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Sum m ary: T he a rtic le  p re s e n ts  th e  n ew est c h a ra c te r is t ic s  on 
Polish ro a d  tra n s p o r ta tio n  sy stem . It th o ro u g h ly  d e sc rib e s  th e  
cond ition  a n d  s t ru c tu re  of p o lish  tra n s p o r ta tio n  co m p an ie s  a n d  th e ir  
fleet. W h at is  m ore , it  a lso  gives an  in s ig h t in to  th e  q u a lita tiv e  side  of 
th is  m a rk e t sec to r.

K ey w ords: s y stem , Polish ro a d s , tra n s p o r t,  m a rk e t

Introduction - Polish road transport characteristics
Polish road  tran sp o rta tio n  system  h a s  recently  been 

referred to as  Tigers or Kings o f  Europe w ith  its  leading 
position being em phasized am ong o ther E uropean  countries. 
Therefore, it  is  ab o u t tim e the  tru e  condition of the  system  w as 
revealed. The following p resen ta tio n  thoroughly  illu s tra te s  the 
ac tu a l s ta te  of Polish road  tran sp o rta tio n  system  in  2012. 
Once the  lecture of th is  article is finished, each  reader can 
come to h is  own conclusions regarding road  tra n sp o rt in  
Poland an d  decide w hether m o narch ist te rm s of any k ind  are 
appropria te  for th is  system  description.
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The number o f com panies and vehicles used in road 
transport o f goods

According to surveys, tran sp o rta tio n  of cargo by m eans 
of road  tra n sp o rt in 2011 cam e u p  to the  to ta l of nearly  
1322.24 m illion to n s  w hich is 1.53 tim es m ore in  relation  to 
the  volum e of traffic in  2005. The overall volum e of freight 
m ainly consists  of dom estic services and  th e ir sh are  in the 
aforem entioned y ears  am ounted  to approxim ately 94%  and  
89%. The drop in  the  sh are  of na tional tra n sp o rt is m ainly 
caused  by the  significant grow th of in te rna tiona l traffic, 
especially since Polish EU accession, w hich resu lted  in a  v ast 
grow th from ab o u t 6% in  2005 to a lm ost 11% in  2011.

In 2005, the  share  of Polish road  freight tra n sp o rt in  the 
to ta l n u m b e r of overall volum e carried  o u t by the  EU 
m em bers, th a t  is 15 803 million tons, accounted  for alm ost 5% 
(863.4 million tons) an d  in  2010 th is  n u m b er increased  to 
8.18%  (1216 million tons) of the  to ta l 14 861 million tons 
w hich gave it the  6 th  place am ong all EU coun tries, for th is  
type of operation.

The increase in the  volum e of road  freight tra n sp o rt w as 
m ade possible due to the  system atic  increase in the  n u m b er of 
com panies and  vehicles, especially since 2004 (Table 1).

Y ears C o m p a n ies  
(in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  
a tra n sp o rt se r v ic e  

lic e n se )

V e h ic le s  
(lega lly  a u th o rised )

T he  
average  
num ber  

o f  
v e h ic le s  

in  th e  
co m p a n y

S ta te
D ecem b er

3 1 s t
N um ber

R e la tio n  to  
th e  

p rev io u s  
y ear  %

N um ber
R e la tio n  to  

th e  
p rev io u s  
year  %

1996 4 5 3 7 X 19997 X 4,41
1997 5819 2 8 ,26 2 1 4 7 0 7 ,37 3 ,69
1998 6 9 4 5 19,35 2 3 2 7 5 8,41 3 ,35
1999 7 4 8 0 7,7 23883 2,61 3 ,19
2000 7 7 7 4 3 ,93 2 5 7 0 5 7 ,63 3,31
2001 8 5 2 8 9 ,7 2 7 8 5 4 8 ,36 3 ,27
2002 8716 2,2 3 1 9 2 7 14,62 3 ,66
2003 9 7 5 7 11,94 41119 28 ,79 4 ,21

1 .0 5 .2 0 0 4 8 9 8 0 -7 ,96 44683 8 ,67 4 ,98
2 0 0 4 11835 3 1 ,79 59706 33 ,62 5 ,04
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2005 13534 14,36 72576 21 ,56 5,36
2006 16311 2 0 ,52 9 2 2 8 3 2 7 ,15 5,66
2007 2 0 3 0 2 a) 2 4 ,4 7 112174 2 1 ,55 5,53
2008 2 3 0 0 6  b) 13,32 126785 13,03 5,51
2009 2 3 6 0 5  c) 2 ,60 128663 1,48 5 ,45
2010 2 4 2 3 2  d) 2 ,66 137502 6 ,8 7 5 ,67
2011 2 5 8 6 8  e) 6 ,7 5 147970 7,61 5,72

Tab. 1. The n u m b e r of com panies an d  vehic les  in  in te rn a tio n a l
road  tra n sp o rt in the  y ears  1996 -  2011 
In addition, 178 com panies did no t po ssess  any  vehiclesb 
In addition, 272 com panies did no t po ssess  any  vehiclesc 
In addition, 250 com panies did no t po ssess  any  vehiclesd 
In addition, 663 com panies did no t po ssess  any  vehiclese 
In addition, 550 com panies did n o t po ssess  any  vehicles 
Source: s ta tem en t based  on BOTM d a ta

Considering the  aforem entioned figures, it is easy to 
observe th a t despite the  econom ic slowdown, th a t  first 
appeared  in  2007, the  la s t  four y ears  in  road  tran sp o rta tio n  
sector resu lted  in  a  steady increase  of b o th  the  n u m b e r of 
com panies an d  th e ir fleet. In the  following y ears  of 2007
2009, th a t  is  during  the  global econom ic crisis, m ore th a n  3 
th o u san d  new  com panies were estab lished  a s  well a s  over 16 
th o u san d  new vehicles were bough t in  Poland.

More liberal ru les  an d  regulations, th a t  h ad  been  
im plem ented, led to an  easier access to ca rrie rs ’ profession, 
abolition of custom s du ties  across the  whole EU Com m unity, 
E uropean  an d  tran sco n tin en ta l trade  developm ent 
(globalization w ith Poland being in  the  very h e a rt of E ast and  
W est trad e  rou tes)as well a s  good econom ic situa tion  
th ro u g h o u t the  p a s t y ears  an d  easie r way of acquiring  m eans 
of tran sp o rta tio n  (credits, loans, lease  agreem ents, possibility 
to pu rch ase  vehicles in  o th e r EU coun tries a t bargain  prices) 
are all m ain  factors th a t  have enab led  a  v ast grow th of the 
n u m b e r of com panies an d  vehicles operating  in  road 
tran sp o rta tio n  services in  o u r country.

However, it is w orth  to m ention  the  fact th a t  a lthough  
som e progress on consolidation can  be expected the  supply  
side of the  in te rn a tio n a l tra n sp o rt m arke t is  still very 
fragm ented. T hroughou t the  y ears  2005-2011 sm all c a rrie rs ’ 
partic ipation  (from 1 to 10 vehicles) in  the  to ta l n u m b e r of
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com panies decreased  from 91%  to ab o u t 89%, w hereas the 
average com panies’ sh are  (11 to 50 vehicles) increased  from 
8% to a lm ost 10%, while the  biggest com panies (51 vehicles) 
recorded an  increase from 0.6%  to 1.0%.

In the ligh t of these  fac ts  an d  figures, a conclusion can 
be m ade th a t Polish carriers h ad  been  relatively well p repared  
for a  w ider expansion  of EU com m unity m arket, a s  its 
liberalization w as progressing. W hat is m ore, no t only h ad  they 
been  ready to fulfill the  existing m arke t requ irem en ts b u t also 
to live up  to the com petitors across the border. This w as all 
m ade possible th ro u g h  a whole variety of s tep s  th a t  h ad  been 
cautiously  tak en  well ah ead  of tim e su ch  as  learn in g  foreign 
languages, becom ing acquain ted  w ith  the EU law s and  
regu la tions being in force, fulfilling its  s tric t ecological 
requ irem en ts  regarding fleet an d  equipm ent, developing skills 
an d  qualifications of personnel and  la s t  b u t n o t le a s t w orking 
h a rd  on keeping existing an d  gaining new  b u s in e ss  p a rtn e rs  
operating  in  the  road  tran sp o rta tio n  sector.

Y ears License 
company  
[in thous.]

compariso 
n to  the  
previous 
year %

Copies of 
licenses  
vehicles  
[thous.]

compariso 
n to  the  
previous 
year %

Average 
number o f  
vehicles  

in a 
company

2 0 0 4 4 1 ,4 X X X X

2005 45,2 9 ,1 8 119,3 X 2 ,6 4

2006 51,2 13,27 134,1 12,41 2 ,62

2007 57,0 11,33 155,1 15,66 2 ,72

2008 6 1 ,5 7 ,89 173,3 11,73 2 ,82

2009 62 ,2 1,14 180,5 4 ,15 2 ,90

2010 61 ,2 -1 ,61 181,2 0 ,39 2 ,96

2011 6 4 ,4 5,23 196,1 8 ,22 3 ,05

Tab. 2. N um ber of licenses an d  copies of licenses in dom estic
road  tra n sp o rt in the  y ears  2004-2010
Source: D ata  from the  M inistry of T ransport, C onstruction  and  
M aritime Econom y
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The n u m b er of com panies and  vehicles in dom estic 
tra n sp o rt (Table 2) p re sen ts  its significant p redom inance over 
the  corresponding  values of in te rna tiona l tran sp o rt. It h ad  
been  th is  way b ack  in  2004 already, w hen the  n u m b er of 
com panies in dom estic tra n sp o rt am ounted  to 41 .4  th o u san d  
w hich w as m ore th a n  4 tim es h igher th a n  in in ternational 
traffic, w hereas in  2011 -  2 .5  tim es. The grow th of com panies 
in th is  period in dom estic tra n sp o rt secto r cam e u p  to the  to tal 
of abou t 20 th o u san d , while in the  in te rna tiona l sector it w as 
m ore th a n  14 th o u san d . On the  o ther h an d , the  increase in 
the  n u m b e r of vehicles w as 77 th o u san d  in 2004 and  m ore 
th a n  88 th o u san d  in  2011, w hich ind ica tes  a  bigger growth in 
the  sector of in te rna tiona l tran sp o rt. This difference is affected 
by the  grow th in the  average n u m b er of vehicles possessed  
th a t slightly increased  resu lting  in an  average of 3 vehicles per 
com pany in  2011 in  te rm s of dom estic tran sp o rta tio n  sector 
an d  5.7 vehicle per com pany in  the  in te rna tiona l m arket.

It shou ld  be no ted  th a t the  to ta l n u m b er of licenses 
given also includes carriers acting as agen ts in the  p rocess of 
goods tran sp o rta tio n  services, so called freight forw arders. 
This s ta te , however, is fully con sis ten t w ith the  provisions 
s tipu la ted  in  the  Road T ran sp o rt Act (Article 4, Parag raph  3b -  
Jo u rn a l of Laws of 2005, No. 180, item . 1497), th u s  m aking  it 
difficult to separa te  carriers w ithout vehicles (referred to as 
pure  agents) from licensed  carrie rs  actively partic ipa ting  in 
the  ac tua l tran sp o rta tio n  of goods. In addition, som e firm s 
perform  bo th  types of activities m entioned  a t the  sam e time. 
In ternational road  tra n sp o rt licenses (referred to as com m unal) 
also entitle its bearers  to operate in the  n a tio n a l tra n sp o rt (in 
accordance w ith the  Article 12, Paragraph  2a  of the 
aforem entioned Act). This m ean s th a t the  ac tu a l n u m b er of 
com panies providing dom estic services only (often exceeding 
the  borders of Poland) becom es very difficult to determ ine.

Com panies and vehicles according to voivodship
The table below show s an  in teresting  charac te ris tics  of Polish 
road  tran sp o rta tio n , p resen ting  a com bination of freight 
tra n sp o rt com panies operating in in te rna tiona l traffic along 
w ith the  n u m b er of vehicles they  possess  and  th e ir exact 
location.
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Table 3 w as p repared  according to the  s ta te  as  of J u n e  2012.

V oivod sh ip
Comp

any
Num
ber

Vehic
les

share
%

Ra
nk

Num
ber

Share
%

Ra
nk %

Poland 25473 100,0 X 146118 % X 5,7
Lower S ilesian 1502 5,90 7 8524 5,83 6 5,7
K uyavian- P om . 1014 3,98 12 5784 3,96 12 5,7

Lublin 1602 6,29 6 7753 5,31 7 4,8
L ubusz 1140 4,48 10 7104 4,86 9 6,2

Łódź 1713 6,72 5 8931 6,11 5 5,2
Little Poland 1899 7,45 4 10398 7,12 4 5,5

M asovian 4771 18,73 1 29311 20,06 1 6,1
Opole 545 2,14 16 3661 2,51 15 6,7

C arp a th ia n 1119 4,39 11 6040 4,13 11 5,4
P odlask ie 893 3,51 13 4361 2,98 13 4,9

P o m eran ia 1375 5,40 8 7550 5,17 8 5,5
S ilesia 2557 10,04 3 15185 10,39 3 5,9

Ś w iętokrzyskie 665 2,61 14 3982 2,73 14 6,0
W arm ian -M as. 642 2,52 15 2874 1,97 16 4,5
G rea te r Po land 2753 10,81 2 17674 12,10 2 6,4

W est Pom er. 1283 5,04 9 6986 4,78 10 5,4
Tab. 3. C om panies an d  vehicles in in te rna tiona l 
according to territo ria l division (by voivodships) - 
Source: own s tudy  based  on BOTM database.

road  tran sp o rt 
- J u n e  2012.

The n u m b e rs  p resen ted  in  the above table are 
accom panied by the  percentage of voivodeship sh are  in  the 
to tal n u m b e r of com panies an d  vehicles in  the  country. The 
regions have been  listed  according to th e ir ra n k  position, w ith 
the  average n u m b er of vehicles per com pany in  the  region. The 
n u m b e r of com panies an d  vehicles in  accordance w ith the ir 
ra n k  position are show n in F igures 1 an d  2.
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Warmińsko-mazurskie |
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Fig. 1. N um ber of in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt com panies according 
to voivodship a s  of J u n e  2012.
Source: Table 3.

The figures above show  th a t voivodships su ch  as: 
M asovia (Mazowieckie), G reater Poland (Wielkopolskie), Silesia 
(Śląskie) an d  Lesser Poland (D olnośląskie)that take the  lead in  
the  ra n k  for biggest n u m b e r of com panies can  be also found 
on sim ilar p laces in vehicles n u m b er rank . The sm allest 
n u m b er of com panies are located in  regions su ch  as: Opole, 
W arm ia an d  M azury an d  Świętokrzyskie, while on the  o ther 
h an d  the  fewest vehicles are to be found in W arm ia and 
M azury, Opole an d  Świętokrzyskie.

Among all the  16 provinces M asovian is an  
u nquestionab le  leader. Its sh are  in  the  to ta l n u m b er of 
com panies am o u n ts  to a lm ost 19% an d  the  n u m b er of vehicles 
- m ore th a n  20%. M eanwhile, the  sh a res  of su ch  provinces as 
Opole, W arm ia and  M azury and  Świętokrzyskie, vary from 
2.1%  to 2.6%  w ith regards to the  com panies an d  from abou t 
2.0%  to 2.7%  for vehicles.
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Fig. 2. The n u m b er of vehicles in in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt 
according to voivodeship a s  of J u n e  2012 
Source: Table 3

This very sim ilar spatia l d is tribu tion  of the  n u m b e r of 
com panies and  vehicles re su lts  from sm all fluc tua tions in the 
average n u m b er of vehicles per com pany in each  of the  regions 
in  re la tion  to the  n a tiona l average - 5.7. The analysis of the 
spatia l d is tribu tion  of com panies and  vehicles on dom estic 
m arke t of road  tra n sp o rt carried  ou t in the  sam e period, 
proved th a t the  voivodeship ra n k  in th is  case is very sim ilar to 
the  one p resen ting  in te rna tiona l traffic. Regions w ith the 
h ighest n u m b er of bo th  b u s in esses  an d  vehicles are: Masovia, 
Silesia, an d  G reater Poland. The sm allest n u m b er of 
com panies and  vehicles can  be found in regions su ch  as 
Opole, Lubusz and  Podlaskie. M asovia is the  region w ith the 
la rgest sh are  in the  n u m b er of com panies and  vehicles, 
am ounting  to alm ost 17% of the  total.

The diversity of regions in te rm s of th e ir en te rp rises  and  
vehicles quan tity , bo th  in in te rna tiona l an d  dom estic 
tran sp o rt, are determ ined  by m any  factors, su ch  as area  of
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regions, th e ir population , econom ic situa tion , degree of 
u rban ization , existing in fras tru c tu re  or environm ental fees and  
m ean s  of tran sp o rt.

Traffic volum e in road transportation system
The increase  in  the n u m b e r of tran sp o rta tio n  com panies 

an d  th e ir vehicles affects the  level an d  quality  of all carriages 
perform ed by the carriers in  te rm s of the n u m b e r of to n s  (the 
exact d a ta  have been  p resen ted  in  the  Table 4, in the form of a  
detailed division in to  2 types of groups, th a t  is  in ternational 
an d  dom estic tra n sp o rt in  the  y ears  2005-2011). The 
p resen ted  values are based  on the resea rch  of C entral 
S ta tistica l Office of Poland (GUS).

In the  period of conducted  resea rch  the  overall volume 
of traffic h a s  increased  by 1.5 t im es. In 2005, in te rna tiona l 
services being one of the  volum e’s com ponents, h ad  its  sh are  
a t a  low level of approxim ately 6%, w hich h ad  la te r increased  
to nearly  11% in 2011. On the  o ther han d , the  significance of 
dom estic tra n sp o rt a t  the  very sam e tim e w as m u ch  m ore 
h igher an d  ranged  from ab o u t 94%  to 89%.

The ra te  of grow th of in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt w as 
p articu larly  high, th a t is a lm ost 2.8. U ndoubtedly, the 
s ta tis tic s  show  the  growing n u m b e r of com panies in th is  very 
group, proving them  to ac t a s  some k ind  of dem and  stim u la to r 
for in te rna tiona l tran sp o rta tio n  services an d  also reveals its  
po ten tia l for developm ent.

The analysis  of overall cargo tran sp o rted  em phasizes 
the role of com m ercial cargo, w hose share, according to data  
given, flu c tu a ted  from  92%  to ab o u t 94%  in  in te rna tiona l 
tran sp o rt, and  from 62%  to 59%  in dom estic tran sp o rt. This 
ratio  is  a t  a reasonable level a s  it would n o t be acceptable if 
the  sh are  of ow n-account tra n sp o rt operations in  in te rna tiona l 
tra n sp o rt volum e accoun ted  for m ore th a n  a few percen t of 
share  only.

W hen it com es to com m ercial cargo an d  its  sh are  in 
dom estic tran sp o rta tio n  services it cam e up  to approxim ately 
60%  in  2011, ind icating  a  relatively large sh are  of the 
econom ic tran sp o rt. This phenom enon  m ay be disturb ing , 
especially if we realize th a t, according to the s ta tis tic s  given, 
ab o u t 40%  of th is  type of traffic does n o t generate  direct 
revenues for com panies.
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A different ra tio  of sh a re s  can  be observed w ith regards 
to the  volum e of tra n sp o rt services perform ed by the  two 
groups (that is in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt and  dom estic 
transport)w here  in  2005 the  two of them  p resen ted  the  values 
of 46%  an d  54%, while in 2011, a  grow th could be observed, 
w ith the  values a t the  level of 57%  and  43%. This is due to the 
significant difference in the  average tran sp o rta tio n  d istance 
betw een dom estic and  in te rna tiona l tran sp o rta tio n , th a t  is 
832km  in  2011 an d  76 km  in  2005 respectively.

The sh a res  of the  in te rna tiona l com m ercial 
tran sp o rta tio n  are defined by a special u n it  of goods tran sp o rt 
m easu re  called the  ton-kilom eter. The u n it he lps to estim ate 
the  values of sh a re s  in relation  to the  n u m b e r of tons 
transpo rted . Therefore, in dom estic tra n sp o rt the  sh a res  of 
com m ercial cargo ranged  from 70%  to a  m axim um  of 73%  and  
they  were h igher th a n  the  corresponding sh a res  in 
tran sp o rta tio n  services. This m ean s a  drop in  ow n-account 
tran sp o rta tio n  services in the  overall tra n sp o rt volum e, as the 
average tran sp o rta tio n  d istance  by th is  m ean  of tra n sp o rt in 
2011 am oun ted  to 52 km  an d  w as sm aller th a n  in  cargo 
tra n sp o rt w ith the  d istance  of 92km .

The volum e of traffic as well as tra n sp o rt perform ance of 
com panies employing m ore th a n  9 people are given in Table 5. 
In th is  case, it is easy to notice th a t  dom estic tran sp o rt 
rep resen ts  a relatively high sh are  in the  overall cargo tran sp o rt 
(in tons), as it oscillates betw een the  68%  to 62%. W hen it 
com es to the  tran sp o rta tio n  perform ance, the  s itu a tio n  is 
different as the  leading position is tak en  by the  in ternational 
services w ith th e ir sh a re s  oscillating a t a  level of 81%, as  of 
2010 data.

According to the  com parison p resen ted  in Tables 4 and  
5, tran sp o rta tio n  activities perform ed by com panies employing 
over 9 people were approxim ately 54%  of all services perform ed 
in  in te rna tiona l traffic in  2011, while the  corresponding values 
of dom estic tra n sp o rt were only 11%. This traffic survey 
p re sen ts  a d is tu rb ing  phenom enon, as it m eans th a t  only a 
little b it m ore th a n  h a lf of the  overall in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt of 
goods w as perform ed by firm s classified as  big com panies. 
W hat is m ore, the  dom estic tra n sp o rt of goods w as perform ed 
by com panies w ith over 9 employees.
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The n u m b e r of ton-kilom eters in in ternational tra n sp o rt 
in  2011 w as recorded a t the  level of 65%  by the  ‘bigger’ 
com panies, w hereas in  dom estic m arke t the  value w as 23%, 
however, in 2005, the  n u m b ers  were respectively 64%  and  
16% as  a  re su lt of h igher average tra n sp o rt d is tances in  2011 
for ‘bigger’ com panies (that is in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt - 1015 
km  an d  168 km  -dom estic transport) com pared to the  average 
d a ta  based  on the  resea rch  conducted  on the  representative 
group (respectively 832 km  and  76 km).

The dynam ics of in te rna tiona l road  tra n sp o rt and  the 
volum e of to n s  transferred , according to conducted  research , 
w as a t the  level of 2.70 in  the  period of 2005-2011, w hereas in 
the  com panies em ploying over 9 people the  ra te  w as 2.41. 
W hat is m ore, the  grow th ra te s  for the  n u m b er of com panies in 
the  researched  y ears  am ounted  to ab o u t 2.0, while 2 .04  for the 
n u m b e r of vehicles.

T ransporta tion  activity indicators, according to 
conducted  survey were a t the  level of 2 .32, while the  very s am e 
ind ica to rs were a t a  level of 2.36 w ith regards to ‘bigger’ 
com panies w ith m ore personnel. The conclusion is th a t, the 
to ta l capacity  of the  vehicles and  th e ir d istance  travelled have 
increased , as the  n u m b er of to n s  and  ton-k ilom eters are 
h igher th a n  an  increm ent in the  n u m b e r of m ean s of tra n sp o rt 
used .

The ch arac te ris tics  of dom estic tran sp o rt, on the  o ther 
h an d , is as  follows: the  com panies n u m b er ra te  -  1,42, while 
vehicle ra te  -  1,64 in  2005 an d  2011 respectively. This m eans 
th a t  an  increase in the  am o u n t of vehicles did n o t trigger a 
d irect increase of to n s  tran sp o rted  as well a s  the  d istance 
travelled. An in teresting  con tribu tion  can  be m ade to the 
charac te ris tic s  of the  Polish road  tran sp o rta tio n  system  by 
adding an  analysis of the  n u m b e r of com panies followed by 
th e ir tra n sp o rt volum es.

By virtue of the  Freedom  of Econom ic Activity Act of 2nd 
Ju ly  2004 (Journal of Laws No. 173, item . 1807, w ith 
am endm en ts  ) the  com panies were defined in accordance w ith 
th e ir size (Art. 104-106), w here the  m ain  criteria  are the 
n u m b e r of employed and  the  an n u a l turnover.

The au th o rs , based  on direct interview s and  surveys 
(concerning e.g. the  n u m b er of em ployees and  drivers),
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p u rs u a n t to the  aforem entioned Act m ade a  suggestion th a t 
m icro com panies em ploying u p  to 10 people shou ld  be 
rep resen ted  w ith 4 vehicles, while carrie rs  w ith over 50 
em ployees should  be fitted  w ith 30 vehicles. This b rings u s  to 
a conclusion th a t Table 5 p re sen ts  tra n sp o rt services of the 
com panies having m ore th a n  4 vehicles.

B ased on d a ta  obtained  from  the BOTM, a conclusion 
can  be m ade th a t, in 2005  alm ost 66.12%  of overall firm s 
accoun ted  for in te rna tiona l com panies, th a t  according to 
definition belong to the group of m icro com panies, possessing  
no m ore th a n  4 vehicles. Therefore, in 2005 ab o u t 34%  of the 
com panies (in com parison to 66%  of m icro enterprises) are 
those th a t have m ore th a n  4 vehicles (that is, m ore th a n  9 
employees) an d  perform ed the  tran sp o rta tio n  services of 31.70 
m illion to n s  (Table 5). O ther tran sp o rta tio n  activity of 52.55 
m illion to n s  (according to a sam ple survey), or a b o u t 21 
m illion to n s  were carried  o u t by m icro com panies.

In 2011, com panies w ith u p  to 4 vehicles in 
in te rna tiona l traffic accoun ted  for a lm ost 69%  of all 
en te rp rises  an d  tran sp o rted  65.21 million to n s  (the difference 
in  to tal volum e of in te rna tiona l traffic, according to survey 
carried  ou t on a representative  group, being 141.67 million 
tons, th a t  is  reduced  by 76 .46  m illion to n s  in  en terp rises  
em ploying above 9 people). Therefore, ‘bigger’ en terp rises, th a t  
is  w ith  over 4 vehicles an d  9 em ployees accoun ted  for abou t 
31%  of to tal an d  perform ed tran sp o rta tio n  services of 76.46 
m illion tons.

U nfortunately, su ch  a system  is n o t too beneficial, 
especially th a t the  share  of in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt com panies 
(classified a s  "micro") does n o t seem  to get reduced , b u t even 
increases, however, in the sam e tim e the volum e of goods 
tran sp o rted  h a s  increased .

There are no  da ta  on the n u m b e r of com panies and  
vehicles in  the dom estic tra n sp o rt detailed enough to have 
them  grouped according to the  accepted categories. You can, 
however, w ith the help of the resea rch  conducted  an d  based  
on the  a u th o rs ’ knowledge, come to a conclusion th a t  the 
share  of m icro com panies in th is  case w as even h igher th a n  in 
in te rna tiona l tran sp o rt. The average n u m b er of vehicles in 
dom estic tra n sp o rt com panies am ounted  to 3 in  2011.
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Description Years
2005 2010 2 0 11

Transport in mln tons
Total 8 6 3 ,4 1216 ,08 1322 ,24

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,41 1,53
of w hich :
In te rn a tio n a l t ra n s p o r t 52 ,55 143,57 141,67

sh a re  in  %  of to ta l 6 ,09 11,81 10,71
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,73 2 ,70

of w hich:
com m ercia l t r a n s p o r t 4 8 ,40 134,59 133,79

sh a re  in  in te rn a tio n a l 
t r a n s p o r t  %

9 2 ,1 0 9 3 ,7 5 9 4 ,4 4

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,78 2 ,76
d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 8 1 0 ,8 5 1072,51 1180 ,57

s h a re  in  %  T otal 93 ,91 8 8 ,19 89 ,29
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,32 1,46

of w hich:
com m ercia l t r a n s p o r t 513 ,02 6 3 2 ,7 8 7 0 2 ,49

s h a re  in  d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t
%

6 3 ,2 7 5 9 ,00 59 ,50

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,23 1,37
Transportation activity in mld ton-km

Total: 111,83 202 ,3 1 2 0 7 ,6 5
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,81 1,86

of w hich :
in te rn a tio n a l t r a n s p o r t 50 ,89 120,09 117,92

sh a re  in  %  of to ta l 45 ,51 59 ,36 56,79
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,36 2 ,32

of w hich:
com m ercia l t r a n s p o r t 48 ,19 114,68 113,46

sh a re  in  in te rn a tio n a l 
t r a n s p o r t  %

9 4 ,6 9 9 5 ,5 0 96 ,22

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,38 2 ,35
d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 6 0 ,9 4 8 2 ,22 89 ,73

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l 54 ,49 4 0 ,6 4 43,21
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,35 1,47

of w hich:
com m ercia l t r a n s p o r t 44 ,56 58 ,29 6 4 ,8 0

s h a re  in  d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t
%

7 3 ,12 7 0 ,9 0 72 ,22
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d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,31 1,45
A verage tra n sp o rt d is ta n c e  in  km

T otal 130 166 157
in te rn a tio n a l t r a n s p o r t 968 836 832
d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 75 77 76

Tab. 4 T ran sp o rt of goods by road  in to tal, according to 
in te rna tiona l and  dom estic survey
Source: own calcu lations based  on "Transport - re su lts  of 
opera tions” in  2005-2011, CSO, W arsaw.

D escr ip tio n Y ears
2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0 2 0 1 1

T ran sport in  m ln  to n s
T otal 101,99 173,48 2 0 2 ,3 7

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,70 1,98
of w hich:
in te rn a tio n a l t r a n s p o r t 3 1 ,7 0 71 ,22 76 ,46

sh a re  in  %  of to ta l 3 1 ,0 8 4 1 ,0 5 37 ,78
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,25 2,41

d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 7 0 ,29 102,26 125,91
sh a re  in  %  of to ta l 6 8 ,9 2 5 8 ,95 6 2 ,22
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,45 1,79

T ra n sp o rta tio n  a c t iv ity  in  m ld  to n -k m
4 2 ,7 5 9 3 ,9 2 9 8 ,71

d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,20 2,31
of w hich:
in te rn a tio n a l t r a n s p o r t 3 2 ,82 75 ,92 77 ,59

sh a re  in  %  of T otal 7 6 ,7 7 80 ,83 78 ,60
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 2 ,31 2 ,36

d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 9 ,93 18,00 21 ,12
sh a re  in  %  of T otal 2 3 ,23 19,17 21 ,40
d y n am ics  20 0 5  r  =1,00 1,00 1,81 2 ,13

A varage tra n sp o rt d is ta n c e  in  km
Total 419 541 488

in te rn a tio n a l t r a n s p o r t 1035 1066 1015
d o m estic  t r a n s p o r t 141 176 168

Tab. 5. T ran sp o rt of goods by road  in to tal, in ternational and
dom estic com panies em ploying m ore th a n  9 people
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Source: own calcu lations based  on "T ransport - re su lts  of 
operations" in  2005-2011, CSO, W arsaw.

Polish road transport in the EU Com m unity
Polish road  tran sp o rta tio n  system  is perceived m ostly 

by its  ra n k  on the  EU m arket. Table 6 p re sen ts  tran sp o rt 
volum es in  the y ears  1995 to 2010 for Polish, five selected EU 
coun tries  an d  the aggregated d a ta  for the "old" an d  "new" EU 
m em bers. G raphical illu stra tion  is  given in  Figure 3.

According to the  s ta tem en t of selectively chosen  n u m b er 
of ton-k ilom eters perform ed in to ta l of tran sp o rta tio n  services 
(Table 6) in the  y ears  1995 to 2010, the  sh are  of th is  type of 
tra n sp o rt activity is very diverse. For exam ple, the  lowest is in 
G erm any, an d  the  h ighest in  Spain.

C ountry
Y ears

1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0
F ran ce billion tkm 178,20 2 0 4 ,0 0 2 0 5 ,3 0 182,20

d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,14 1,15 1,02
s h a re  in  %  of lan d  
transport**)

7 6 ,5 0 7 6 ,0 0 8 0 ,50 8 2 ,2 0

S p a in  billion tkm 101,60 148,70 2 3 3 ,2 0 2 1 0 ,1 0
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,46 2 ,30 2 ,07
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 9 0 ,3 0 9 2 ,8 0 9 5 ,2 0 9 5 ,8 0

G erm any billion tkm 2 3 7 ,8 0 2 8 0 ,7 0 3 1 0 ,1 0 3 1 3 ,1 0
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,18 1,30 1,32
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 6 3 ,9 0 6 6 ,1 0 6 6 ,0 0 6 4 ,8 0

G reat B rita in  billion tkm 161,50 165,60 164,50 146,70
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,03 1,02 0,91
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 9 2 ,3 0 9 0 ,0 0 8 8 ,00 8 8 ,7 5

Ita ly  billion tkm 174,40 184,70 2 1 1 ,8 0 175,70
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,06 1,21 1,01
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 88 ,20 8 9 ,0 0 9 0 ,3 0 9 0 ,4 0

P oland  billion tkm 51 ,20 7 5 ,0 0 111,80 202 ,3 1
d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 1,00 1,46 2 ,18 3 ,95
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 42 ,60 5 6 ,90 6 9 ,0 0 8 0 ,5 8

UE - 2 5  ***) billion tkm 1287 ,00 1495 ,40 1763 ,30 1745,61
d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 1,00 1,16 1,37 1,36
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 72 ,20 7 4 ,5 0 7 6 ,90 7 6 ,46

UE - 15 billion tkm 1127 ,50 1318 ,40 1476 ,10 1333 ,40
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,17 1,31 1,18
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s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 76 ,60 7 7 ,6 0 7 9 ,30 77 ,92
UE - 10  ***) billion tkm 149,00 176,97 2 8 7 ,2 0 412 ,2 1

d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 1,00 1,19 1,93 2 ,77
s h a re  in  %  of la n d  tra n s p o r t 44 ,00 5 7 ,40 6 6 ,6 0 7 2 ,0 8
Tab. 6. T ransporta tion  activity in road tra n sp o rt of cargo * in
selected EU coun tries  in  the  y ears  1995 - 2010*) According to 
a sam ple survey of 2004
**) Land tra n sp o rt includes: tra n sp o rt by rail, road  and  in land
w aterw ay tra n sp o rt
***) W ithout C yprus and  M alta
Source: own calcu lations based  on DG TREN "Energy & 
T ranspo rt in  Figures" - 2006 an d  E u ro sta t 2011

Polish tra n sp o rt recorded the  h ighest growth ra te  of 
a lm ost. 4.0. The increase in  tra n sp o rt activity of EU-25, 
however, w as caused  by the  growth of overall ratio  of ton- 
k ilom eters in  the  group of ‘new ’ UE-10 countries, a s  com pared 
to ‘the  o ld’ UE-15.

In the  "old EU" group the  sh are  of in te rna tiona l 
tra n sp o rt in  2010 h ad  decreased  com pared to 2005, except for 
Spain , w here the  sh are  h ad  increased  slightly. The h ighest 
growth ra te  w as recorded in Spain, w here in ternational 
tra n sp o rt increased  by alm ost th ree  tim es in  2010 in  relation 
to 1995.

On the  o ther h an d , the  countries of so called "new 
Union", th a t  is the  EU - 10 p resen ted  a significant sh are  of 
in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt in the  overall tra n sp o rt by road, th a t  is 
66%  of sh are  an d  3 tim es h igher grow th in  the  p a s t ten  years. 
These high values of in te rna tiona l tra n sp o rt of EU-10 
coun tries affected the  re s t of EU m em bers resu lting  in an 
increm en t of the  sam e indicator, by an  increase to 33%  in 
2010, com pared to 23%  recorded by the  EU -  15 in  2010, 
w hich show s a decrease com pared to the  previous y ears  of the  
researched  period.
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Fig. 3 T ranspo rta tion  activity in  road  tra n sp o rt of cargo*in 
selected EU coun tries  in  the  y ears  1995 -  2010

Poland, again st the  background  of p resen ted  countries, 
occupies the  leading position due to the  volum e of 
tran sp o rta tio n  activity it perform s, th a t  is 120 billion tkm  in 
2010, w hich accounted  for a lm ost. 21%  of overall tran sp o rt 
across the  EU and  the  dynam ics estab lished  in 2000, whose 
ra te s  were a t a  level of ab o u t 4.5. D uring the  researched  
period, the  sh are  of ton-kilom eters perform ed in  in te rna tiona l 
traffic oscillated a t the  level of m ore th a n  59% of overall 
tra n sp o rt by road, th a t  is relatively m ore com pared to the 
coun tries  m entioned.

Table 7, below, sum m arizes the  overall volum e of 
tran sp o rta tio n  activity perform ed in in te rna tiona l tran sp o rt, 
p resen ted  in  the  sam e m an n er as  d a ta  of the  ton-kilom eters 
above.
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C ountry Y ears
1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0

F ran ce billion tkm 4 2 ,90 4 0 ,8 0 2 8 ,00 17,90
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 0 ,95 0 ,65 0 ,42
s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  

tra n s p o r t
2 4 ,00 2 0 ,0 0 13,60 9 ,8 4

S p a in  billion tkm 2 2 ,90 4 1 ,8 0 6 6 ,8 0 6 3 ,9 0
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,83 2 ,92 2 ,79

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
tra n s p o r t

2 2 ,50 14,90 2 8 ,60 30 ,43

G erm any billion tkm 3 6 ,50 54 ,20 7 2 ,50 6 0 ,6 0
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,48 1,99 1,66

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
t ra n s p o r t

15,30 19,30 2 3 ,40 19,36

G reat B rita in  billion 
tkm

14,80 15,30 10,10 8 ,90

d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,03 0 ,68 0 ,60
s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  

t ra n s p o r t
9 ,2 0 9 ,2 0 6 ,3 0 6 ,0 7

Ita ly  billion tkm 2 4 ,10 2 6 ,4 0 4 0 ,20 2 6 ,50
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,10 1,67 1,10

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
t ra n s p o r t

13,80 14,30 19,00 15,07

P oland  billion tkm • 2 7 ,0 0 50 ,90 120,09
d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 • 1,00 1,89 4 ,45

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
t ra n s p o r t

• 3 6 ,0 0 4 5 ,50 59,36

UE - 2 5  **) billion tkm • 4 2 9 ,9 0 564 ,7 0 574 ,09
d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 • 1,00 1,31 1,34

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
tra n s p o r t

• 2 8 ,1 0 3 0 ,50 32 ,89

UE - 15 billion tkm 2 6 8 ,3 0 3 3 9 ,5 0 3 8 1 ,6 0 3 0 2 ,1 0
d y n am ics  1995 = 1,00 1,00 1,27 1,42 1,13

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
tra n s p o r t

2 3 ,50 2 5 ,5 0 2 6 ,00 22 ,66

UE - 10  **) billion tkm • 9 0 ,3 7 183,10 271 ,9 9
d y n am ics  20 0 0  = 1,00 • 1,00 2 ,03 3,01

s h a re  in  %  of to ta l ro ad  
tra n s p o r t

• 4 8 ,9 0 57 ,70 6 5 ,9 8

Tab. 7. T ransporta tion  activity in the  in te rna tiona l traffic of 
com m ercial cargo in  selected EU coun tries in the  y ears  1995 -
2010

65



*) According to a sam ple survey of 2004 
**) Excluding C yprus and  M alta
Source: own calculations based  on DG TREN "Energy & 
T ranspo rt in  Figures" - 2006 an d  2006 an d  E u ro s ta t E u ro sta t 
2011.

In a special repo rt issued  by E u ro s ta t a t the  end of 
2010, being a  detailed sum m ary  of the  passing  year, Polish 
tra n sp o rt h ad  been referred to as developing and  therefore 
leaving a positive im pression and  perspectives for fu rther 
grow th and  advancem ent in  the  fu tu re. T his h a s  been  achieved 
th a n k s  to the  tren d  of gradually  increasing  tran sp o rta tio n  
activity along w ith significant growth ra te  of in ternational 
tra n sp o rt of Poland.

Furtherm ore, th ro u g h o u t the  y ears  Poland h a s  finally 
earned  its position in the  group of road  tran sp o rta tio n  leaders 
of EU coun tries and  s ta r ted  to be perceived, along w ith a few 
countries only, as  the  one th a t efficiently opposed economic 
crisis. W hen it com es to n u m b ers  and  figures, it is w orth 
m entioning th a t Poland h a s  been in the  top countries w ith 
regards to the  volum e of ton-kilom eters since 2005 already. 
Last year, Poland w as found on the  second place, righ t beh ind  
G erm any (with 207.65  million tkm  Poland, G erm any 323.83).

However, those who are professionally involved in 
tran sp o rta tio n  secto r as  well as  the  experts on tran sp o rta tio n  
services are trying to m ake a po in t th a t  excessive en th u siasm  
is n o t an  option. They also w arn  against tak ing  th is  favorable 
for Poland tren d  for granted , since no th ing  is ever certain . It 
shall n o t be forgotten th a t  Poland gained its s trong  position 
due to its  s trong  com petitive skills and  determ ination  to 
succeed. However, now adays, even th is  advantage of Polish 
tra n sp o rt m ay be sub jec t to change. Polish m arket, a s  well a s  
the  o thers, is un safe  and  will definitely need  to defend its 
position ag ainst com petition from the  E ast. It is expected th a t 
eas te rn  financial and  in fras tru c tu ra l background  m ay s ta r t  to 
play m ore and  m ore im p o rtan t role in the  tran sp o rta tio n  
system  of the  fu ture.

Conclusion
In sum m ary , the  road  tran sp o rta tio n  m arke t in Poland 

h a s  been su b jec t to significant changes both  in te rm s of
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quality  an d  quan tity  over the  recen t years. W hat is m ore, th is  
tren d  is expressed  in  the  n u m b er of com panies operating in 
th is  m arke t a s  well as  th e ir financial resu lts . According to 
s ta tis tic s  show n in  one of Polish na tiona l daily new spapers 
Rzeczpospolita: there  is a  reason  to believe the  upcom ing years  
will allow the  cu rren t condition of Polish tran sp o rta tio n  system  
to be m ain ta ined , b u t it will particu larly  apply to com panies 
w ith th e ir fleet over 50 vehicles as well as  large logistics 
operators.

F urtherm ore , the  a u th o rs ’ observation brings u s  to a 
conclusion th a t, a lthough a t a very sm all pace, the  m ark e t is 
head ing  tow ard the  process of concentration . More often, we 
can  becom e w itnesses of the  phenom enon of m u tu a l 
collaboration betw een sm all com panies and  big en terp rises  in 
te rm s of vehicles and  overall activities. Last b u t n o t least, it 
m u s t be adm itted  th a t over the  years  Polish road  tra n sp o rt h a s  
increased  its  value. We have becom e a  s trong  an d  equal 
p a rtn e r am ong o ther coun tries th a t  can  be found on the  EU 
tran sp o rta tio n  m arket. However, it shou ld  be noted  th a t the 
position of Polish carriers, know n as the  "kings of Europe" 
shou ld  n o t be trea ted  as  a fixed dogma. J u s t  the  opposite. 
Being the  k ing  of Europe requ ires a lot of h a rd  w ork and 
engagem ent. Not only is it essen tia l to pay a tten tion  to the 
qualitative side of tran sp o rta tio n  system  b u t above all the 
econom ic efficiency. Therefore, Poland shou ld  be m ore flexible 
and  p repared  for any changes in the  condition of EU econom y 
th a t  m ay occur and  th u s  ready for any s tru c tu ra l changes th a t 
m ay be needed, even if they  require significant expenses.
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