
ISSN 2084-0497 gpsjour@ug.edu.pl

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN POMERANIAN VOIVODSHIP

Bogusław GOSZ
University of G dansk, In stitu te  of Geography,
4 Bażyńskiego s tr ., 80-952 G dansk, Poland 
E-mail: b.gosz@ univ.gda.pl

Summary: The p aper aim s to show  the  diversity of 
religious in  Pom eranian  Voivodship, ind icating  the  presence of 
various ch u rch es  and  religious associations in  quantita tive  
an d  spatia l reso lu tion , if possible. The la te st s ta tem en t of 
religious s ta tistic s , pub lished  by the  C entral S ta tistical Office 
in  the  second h a lf of 2010, p re sen ts  a  p ic tu re  of religious 
diversity in  Poland in  the  years  2006-2008. The year 2008 
provides the  basis  for show ing religious diversity in  the  region 
d iscussed  in  th is  article.
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Introduction
Exam ining religious issu es  is no t only challenging due 

to the  complexity of the  problem , b u t it fits well w ithin the 
k ind  of civilizational challenge im posed on scientific 
com m unity. At the  tu rn  of the  tw entieth  an d  tw enty-first 
cen tu ry  all over the  world except Europe (eurosecularism ) “an  
explosion” of religion is observed1. The phenom enon  of the

1 J. Beckford, 2003, Social Theory and Religion, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, p. 68 [fol:] E. Hałas, 2007, Konwersja. Perspektywa socjologiczna, 
Scholar, Warszawa, p. 10, 11.

56

mailto:gpsjour@ug.edu.pl
mailto:b.gosz@univ.gda.pl


m atte r lies in  the  fact th a t  social ties based  on religion seem  to 
be the  m ost durab le  am ong o thers  in  h istoriosophic term s, 
build ing on the  team  of im ages and  m edia cu ltu re . The au th o r 
is willing to p u t forward a  thesis, a ssum ing  a  sociological 
concept of a  na tion , th a t  a  n a tion  is a  h isto rical concept (as a  
few cen tu ries  ago, there  were no n a tio n s  in  the  cu rren t 
m eaning, therefore, periods in w hich the  role of n a tio n s ' 
functioning w ith in  societies will change can  be expected2), it 
m ay be well th a t  religious, as  well a s  language an d  family 
(ancestral) ties resu lting  from regional identity, will be one of 
the  m ain  d e term inan ts  of social relations.

The s tru c tu re  of religion is one of the  m ost problem atic 
is su es  of dem ography. The au th o rs  of religious s ta tis tic s  in 
Poland indicate th a t  su ch  sta tistica l te s ts  can  be conducted  
u sin g  censuses, sam ple surveys and  the  m ass  sta tistica l 
reporting. This la s t m ethod - vo lun tary  questionnaires  filled 
o u t by chu rch es , is the  foundation  of s ta tistica l knowledge in 
re la tion  to religious organizations, operating on Polish 
territory3. The Rom an Catholic C hurch  possesses  its  own 
s ta tistica l services an d  the  re su lts  of th e ir s tudy  differ 
significantly from the  re su lts  obtained  by ex ternal en tities, so 
for the  sake of accuracy  of the  s ta tistic , the  m ethod  of 
averaging is employed.

In the  census, w hich began in  April 2011 the  question  
of religion h a s  been  ra ised  for the  first tim e since 1931. 
Q uestion  posed in  the  cen su s  survey applies to a  form al 
denom inational affiliation: “to w hich confession (church or 
religious association) do you belong?” The seven largest 
religious associations or ch u rch es  in Poland are m entioned  by 
nam e in cen su s  sections, the  8 th category is the  "other", w hich 
em erges after the  developm ent of a  list of 165 o ther religious 
organizations. A different one m ay be added, if it is no t 
m entioned  in  the  form or its  in struc tions. A following answ er 
m ay also be given: "I do no t belong to any confession", a s  well 
a s  a  refusal to answ er th is  question  is acceptable.

Religious D iversity of Pom eranian  Voivodship is d ictated  
by dem ographic changes in  the  a reas  covered by the

2 Z. Rykiel, 2006, Podstawy geografii politycznej, PWE, Warszawa, p. 153.
3 Wyznania Religijne, Stowarzyszenia Narodowościowe i Etniczne w Polsce 2003
2005, 2007, GUS, Warszawa, p. 9, 10.
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adm inistra tive  u n it  since World W ar II. It is estim ated  th a t  up  
to 70%  of the  population  of Pom erania before 1939 were 
P ro tes tan ts  (mostly followers of the  Evangelical C hurch  of old- 
P ru ssian  Union, Evangelical United C hurch , b u t also of the 
Evangelical C hurch  of the  A ugsburg Confession). After th is  
tim e caesu ra , expansion  an d  stabilization of the  s tru c tu re s  of 
the  Rom an Catholic C hurch  is observed w hich becam e an  
extrem ely dom inan t confession in  the  denom inational 
s tru c tu re  of the  region. The so-called sh are  of family 
reunification in  the  m id 50s an d  the  second h a lf of the  60s 
a lm ost com pletely elim inated o ther confessions th a n  Rom an 
Catholic from the  religious landscape of the  region. Owing to 
political changes in 1989, the  em ergence of the  new  religious 
m ovem ents or reinforced s tru c tu re s  of long-estab lished  
chu rches, w hich were previously an  unno ticed  m argin, h a s  
been  observed.

C hristian ity  -  C atholicism
In 2008, the  m ost frequently  rep resen ted  religion in 

Pom eranian  Voivodship w as the  Rom an Catholic C hurch . The 
region is covered by four dioceses th a t belong to th ree 
ecclesiastical provinces: The M etropolis of G dansk  (the 
dioceses of G dansk , Pelplin), The M etropolis of Szczecin- 
Kamień Pom orski (Diocese of Koszalin-Kołobrzeg) an d  The 
M etropolis of E rm land  (Diocese of Elbląg). The share  of 
followers, based  on bap tism s, according to the  C hurch  is close 
to the  n a tiona l average, am ounting  in  2006 to 93.8%  of the 
to ta l population  of Poland4. In the  Diocese of G dansk  it is 
93.9% , Koszalin-Kołobrzeg 93.0% , Pelplin - 93.0% , while the 
h ighest percentage is noted  in the  Diocese of Elbląg - 95.7%  
(2008). These figures do n o t include a th e ists , agnostics and  
converts who have n o t com m itted the  act of apostasy . On the 
o ther han d , the  Rom an Catholic C hurch  gives lower th a n  the 
accepted n u m b er of the  population  inhab iting  the  region, and  
th is  being the  reference point, e stim ates u sually  give the 
n u m b er by ab o u t 5-6 p ercen t po in ts lower. Tw o-point surge in 
the  n u m b er of followers on the  national scale in  2007,

4 Since 2007, the statistical services of the Church (Institute of the Catholic Church 
Statistics) report a value of 95.8% (a sharp rise of 2 percentage points), further calls 
into question the reliability of these data.
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com pared w ith 2006 as  p resen ted  by the  In stitu te  of S ta tistics 
of the  Catholic C hurch , calls the  official figures re la ting  to the 
percentage of believers in to  question. D ecrease in  the  n u m b er 
of believers is recorded in  the  Diocese of Koszalin-Kołobrzeg 
an d  Pelplin, while grow th is observed in  the  Diocese of 
G dansk.

Among the  m ain  places of w orship in  the  province there  
are following:

- m inor basilicas: The Basilica of St. Trinity in  G dansk  
Oliwa (the archcathedral), The B asilica of St. Mary in  
G dansk  (the co-cathedral), The Basilica of St. Jo h n  
Evangelist in  Kwidzyn (the co-cathedral), The Basilica of 
St. Bridget of Sweden in  G dansk, The Basilica of St. 
N icholas in  G dansk , The C athedral B asilica of St. Mary 
of the  A ssum ption  in  Pelplin;

- collegiate ch u rch es  in  G dansk  Wrzeszcz, Gdynia and  
Wejherowo;

- san c tu a rie s  in  a  s tric t sense: The Calvary of Wejherowo, 
The Calvary of Wiele, The Shrine of The Divine Mercy 
(The C hurch  of The R esurrection in  G dansk  Wrzeszcz), 
sh rin es  to the  Virgin Mary in  Swarzewo, Matemblewo, 
T rąbki Wielkie, G dansk  (m entioned a s  a  m inor basilica), 
Wejherowo, Sianowo, Kościerzyna, Lubiszewo, 
Piaseczno, W arlubie, Chojnice, sh rin es  of St. A dalbert -  
ch u rch  a s  well a s  na tiona l san c tu aries .

The second m o st populous Catholic confession in  
Pom eranian  Voivodship is  the  G reek Catholic C hurch  
(Byzantine-U krainian rite). In the  w est of the  region there  is 
overrepresentation  of th is  religion com pared to the  re s t of the 
country , w hich is  a  re su lt of expulsions of m inority  groups 
from cen tral Lesser Poland (Lemkos, U krainians) in  the  years 
1944-1947 to the  a reas  a ttach ed  to the  rem ains of the  Polish 
s ta te  after 1945. 12 p a rish es  in  the  province are covered by 
the  D eanery of S łupsk , w hich belongs to the  E parchy of 
W rocław -G dansk (Fig. 1.). The m ost im portan t tem ple, a  co
cath ed ra l is  located  in  G dansk. M ost of the  G reek Catholic 
C hurch  celebrations are held in  Rom an C atholic churches. 
P arishes are located in  Barcin, Barkowo, Bytów, Człuchów, 
D ębnica K aszubska, G dansk, Lębork, M iastko, Miedzybórz, 
S łupia, S lupsk  an d  Smołdzino. The a rea  to the  eas t of the
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V istula is nom inally subord ina ted  to the  A rcheparchy of 
Przem yśl-W arsaw , to w hich two p a rish es  belong: in  Dzierzgoń 
an d  Żelichowo (Deanery of Elblag). The cen su s  of 2002 
recorded 2,831 people of U krain ian  nationality  living in  the 
voivodship. This n u m b er can  roughly determ ine the  n u m b er of 
followers of the  G reek Catholic C hurch  in  the  region.

Legend

Fig. 1. The s tru c tu re s  of the  G reek Catholic C hurch  (Bizantine- 
U krain ian  rite) in Pom eranian  Voivodship in  2008.
Source: developed by the  au th o r on th e  b asis  of
h ttp ://w eb m g r.ce rk iew .n e t/p ag e .p h p ?4 ; h ttp ://w w w .cerk iew .
net.p l/index .php?g low na= dekanaty  [access 11.04.2011].

213 followers in Pom erania (1.1% of all chu rch  
m em bers) h ad  the  Polish Catholic C hurch  in  Poland in 2008. 
Tem ples of the  C hurch  are located in  G dansk  an d  Gdynia. 
E stab lished  a s  a  re su lt of personal d ispu tes, Polish National 
Catholic C hurch  in  Poland, h ad  100 followers in the
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Pom erania, no tw ithstand ing  th a t  it w as n o t in  a possession  of 
a  ch u rch  build ing or a  p riest, and  w as the  only u n it of the 
C hurch . This d a ta  however, is d ispu tab le. The rem aining 
Catholic denom inations have no place of w orship in  the 
Pom eranian  Voivodship. Only the  Old Catholic C hurch  in 
Poland, still h ad  one p riest in 2005. As m any  as  10.1% of the 
followers of th is  ch u rch  are th o u g h t to have lived in the 
region in  2005 -  40 in  total. D ata specifications for 2008 no 
longer provide a n u m b er of believers. The closest Old Catholic 
ch u rch  is s itu a ted  in Dragacz, the  village n e a r G rudziądz 
(K uyavian-Pom eranian Voivodship). 65 people adm itted  to the 
M ariavite C hurch  confession. In the  Tri-City area, the 
com m unity  of the  A rm enian Catholic C hurch  is located, w ith 
one of the  two personal p a rish es  in Poland. Fr. A. Awdalian is 
the  delegated p riest for A rm enian D iaspora in  North Poland. 
Fr. C. A nnusew icz is the  direct vicar. In the  Rom an Catholic 
p a rish  C hurch  of St. Peter and  St. Paul in  G dansk  (Żabi Kruk) 
there  is a  Shrine of St. Mary the  G racious w ith the  ‘m iracu lous 
icon’ of the  A rm enian St. Mary the  G racious, moved ou t from 
Stanislaviv. The p arish  a tten d s  em inently  to the  descen d an ts  
of people displaced from E aste rn  p a rt of Lesser Poland and  
im m igran ts from Arm enia, residing m ainly in  G dansk  and  
Rum ia. The n u m b er of A rm enian D iaspora is estim ated  a t 
ab o u t 30 families.

Orthodoxy
It ap p ears  to be unab le  to determ ine the  n u m b er of 

O rthodox believers in  the  region. According to Fr. A. 
Z ielepucha there  are ab o u t 2 th o u san d , b u t som e estim ates 
indicate ab o u t 16 th o u san d 5. However, em pirical facts are no t 
in  favour of the  la tte r num ber. P arishes of the  Polish 
A utocephalous O rthodox C hurch , the  second m ost- 
rep resen ted  confession in  the  country , are located in  G dansk  
W rzeszcz (B ialystok-G dansk diocese), an d  S łu p sk  (Diocese of 
Wroclaw-Szczecin) - a round  60 believers. In 1995 in  G dansk  a 
m ilitary p a rish  of The G reat M artyr St. George the  V ictorious

5 According to an electronic mail message from Fr. A. Zielepucha, dated 1st 
December 2008.
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w as erected. In the  vicinity of Szem ud, the  Rom an Catholic 
‘B etlehem ites’ n u n s  cultivate the  E astern  liturgy6.

P rotestan tism  and trends derived from
P rotestantism

P ro tes tan t religions an d  confessions derived from 
P ro testan tism  show  the  g rea test diversity. According to 
in te rn a l ch u rch  estim ates, ab o u t 860 followers of the 
Evangelical C hurch  of the  A ugsburg Confession in  Poland live 
in  Pom eranian  Voivodship, from abou t 3 ,500 resid ing w ithin 
the  ju risd ic tion  of the  Diocese of P om erania-G reater Poland. 
The au th o r of th is  s ta tem en t would a sse ss  it for 670-710 
people. This C hurch , th a t  m ark s  the  powerful influence of its 
cu ltu ra l heritage in Pom erania, now h a s  only two parishes: in 
S lupsk , having affiliates in  Lębork, Główczyce an d  G ardna 
W ielka (the la s t  two G erm an-speaking) and  Sopot (seat of the 
diocese) w ith affiliate in  Tczew (Fig. 2.). G erm an-speaking  
hom e devotions are held in W ierzchucino (more specifically, in 
the  village of Brzyno). An affiliate of the  p a rish  of Elbląg is 
s itu a ted  in  Mikołajki Pom orskie, w here the  p a rish  hou se  w as 
blessed  in  2008. The germ an-speak ing  ’p reach ing  s ta tio n ’ in 
W ołcza W ielka (near Miastko) is the  affiliate of the  p a rish  of 
Koszalin.

A m ilitary m inistry , rep resen ted  by the  D ean of the  Navy 
an d  Land Forces C om m and C haplain, functions in  the 
voivodship. This fellowship is  m arked  by a  large sh are  of 
converts, of up  to 25%  of the  m em bers of the  com m unity. 
Significant activity of Sw edish (until 2000 the  National), 
Evangelical L u theran  C hurch  m ay also be observed. Only 38 
followers are m em bers of The Evangelical-Reform ed C hurch  in  
Poland. The congregation h ad  its  own p a rish  an d  p riest in  
G dansk  after World W ar II. Nowadays, devotions by 
appo in tm en t (approxim ately every 3-4 m onths) are held in the 
Evangelical-A ugsburg C hurch  in  Sopot. N um erously 
rep resen ted  ju s t  after World W ar II an d  reviled by the  Polish 
party -s ta te  au th o ritie s  the  United M ethodist C hurch  h ad  109 
followers in  2008, a  one p riest (in 2005 two) an d  two tem ples - 
in  G dansk  an d  S łupsk.

6 See more: G. Pac, 2006, Prawosławny katolik [in:] Tygodnik Powszechny, Internet 
Edition (tygodnik2003-2007.onet.pl/1546,1306842,1,dzial.html)
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Fig. 2. The s tru c tu re s  of the  Evangelical C hurch  of the  
A ugsburg Confession in  Poland in Pom eranian  Voivodship in 
2008.
Source: b ased  on M. Ż erańska, M. Ż erański, 2004, Kościół
Ewangelicko-Augsburski w  Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej w  2004  roku. 
Mapa, ska la  1: 1 450  000, C en trum  Misji i Ewangelizacji Kościoła 
Ew angelicko-Augsburskiego w  Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej, Dzięgielów.

The evangelical ch u rch es  are rep resen ted  by The B ap tist 
Union of Poland - 428 ad h eren ts  (8.9% of to ta l n u m b er in 
Poland), w ith 6 p a rish es  - congregations (2 in  G dansk , 1 in 
Gdynia, M albork, Sopot an d  Chojnice) an d  2 affiliate cen ters 
(Tczew Wejherowo) and  The Seventh-day  A dventist C hurch  - 
466 ad h eren ts  (4.8% of total), w ith 4 churches: Chojnice, 
G dansk  Wrzeszcz, Gdynia, S lu p sk  and  groups in  Pruszcz 
G dański, U stka  and  Kartuzy. It also ru n s  a  lounge 
environm ent "Service to a  Child” in  G dansk. O riginating from 
the  Adventist C hurch  the  C hristian  C hurch  of a S a tu rd ay  h a s  
a one congregation in  Sopot, consisting  of 6 followers in 2008.
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Fig. 3. Congregations of the  Pentecostal C hurch  of Poland in 
Pom eranian  Voivodship in  2008.
Source: h ttp : / /k z .p l/z b o ry /  [access: 11.04.2011]

The C hurch  of God in C hrist b o asts  79 followers. In 
fact, it is a  Pentecostal fellowship, w hich opera tes a  C hristian  
C enter called "Rivers of Living W ater" along w ith a  cafeteria 
an d  bookshop in  S łupsk , a s  well as  a  ch u rch  u n it in M albork, 
36 of the  faithful have two congregations of Evangelical Faith  
C hristian  C hurch  (in Gdynia), an d  60 - com m unity  of 
C hurches of C hrist. 2 ,167 followers (10.1% of to ta l n u m b er of 
ad h eren ts  in  coun try  to ta l region 's population), 32 clerics, 9 
ch u rch es  an d  19 p a rish es  (Broczyna, M iastko Bytów, 
Chojnice, Człuchów, two ch u rch es  in  G dansk  an d  Gdynia, 
Kościerzyna, Kwidzyn, Lębork, M albork, Nowy Dwór G dański, 
Pruszcz G dański, S łupsk , Tczew, U stka, Wejherowo) h a s  the  
Pentecostal C hurch  of Poland (Fig. 3.). In Broczyna ru n s  
Pentecostal C hristian  Social M ission "Teen Chalange" 
(reclam ation center).
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The Pentecostal C hristian  Fellowship is an o th er 
represen tative of the  Pentecostal m ovem ents. M eetings of th is  
com m unity  m eets th ree  t im es a  week in  G dansk  Brzeźno. 
B ap tis t’s  Evangelical B rotherhood C hurch  h ad  140 followers. 
It w as characterized  by a p rom inen t spatia l concen tra tions 
(borderland of Pom eranian, W est Pom eranian  an d  Kuyavian- 
Pom eranian  voivodships only).

P ro testan t Scrip ture  sch o la rs’ m ovem ents, so-called 
Bible S tu d en ts , derived from the  Seventh-day Adventist 
doctrine of "pastor" Ch. T. R ussell in  the  region are 
rep resen ted  by the  Bible S tu d en ts  A ssociation in Poland: 27 
ad h eren ts  (9.7% of total) w ith one congregation, 20 m em bers 
of the  Free Bible S tu d en ts  A ssociation (0.01%) w ith one 
congregation an d  th ree  ‘sen io rs’, 24 m em bers of the  Laym en’s 
Home M issionary M ovement w ith congregations in  G dansk  
an d  Przezm ark. In Pom eranian  Voivodship there  are 120 
congregations (6.65% of the  to ta l n u m b e r in  Poland) of 
"Watchtower" - Bible and  T ract Society, Registered Association 
of Jeh o v ah 's  W itnesses Confession in  Poland7.

There w as no pub lished  d a ta  of the  n u m b er of 
p reach ers  in relation  to the  province. The a u th o r of th is  
publication  estim ates th is  n u m b er for 8 ,400 -  9 ,000 persons 
(0.4% of Pom eranian  population). One shou ld  no t overlook the 
fact th a t  th is  is the  confession th a t  h a s  the  m ain  s tren g th  of 
the  legacy of the  Reform ation to the  p re sen t an d  the  second 
m ostly rep resen ted  confession in the  region. The m ajor activity 
cen te rs  in relation  to the  n u m b er of in h a b ita n ts  are located in 
G dansk  an d  Chojnice, a lthough  the  oldest cen ter of its 
activities in Pom erania u sed  to be Gdynia. Several h u n d red  
res id en ts  of S lu p sk  an d  W ejherowo are also m em bers of 
Jeh o v a 's  W itnesses confession. In M albork is s itu a ted  one of

7 Although Jehovah's Witnesses disassociate themselves from Protestantism and it’s 
legacy, as well as the authors of religious statistics, since 2000 had ceased to assign 
a qualifier, attributed to the Protestant movement for this religious association, in 
contrast to other strands of Bible Students, originating with the doctrine of Ch. T. 
Russel, the author of this publication following J. W. Kowalski, who indicates the 
genetic-doctrinal connections of restorationism movements with Protestantism, 
account Jehovah’s Witnesses to this category within the Christian religious 
community. (See: J.W. Kowalski, 1988, Protestantyzm [in:] J. Keller (red.), Zarys 
Dziejów Religii, Iskry, Warszawa, p. 745).
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the  seven assem bly  hall in Poland (arch itectu ral complex, w ith 
1,100 sea ts  hall).

Among o ther an titrin ita rian  faiths, in Pom erania a 
p resence of the  Unity of Polish B reth ren  is noted  - 18 believers 
in  2002 (8.1% of all believers in the  country), who are affiliated 
to one fellowship (no cu rren t d a ta  available) an d  the  U nitarian  
C hurch  -  one congregation.

Due to having its  head  office in  Gdynia, to ra n k  of the  
m ost im portan t ch u rch es  in  the  province shou ld  be regarded 
proselytizing New Apostolic C hurch , having 761 followers in 
Pom erania (15.6% of to ta l n u m b er of believers), a s  well as  two 
tem ples an d  four chu rches. New Apostolic C hurch  is one of the 
oldest ch u rch es  enjoying s ta te  recognition of the  a ttr ib u te s  on 
Polish territory. The C hurch  of C hrist, w hich is of a  uniquely  
regional n a tu re  th a t h a s  the  Polish h ead  office in  Sopot. There 
were ab o u t 1400 believers in  the  region (57.7% of the  to tal 
n u m b e r of the  believers in the  country; d a ta  for 2006), 
concen tra ted  in  th ree  chu rch es , served by 10 p rie s ts  (in a 
tem ple in  Sopot).

The C hurch  of Free C hris tians in Poland (58 followers), 
re la ting  to the  P lym outh b re th ren , a lthough  in  Poland having 
R om an Catholic roots, h a s  a ch u rch  in G dansk  an d  an  affiliate 
in  S łupsk . W ith the  P ro testan t ch u rch es  th renody  in 
Pom eranian  Voivodship also opera tes the  M ission of Grace 
C hurch , located in  G dansk  Wrzeszcz, Evangelical Reformed 
C hurch  in  G dansk  (which belongs to an  inform al 
Confederation of Evangelical-Reform ed C hurches), led by well- 
know n in  the  conservative-liberal environm ent p asto r P. 
B artosik, Pentecostal C hurch  in Poland - 17 m em bers (former 
m em bers of the  Congregation “Jo rd a n ” in  Gdynia), The Local 
C hurch  in  Kwidzyn (15 m em bers) an d  The C hristian  C hurch  
"Word of Faith" w ith the  cen tral office in  Gdynia (approx. 120 
m em bers). In 2005 in  Pom erania lived two m em bers of the  
C om m unity of the  A ssem blies of God Seventh-day  C hristians. 
The C hristian  C enter "New Wave" located in  Gdynia in  Mirecki 
S tree t consis ts  of 80 m em bers.

Other C hristian m ovem en ts
According to official s ta tistic s , 250 people in  Pom erania 

are the  followers of The C hristian  C hurch  of the  the  Good 
News Preachers. The origins of th is  ch u rch  are quite
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controversial. It is believed th a t  it is one of the  churches, 
w hich w as the  re su lt of legal preference for religious 
organizations, w hose activities were connected  w ith 
endow m ent system  or foreign trade , while the  doctrine w as 
b ased  on the  doctrine of Bible S tu d en ts . It never ra n  a  pasto ral 
activity, and  its  v en tu res  were a cover for the  operations of the 
“Pruszków ” m afia8. As for the  borderline C hristian  
denom inations, The C hurch  of J e s u s  C hrist of Latter-day 
S a in ts  is an  exam ple. In 2008, there  were 51 M orm ons in the 
province, who u sed  to m eet in  a  conference room  of Hotel 
"Hevelius” in G dansk, even though  they  are registered in 
Sopot. The region w as inhab ited  by 12 m em bers of The 
Anglican C hurch  in  Poland (data for 2002). They enjoyed the 
pasto ra l m in istry  of the  Evangelical C hurch  of the  A ugsburg 
Confession, because  of the  lack  of C hurch  s tru c tu re s  in  the 
region.

A large n u m b er of com m unities, originating w ith the 
Pentecostal C harism atic  cu rren ts , w hich are n o t officially 
registered, a s  well as  do n o t belong to any  ch u rch es  is 
observed in  the  region. The ‘B ran h am ites’ (com m unity-based 
on the  M arrion B ranham  revelations) is an  exam ple of su ch  
m ovem ents. Its full n u m b er a s  well as  the  n u m b e r of people, 
connected w ith is difficult to e s tim ate.

Other relig ion s -  Islam
One of the  th ree  m osques in  contem porary  Poland is 

located in  G dansk  - the  only one in  the  coun try  bu ilt after 
World W ar II. C ustody over the  tem ple is exercised by the 
M uslim  Religious Union in Poland, to w hich officially belong 10 
ad h eren ts , b u t the  com m unity  is su ch  bigger (more th a n  100 
followers). The Union also superv ises teach ing  of the  religious 
s tud ies. 5 p e rsons in  Pom erania are m em bers of the 
A ssociation of Islam ic Unity. The Islam ic A ssem bly of Ahl-ul- 
Bayt oversees the  S h ia  m inority  in the  region. In an  a ttem p t to 
m eet the  needs of the  ever-growing M uslim com m unity  in

8 See also: W. Czuchnowski, 2004, Kościół Głosicieli, Wyznawcy „Pruszkowa”, 
Gazeta Wyborcza,
24th May 2004, p. 5;
http://wiadomosci.wpr24.pl/nowe_samochody_dla_falszywego_biskupa; 
http://polska lokalna.pl/news/kosciol-gangsterow,533872.
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Poland, the  M uslim League in  Poland w as estab lished  in  2004. 
G dansk  b ran ch  is u n d e r construction .

Judaism
Until 1999, in G dansk  there  w as one of the  m ost 

im p o rtan t Jew ish  com m unity  in  Poland, belonging to the 
Union of Jew ish  C ongregations in  Poland (ZGWŻ). As a  resu lt 
of the  conflict betw een Union an d  the  p residen t of religious 
C om m unity in  G dansk , Jew ish  Independen t Congregation in 
G dansk  w as form ed, w hich consisted  of 190 m em bers in  2004, 
an d  h a s  an  affiliate in  S lupsk. As of 2008, there  were 200 
m em bers. In G dansk, there  is now an  affiliate of ZGWŻ, 
m anaging  the  New Synagogue in Wrzeszcz.

Buddhism  and orien ta l relig ions
Almost all orien tal religious denom inations have 

ad h eren ts , an d  th e ir cen ters  located in  Pom eranian  Voivodship 
- Kwan Um School of Zen in  Poland (20 m em bers), K annon 
Zen B uddh ist Com m unity (31 m em bers), the  B uddh ist 
A ssociation K andzeon S angha (12 m em bers), the  In ternational 
Society for K rishna C onsciousness, w ith Temple in Gdynia, 
w here five m onks live, the  Karm a K am tsang B uddh ist 
A ssociation in Poland w ith cen te r in  G dansk  (90 m em bers), the 
B uddh ist M ission "Three Refuges" in  Poland (30 m em bers), the 
Science of Identity Foundation  “C haitanya M ission” (132 
m em bers), B rahm a K um aris World Spiritual University, w ith 
the  second largest cen te r in  Poland, based  in G dansk  (30 
m em bers), A paja Yoga A ssociation (1 m em ber), an d  very 
expansive in te rm s of n u m b er of a ttend ing  people the  Karm a 
Kagyu B uddh ist A ssociation, s itu a ted  in  Pom orska S tree t in 
G dansk.

Follow ers o f  relig ions not affiliated to  leading
d en om in ation s
In 2008 25 people of the  Pom eranian  population  

declared them selves as  K araites, who are called "the sm allest 
m inority"9, in te rm s of bo th  -  n a tiona l an d  a  religious m inority. 
In Pom eranian  Voivodship live 21,7%  of the  to ta l n u m b er of 
K araites in  Poland. Among o ther religious associations,

9 http://archiwum.rp.pl/artykul/627810_Karaimi_najmniejsza_mniejszosc.html
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independen t from any leading denom inations, a  m ovem ent 
associated  w ith the  “New Age”, called W estern Sufi O rder (the 
head  office u sed  to be in  Sopot in  the  past) h ad  85 m em bers. 
135 followers (of 225 in  Poland) h ad  a  neo-pagan  Native Faith. 
Sopot is the  Polish h ead q u a rte r of the  Unification C hurch  
(Moon). The Local S p iritual A ssem bly of the  B aha^ Faith  w as 
estab lished  in  G dansk  in  1991. There are no con tac t details of 
the  local s tru c tu re  on the  official website of th is  religious 
association. However, the  R eport of the  N ational Assembly 
elections in  April 2009 recognized the  presence of som e Bahai 
followers in  G dansk10.

C onclusion
W ith 163 registered religious com m unities in  Poland in 

2008, the  au th o r found 59 of them  being active in the 
Pom eranian  Voivodship, of w hich 29 derive th e ir origins in 
different c u rren ts  of the  Reform ation, while som e of the 
com m unities are local in  n a tu re . 7 of registered religious 
organizations have th e ir head  offices in  the  province. At least 
22 .5  th o u san d  people (1.01% of region’s population) adm it to 
non-R om an Catholic denom inations, of w hich two th ird s  are 
followers of reform ist c u rren ts  (Fig. 4.)

It is difficult to re s is t the  conclusion, th a t  in  relation to 
the  n u m b er of the  region's population , a  little 
overrepresentation  of P ro testan ts , second an d  th ird  wave of 
the  Reform ation, Jew s, M uslim s, K araites, and, in  the  w estern  
p a rt of adm inistra tive  u n it  - the  Byzantine-Rite Catholics can 
be stated .

10 http://www.bahai.org.pl/?p=2664, see also: B. Zając, 1998, Wiara Baha^ w 
Polsce [in:] Nierzymskokatolickie kościoły i grupy wyznaniowe w Gdańsku w latach 
1945-1995 oraz ich wkład w rozwój regionu gdańskiego, UM Gdańsk, BWSH, 
Gdańsk-Koszalin p. 52-63.
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Bud dh ists  O the rs

Fig. 4. Religious diversity of the  Pom eranian  Voivodship 
Population.
Source: developed by th e  au thor.

Definitely below average are s itu a ted  com m unities 
w hich are rep resen ted  in  n u m b ers  on a n a tio n a l scale b u t of a 
highly regional n a tu re  in  Poland (L u therans, O rthodox, Polish 
Catholics). M ost of the  tem ples of w orship are located in m ajor 
cities: G dansk  (in p a rticu la r in  d is tric t of Wrzeszcz), S łupsk, 
Sopot, Gdynia, Wejherowo an d  Chojnice. E aste rn  C hurches 
have gathered  m ost of th e ir followers in  the  territo ries 
incorporated  to Poland after World W ar II, while Jeh o v ah 's  
W itnesses are characterized  by the  g rea tes t uniform ity of the 
spatia l d istribu tion , except R om an Catholics.

REFERENCES

Beckford J . ,  2003, Social Theory and  Religion, Cam bridge University 
Press, Cam bridge.

Czuchnow ski W., 2004, Kościół Głosicieli, W yznaw cy „Pruszkow a”, 
G azeta W yborcza, 2 4 th  May 2004, p. 5.

70



Dębowski T., 2007, Struktura i geografia w ybranych  w yzn a ń  
protestanckich w e  w spó łczesnej Polsce [in:] J . W innicki, T. Dębowski 
(red.), N ierzym skokatolickie kościoły chrześcijańskie we współczesnej 
Polsce, Wyd. Adam  M arszałek, Toruń, p. 12-42.

Froehlich W., 2007, Słupscy  ew angelicy X X I w ieku  [in:] J . Wild (red.), 
Ewangelicy..., Parafia  Ew angelicko-A ugsburska św. Krzyża w  
S łupsku , S łupsk, p. 133-149.

H ałas E., 2007, Konwersja. P erspektyw a socjologiczna, Scholar, 
W arszawa.

Kowalski J . W., 1988, P rotestantyzm  [w:] J . Keller (red.), Zarys 
Dziejów Religii, Iskry, W arszawa, p. 715-749.

K w aśniak W., 1996, Ew angelicy w  Sopocie, Rocznik Sopocki,
Towarzystwo Przyjaciół Sopotu, t. XI, p. 66-75.

Pałubicki W., Cyrzan H. (red.), 1998, Nierzym skokatolickie kościoły i 
grupy w yznan iow e w  G dańsku  w  latach 1945-1995 oraz ich w k ła d  w  
rozwój regionu gdańskiego, UM G dańsk, BWSH, G dańsk-K oszalin,

Pawłowicz Z., 1992, Kościół i s e k ty  w  Polsce, S tella M aris, G dańsk.

Powierzchnia i ludność w  przekroju terytorialnym  w  2008  r., 2008, 
GUS, W arszawa.

Rykiel Z., 2006, P odstaw y geografii politycznej, PWE, W arszawa.

W yznania Religijne, S tow arzyszen ia  Narodowościowe i E tniczne w  
Polsce 1997-1999, 2000, GUS, W arszawa.

W yznania Religijne, S tow arzyszen ia  Narodowościowe i E tniczne w  
Polsce 2000-2002, 2003, GUS, W arszawa.

W yznania Religijne, S tow arzyszen ia  Narodowościowe i E tniczne w  
Polsce 2003-2005, 2007, GUS, W arszawa.

W yznania Religijne, S tow arzyszen ia  Narodowościowe i E tniczne w  
Polsce 2006-2008, 2010, GUS, W arszawa.

Zając B., 1998, W iara B aha^ w  Polsce [in:] Nierzym skokatolickie  
kościoły i grupy w yznan iow e w  G dańsku  w  latach 1945-1995 oraz ich 
w k ła d  w  rozwój regionu gdańskiego, UM G dańsk, BWSH, G dańsk- 
Koszalin p. 52-63.

Ż erań sk a  M., Ż erański M., 2004, Kościół Ewangelicko-Augsburski w  
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej w  2004 roku. Mapa, ska la  1: 1 450  000, 
C en trum  Misji i Ewangelizacji Kościoła Ew angelicko-Augsburskiego 
w  Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej, Dzięgielów.

71



Websites

h ttp ://a rc h iw u m .rp .p l
h ttp ://tygod n ik 2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 7 .o n e t.p l
h ttp : / / w w w .bahai.org.pl
http : / / w w w.baptysci.com
http : / / www.ccnz.pl
http : / / www.cerkiew.net
http : / / www.cerkiew.pl
http : / / w w w.chojnice24.pl
http : / / www.diecezja.gda.pl
http : / / w w w .dostlar.karaim i.org
http : / / www.dziedzictwo.ekai.pl
h ttp : / / www.epifania.pl
http : / / w w w .gdansk.baptysci.pl
h ttp : / / w w w .gdansk.reform acja.pl
http : / / www.gp24.pl
h ttp ://w w w .islam .in fo .p l/liga-m uzu lm anska
h ttp ://w w w .kara im i.o rg
http : / / www.kz.pl
http : / / w w w .kzgdansk.pl
http : / / www.kzlebork.pl
http : / / w w w .kzustka.pl
http : / / w w w .luteranie.pl
h ttp ://w w w .lu te ran ie .cb a .p l
http : / / w w w .m arienburg.pl
http : / / w w w .m etodyscipom orze.w ordpress.com
http : / / ww w .nak.pl
http : //p o lsk a lo k a ln a .p l
h ttp ://w w w .slupsk .adw en t.p l
http : / / ww w.w atchtow er.org
http : //w iadom osci.w pr24 .p l
http : / / www.zbawienie.pl
http : / / w w w.zaufanie.pl

72

http://archiwum.rp.pl
http://tygodnik2003-2007.onet.pl
http://www.bahai.org.pl
http://www.baptysci.com
http://www.ccnz.pl
http://www.cerkiew.net
http://www.cerkiew.pl
http://www.chojnice24.pl
http://www.diecezja.gda.pl
http://www.dostlar.karaimi.org
http://www.dziedzictwo.ekai.pl
http://www.epifania.pl
http://www.gdansk.baptysci.pl
http://www.gdansk.reformacja.pl
http://www.gp24.pl
http://www.islam.info.pl/liga-muzulmanska
http://www.karaimi.org
http://www.kz.pl
http://www.kzgdansk.pl
http://www.kzlebork.pl
http://www.kzustka.pl
http://www.luteranie.pl
http://www.luteranie.cba.pl
http://www.marienburg.pl
http://www.metodyscipomorze.wordpress.com
http://www.nak.pl
http://www.slupsk.adwent.pl
http://www.watchtower.org
http://www.zbawienie.pl
http://www.zaufanie.pl

