the  ex ternal capital s tock  le t the  city developed 
w idespread an d  m ake the  life s tan d a rd  higher. A proper city 
policy in  the  euroreg ions‘ co-operation allows O radea to take 
on a  series of investm en ts, w hich are also com m on for the  
H ungarian  side and  m akes the  city’s developm ent better. We 
should  also adm it the  existence of an  educational 
im provem ent th a n k s  to w hich the  city becam e the  m ost 
im p o rtan t an d  the  la rgest s tu d y  centre in  the  n o rth e rn  and  
eas te rn  p a rt of the  country.

A very crucial a lte rnation  took place in  the  in d u s try  and  
service b ranches. The percentage of the  w orkers employed in  
the  m ining an d  energetic com panies le ssen ed  an d  the 
percentage of the  w orkers employed in  education , tou rism  and  
trade  h a s  increased . The very convenient location of the 
com m unication ways, a t the  crossing of tra n sp o rt roads, m ake 
the  city an  im portan t com m unication centre. T hat is way 
O radea ap p ea rs  to be a  k ind  of a  gate for ideas, h u m a n  and  
good diffusion for the  regions like M aram ures, C risana  and  
also for T ransilvania, sep ara ted  in the  S ou th  an d  E ast by the 
C arpath ian  M ountains.
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