
TADEUSZ PALMOWSKI 
University of Gdańsk 

BALTIC EUROPE AND ITS EASTERN BORDERS 

In 1977 Jerzy Zaleski i Czesław Wojewódka introduced to scientific 
terminology the notion of Baltic Europe1 to define the land territory eco-
nomically connected with the Baltic Sea. 

It was difficult to find the proper meaning of the notion for several 
years, as up to 1991 the territory of the Baltic Sea Countries was the field 
of the confrontation of two political systems and two military blocks. It was 
shown in distinct divisions: 
• West European democracies versus totalitarian countries, 
• The Warsaw Pact countries (the German Democratic Republic, Poland, 

the USSR) versus the NATO countries (the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Denmark) and neutral countries (Sweden, Finland), 

• The EEC countries (the FRG, Denmark) versus the countries-members 
of the Council for Mutual Economic Aid (the German Democratic Re-
public, Poland, the USSR) and not associated countries (Norway, Swe-
den, and Finland). 

The barrier separating two social, economical and military systems di-
vided these groups. The balance system was based on the mutual feeling 
of threat created by political and military doctrines. The Baltic countries 
differed ethnically, by political systems, culture, and religion, politically 
and economically. The only joining factor was their entire or partial loca-
tion on the Baltic Sea. At the time the notion of Baltic Europe was limited 
to theoretic and subjective instrument of physical and geographical re-

1 J. Zaleski, Cz. Wojewódka, Europa Bałtycka, Zarys monografii gospodarczej [Baltic 
Europe, An outline of economical monography], Ossolineum, Wrocław, Warszawa, 
Kraków, Gdańsk 1977 
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regionalisation. It existed in the sphere of abstraction as the category de-
scribing a shaped complex of mutual political, social and economic rela-
tions. (Fig. 1) 

Fig. 1. Baltic Europe until 1989. 

Source: The Author's elboration 


