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Summary: The m ain  problem  in  the  Polish - G erm an w as th e  
political s itu a tio n  in  Europe th a t  resu lted  after W orld W ar II. 
G erm any w as divided in to  two sep ara te  s ta te s  th e  Federal Republic 
of G erm any an d  G erm an D em ocratic Republic. FRG w as in  the  zone 
of influence of th e  W estern Allies an d  the  GDR in  th e  Soviet sphere  of 
influence. Poland found itse lf in  the  sam e block a s  the  GDR, w hich 
provided opportun ities in  the  postw ar y ea rs  to ta lk  only w ith  the  
G erm an sta te . The sub jec t is in teresting  because  the  position  of 
Polish an d  G erm an C entral Europe a s  th e  two eternally  conflicting 
an d  often h a te  th e ir ne ighbors th ro u g h o u t h isto ry  h a s  m ade the  
events an d  h istory  of th ese  countries, it  is  in te restin g  an d  exciting. 
The tw entie th  cen tu ry  is  a period in  w hich re la tions a n d  h a tre d  
reached  i ts  apogee. The p u rpose  of th is  paper is  to outline th e  
m agnitude of th e  problem s of complex political, econom ic a n d  social 
Polish a n d  Germ an.
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Introduction
The tw entie th  cen tu ry  w as a  lan d m ark  in  the  Polish - 

G erm an  relations. The o u tb reak  of World W ar I, and  
consequently  its  effects or the  Treaty  of Versailles, the  rise and
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the  re tu rn  of m any  coun tries on the  political m ap of Europe 
an d  the  em ergence of m any  new  in te rna tiona l re la tions h a s  
changed  even m ore com plicated th a n  before. Among these  
coun tries is also found in Poland. Poland w as reborn  in  1918 
an d  s treng thened  its  position in 1920 after w inning the  w ar 
again st the  Bolsheviks. The m ain  objective of G erm an  policy 
w as to w eaken the  Polish econom ic an d  political. Evidence of 
th is  w as in  1925 to bring abou t the  custom s of w ar in  the  hope 
of Polish econom ic d isaster. Second Republic. a policy different 
from the  G erm an, who were to avoid ten sio n s  an d  conflicts a s  
a re su lt of provocative speeches an d  s ta tem en ts  by G erm an 
politicians. It w as in troduced  after the  Soviet Union and  
G erm any have m ade a deal w ith friendship  an d  n eu tra lity  in 
April 1926. In the  years  1925 - 1929, the  G erm an G overnm ent 
by the  w orsening crisis, an d  the  m eager re su lts  of econom ic 
w arfare w ith the  Polish, h ad  to change h is  a ttitu d e  tow ards the 
Polish. N evertheless, the  G erm an p ropaganda p e rs is t in  using  
the  anti-Polish  slogans. The liquidation of 31.X .1929 
agreem ent h a s  led to the  end of the  negotiations on financial 
claim s. Poland renounced  against G erm an na tio n a ls  in  its  
territo ry  fu rth e r liquidation of property  rights.

A new phase in th e  Polish  -  German in th e  3 0 s
T w en tieth  century
In the  y ears  1930 - 1939 Polish diplom acy w as 

successfu l, a s  the  first m anifestation  w as the  conclusion of the 
trad e  agreem ent 27.III.1930 w hich adm ittedly  h a s  n o t led to 
the  end of the  econom ic war, b u t the  te rm ina to r approaching  
its  end. G erm an expenditure  on the  arm y spending  well above 
the  Polish, an d  th is  tren d  intensified w ith each  pass in g  year, 
th a n k s  m ade by secre t a rm s program . The situ a tio n  prevailing 
betw een the  USSR and  the  Polish, M arshal P ilsudski decided 
to u se  the  policy of balancing  re la tions w ith the  USSR and  
G erm any (Davies 2000). S u b seq u en t successive G erm an 
governm ents intensified anti-Polish  policy, an d  G erm an 
p ropaganda spoke of the  persecu tion  of the  G erm an m inority 
in  Poland (Roszkowski 1998). Im portan t w ords of Foreign 
M inister Jozef Beck "... If the  country , alone or w ith o thers, 
w ish to a ttem p t a t leas t one square  m eter of o u r territory, 
sp eak  the  cannon  ... " show ing th a t Poland will n o t be 
p ressu re  from the  G erm an (Barcz, Tom ala 1992).
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In 1933 cam e to power Adolf Hitler, w hose policy is 
b ased  on the  w eakening of the  Polish position. H itler in 1933, 
said  th a t it does no t seek  to change the  bo rders  a t the  expense 
of o ther na tions. In Poland, they  did no t believe these  
a ssu ran ces , b u t u sed  it as  an  excuse to sign a  nonaggression 
pact. The consequence of th is  w as the  conclusion of the 
tem porary  custom s agreem ent. In Berlin, Józef Lipski m et 
Adolf Hitler 15.XI.1933, H itler declared him self in favor of a  
co n sen su s  w ith the  Polish, an d  Poland w as considered a  
bastion  of an ti-com m unist. The draft b ilateral non-aggression  
declaration  G erm any gave P iłsudski 28.X I.1933r. Lipski gave 
the  Polish co n tra  project Foreign M inister von N eurath  crowd 
K onstantinow i 9.I.1934 signed the  agreed text, the  declaration  
of non-violence betw een G erm ans an d  the  Polish. 26.1.1934 r  . 
M inister of Foreign Affairs of the  Third Reich Joach im  von 
R ibbentrop on 24.X .1938 proposed RP A m bassador Józef 
Lipski in  Berlin the  inclusion  of “Danzig” to G erm any, the 
construction  of an  ex tra territo rial highw ay an d  railw ay line by 
the  p a tch  of Polish Pom erania, an  extension of non-aggression  
p ac t of 25 years  of c ross-border g u a ran tees  and  co-operation 
on the  em igration of Jew s from the  Polish, an d  join the  Anti- 
C om intern Pact. In re tu rn , the  G erm an side agreed to the 
G erm an - Polish border. G erm any again  in  1939 p ressu red  the 
Polish governm ent to jo in  to the  Reich G dańsk  a s  well a s  the 
connection to the  A nti-C om intern Pact. In th is  case, Poland 
w as placed in  isolation, because  the  G erm an policy w as 
focused on the  to tal Polish dependence on G erm any. Seal the 
end  of the  Polish w as the  signing of the  Pact R ibbentrop - 
Molotov in  Moscow 23.VIII.1939 r. w here bo th  p a rtie s  in  a  
secre t clause, divided th e ir sp h eres  of in te rest in the  fu ture.

The new  balance o f  power after 1945
In J a n u a ry  1949 the  G erm an Socialist Unity Party 

(SED) h a s  declared to be acclaim ed G erm an - Polish border on 
the  Oder and  Neisse. Polish and  G erm an re la tions based  on 
agreem ents betw een the  two G erm an s ta te s  to one of the  m ost 
im p o rtan t system s w as a  so-called Treaty of Zgorzelec in 1950 
betw een the  Polish and  the  G erm an D em ocratic Republic.

The con trac t defining the  b o undaries  of the  27.I.1951 
signed in  F ran k fu rt on the  Oder sealed the  ap p a ren t cordiality
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betw een the  Polish an d  GDR. A b reak th ro u g h  in m u tu a l 
re la tions betw een the  two coun tries p ropaganda repeated  
endlessly. Federal C hancellor K onrad A denauer in  1953, 
re ite ra ted  th a t "... no G erm an governm ent never considered 
the  Oder - Neisse." G om ulka in  1956 tried  to s treng then  
econom ic an d  political cooperation w ith the  GDR, w hich in 
tu rn  could w ean the  zone from bo th  the  FRG an d  the  USSR, 
b u t un fo rtunate ly , these  a ttem p ts  were curta iled  by the 
Kremlin. It grew m ore an d  m ore of a problem  to the  lack  of 
recognition by the  Federal Oder-Neisse border. Despite the 
"m em orandum  of tu b in g ” issu ed  by the  Evangelical C hurch  in 
the  FRG in w hich the  governm ent appealed to the  W est 
G erm an border recognition of the  Oder - Neisse, the  Bonn 
governm ent con tinued  to in s is t th a t  there  is w ith in  the  lim its 
of the  Reich from 1937 u n til elected in  free elections , the 
G erm an general governm ent (Wolff-Powęska 1993). Treaty 
betw een the  Federal Republic of G erm any and  the  Polish 
People's Republic of norm alizing re la tions w as signed in 
D ecem ber 1970 during  the  visit of Federal C hancellor Willy 
B rand t in  W arsaw. However, in K arlsruhe in  1974, Federal 
C onstitu tional C ourt ru led  th a t G erm any still exist w ith in  the 
lim its  of 1937. N evertheless, in  Bonn im passe in  rela tions 
betw een com m unist an d  W est began to break . A year earlier, 
in  1973 the  com m unist au th o ritie s  gave perm ission  for 50 
th o u san d . perm its  to travel to the  FRG year. The agreem ent of 
PRL - FRG in  H elsinki w as the  second of Septem ber, 1975 
(K rasuski 2003).

The sam e year, the  n in th  of O ctober in  W arsaw, an  
agreem ent of PRL - Federal, w hich provided com pensation  for 
Polish victim s of Nazi cam ps an d  d epartu re  of the  PRL people 
who fell to G erm ans. In the  spring  of 1976 years  supply  
m ark e t deteriorated . Then deluded them selves th a t  fu rth er 
loans an d  agreem ents w ith the  FRG signed on 8-12.V I.1976 
during  h is  s tay  in  Bonn Gierek help survive the  difficulties. 
13.XII. In 1981 the  com m unist au th o ritie s  in troduced  m artia l 
law, w hich con tribu ted  to the  deterioration of re la tions w ith 
the  FRG. Poland w as cu t off from the  world. M artial law  w as 
lifted 22.VII.1983 In la ter y ears  he continued  im passe  in Polish 
politics u n til 1989 w hen there  w as a collapse of the  entire 
com m unist bloc.
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R elations w ith the  FRG gained prom inence in  1989 
w hen a t the  opening of the  border betw een E ast Berlin and  
W est, FRG C hancellor H elm ut Kohl w as in Poland. He 
in te rru p ted  h is  visit November 9 to take p a rt in  a  rally a s  well 
a s  an  ex traord inary  cab inet m eeting in  Berlin. Events su ch  as 
dem ocratization in Poland, the  fall of the  Berlin Wall by 
"Solidarity" an d  the  com bination of the  two G erm an s ta te s  in 
th is  one h isto rical event th a t  gave real im petus to the  Polish - 
G erm an reconciliation an d  u n d e rs tan d in g  (Davies 2004). Poles 
su p ported  the  unification of G erm any, while G erm any voiced 
h is  approval of the  Polish partic ipation  in E uropean  s tru c tu re s  
an d  the  Euro-A tlantic. E n tered  in to  force on the  concept of 
"Polish - G erm an com m unity  of in terests"  in troduced  by 
Skubiszew ski - M inister of Foreign Affairs. "M ass of 
Reconciliation" in  the  C ross w ith T adeusz Mazowiecki and  
C hancellor H elm ut Kohl in  1989 passed  into history. The basis  
b ecause  of Polish re la tions w ith a  u n ited  G erm any w as a  
"Jo in t S ta tem ent" adopted  by the  h ead s  of governm ents of 
G erm any an d  Polish. It created  a  new  ch arac te r of these  
re la tions as  well as  a  fram ew ork treaty . The con tinuation  of 
th ese  events w as the  Polish - G erm an trea ty  confirm ing the 
existing lim it of 14 November 1990, in  w hich the  un ited  
G erm an s ta te  recognized the  u ltim ate  ch arac te r of the  Polish 
w estern  border. A nother w as a  trea ty  on good neighborliness 
an d  Friendly Cooperation of 17 J u n e  1991. E stab lished  a  
n u m b er of governm ental an d  nongovernm ental in s titu tio n s  
th a t  served to build  m u tu a l reconciliation and  und ers tan d in g .

P olish  - German reconcilia tion
For the  d iscussion  betw een the  Polish an d  the  G erm ans 

allowed the  political changes after 1989, becam e the  key word 
"reconciliation" (Versohnung), w hich b rough t w ith it m any 
problem s, even if the  conditions for the  existence of th is  idea. 
An in te rna tiona l agreem ent cam e in to  force an d  the  T reaties of 
1990 an d  1991, an d  foresaw  the  estab lishm en t of the 
Foundation  for Polish - G erm an reconciliation. The F oundation  
w as estab lished  26 F ebruary  1992 adopting  a  reg ister no t only 
to victim s b u t also the  allocation of funds, w hich con tribu ted  
to Polish - G erm an Agreem ent. The political elites of bo th  
coun tries  are com m itted to reconciliation, a s  reflected in  a  
speech  Federal P residen t Rom an Herzog in  W arsaw  in  1994

51



an d  occurred in  B undestegu  M inister B artoszew ski in  1995. 
An im portan t event in the  Polish - G erm an Rom an Herzog's 
visit to Poland in  1994 on the  occasion of the  fiftieth 
ann iversary  of the  W arsaw  Uprising. He said  th en  "I bow over 
the  fighters of the  W arsaw  Uprising, an d  before all Polish 
victim s of the  war. Please forgive me for w hat w as done to 
them  by the  G erm ans” (Łomiński, Stolarczyk 1998). This 
s ta tem en t w as assessed  as  an  im portan t con tribu tion  to 
b ilateral relations. Lech W alesa also gave a speech an d  said: "I 
do no t absolve the  m u rd ere rs  of W arsaw. B ut these  feelings do 
no t move the  G erm an nation . We w an t an d  we can  live w ith 
you in  friendship. " Foreign M inister W ładyslaw Bartoszew ski 
a t the  invitation of P resident of the  B undestag  R ita S u ssm u th  
gave a speech  April 28, 1995 a t a special m eeting of the 
G erm an cham bers  of parliam ent. This speech  w as accepted 
very positively in  Germ any. There he highlighted the  problem  
of displacem ent, he s tressed  th a t the  m ass  expulsions were a 
re su lt of World W ar II. He also m entioned  the  d isplaced 
G erm ans from Polish territory , an d  th a t Poland does no t 
escape m oral responsibility  (Piotrowski 1997). On the  p a rt of 
G erm any w as no t invited to the  celebration of President 
W ałęsa end of the  Second World W ar 8 May 1995 an d  the 
com pensation  w as above m entioned  call Bartoszew ski. Poland 
s tan d  him self a s  one of the  priority of sen tences, since late in 
1989, jo in ing  the  E uropean  s tru c tu re s  and  NATO. H as become 
popu lar the  u se  of su ch  slogans as: "a re tu rn  to Europe, 
Polish," "Polish con tribu tion  to E urope 's cu ltu ra l heritage." It is 
th a n k s  to Polish asp ira tions for freedom , G erm any paved the 
way for reunification. It shou ld  be also s tressed  the  m erits  of 
social, econom ic an d  political Polish, w hich included coverage 
changes en tire  E as t - C entral Europe. W hen Poland signed a 
cooperation agreem ent w ith the  E uropean  C om m unity 1989, 
w hich it supported  the  coun try  in p u rsu it  of the  E uropean  
Union by Germ any.

The 1991 Treaty on good neighborliness an d  friendly 
cooperation reflects the  shape  of the  Polish - G erm an rela tions 
an d  the  FRG w ith the  ta sk  of act on behalf of Europe. The 
m ost im p o rtan t p a rt of Polish trea ty  w as Article 8, in  w hich the 
FRG is obliged to act "... w ith in  its  capabilities an d  forces "in 
favor of the  approxim ation of the  Polish Republic to the 
E uropean  Com m unity. The closure of th is  article is "The
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Federal Republic of G erm any tak es  a  positive view the 
p rospects  of Polish Republic to the  E uropean  Com m unity, 
w hich m ay  occur as  soon as  there  are doing the  right 
conditions” (Holzer, F iszer 1998). As seen  above, there  were 
reaso n s  to align an d  im prove re la tions Polish Republic and  the 
B undesrepub lik  D eutschland .

C om m unity in terest in th e  P olish  and German
p o litic s
United G erm any in  a  sh o rt period of tim e h a s  becom e a  

m ajor econom ic an d  political p a rtn e rs  for Polish. Both the 
pe rm an en t agreem ent, a s  well a s  close cooperation w ith the 
FRG Polish, the  m ost industria lized  an d  politically powerful 
coun try  in  W estern Europe, influenced in  large p a rt on the 
shape  of pro w estern  Polish foreign policy. FRG also h ad  a  
grea t influence on the  Polish accession to the  EU and  NATO. 
D ispu tes degree of convergence of in te re s ts  betw een the  Polish 
an d  the  G erm ans took place in the  early n ineties. One su ch  
case w as the  occurrence of an ti-n eu tra lity  of the  u n ited  
G erm any as  well as  advocate for the  adoption of a  un ited  
G erm any into NATO. G erm an an d  Polish policy w as pro- 
E uropean  governm ent an d  w as in tended  to overcome divisions 
an d  su p p o rt to su ch  values as  respect for h u m a n  rights, 
parliam en tary  dem ocracy an d  the  ru le of law  an d  m ark e t 
economy.

It w as also felt th a t the  G erm an com m itm ent to 
E uropean  in tegration  will foster the  build ing of the  E uropean  
order an d  ensu ring  security  an d  peace of Europe. The 
priorities th a t  a ttem p ted  to define Poland an d  G erm any in  
th e ir rela tionsh ip  w as to continue political an d  econom ic 
transfo rm ation , an d  in tegration  an d  build  la stin g  peace in  
Europe. The need  h a s  also been  a  ba lanced  approach  to the 
history , cu ltu ra l heritage and  trad itions. They w anted  good 
com m unication betw een political elites Polish an d  G erm an. It 
w as felt th a t  the  young generation who will s tep  u p  con tac ts  
betw een them , will seek  to b ring  together com m unities in  the 
fu tu re . An im portan t a spec t of th is  process w as also the  fact 
th a t  the  m edia  give inform ation objectively so as  n o t to form an  
un rea listic  im age of the  neighbor. The la s t  priority w as to build  
new  p a rtn e rsh ip s  by overcoming the  h istorical b u rd en  th a t
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weighed on the  two countries. Any taboos or w hite pa lm s h ad  
to be rem oved to build  new  p artn e rsh ip s.

C onclusion
Polish an d  G erm an rela tions were based  on the  political 

s itu a tio n  in  be tte r an d  worse tim e. It consisted  of a  n u m b er of 
factors b u t m ainly affect the  ideologies existing in  the  
countries, a s  well a s  the  trea ties  have been  concluded betw een 
them . E ach period in  the  tw entie th  cen tu ry  h ad  its  specific 
im pact on the  re la tions of bo th  coun tries from the  tu rb u len t 
period of the  th irties  to the  early n ineties. The y ears  1918 - 
1939 is a  period in  re la tions Polish and  G erm an m ost 
tu rb u len t .

It w as a t th is  period in  G erm any H itler com es to power, 
th en  in  1939 com es to World W ar II th ro u g h  the  fau lt of 
G erm any. It w as th en  revealed as  the  Polish an d  G erm an 
diplom ats were ineffective, leading to a  w ar betw een the  two 
countries. Of course, a  factor th a t  con tribu ted  to th is  s ta te  of 
affairs, w as the  policy of appeasem en t the  W est of the  Third 
Reich.

In the  y ears  1945 - 1989 Polish and  G erm an rela tions 
are arranged  according to the  policy of the  Soviet Union. 
B ecause a t th a t  tim e, Poland w as a  Soviet satellite. The USSR 
d ictate  in  advance of h is  choice policies Poland. Poland h ad  to 
deal w ith two G erm an s ta tes . T his w as due to the  political 
s itua tion , because after the  defeat of G erm any were divided 
in to  sp h eres  of influence betw een the  USSR an d  the  W estern 
Allies (the U nited Kingdom, United S ta tes , France). From  these  
zones form ed the  GDR an d  the  FRG. In the  fifties, the  only 
positive diplom atic re la tions Poland could lead to the  GDR a s  a  
s ta te  w as in the  sam e cam p. The FRG only in the  seventies 
rela tionsh ip  began to fall into place positively. W ith the  thaw  
th a t  took place th en  in the  com m unist bloc w as possible. In 
the  la s t period, the  decline for the  entire E astern  bloc, Poland 
an d  G erm any by changing  political an d  econom ic system  to 
begin to norm alize th e ir relations. It w as in  the  y ears  1989 to 
1991 signed agreem ents regulating  the  re la tions of the  m ost 
im p o rtan t Polish an d  G erm an.
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The unification of G erm any also h ad  a  big im pact on 
w hat w as happening . Poland does n o t have to have to ta lk  to 
two separa te  G erm an s ta tes . It w as finally the  w estern  Polish 
border an d  G erm any h a s  com m itted th a t  they  will help in  the 
p u rsu it of Polish E uropean  Union. Polish re la tions w ith 
G erm any still a rouse  s trong  em otions, because  of the 
h isto rical p ast, th a t  th is  factor will ever be able to be 
neu tra lized , because  he is  m ore of a  h in d rance  th a n  a  help in  
the  m u tu a l re la tions of bo th  countries.
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